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BtOORmvmCAh SliEtCH, 


Parry was borrs id Bath m 1700^,'. 
ait^l in 1S06 became a luidfijhipinaii in., tlie Trifmne 
in- wh'icli' vessel, and ih<M^'V<(/n^g'{Uird, U) which 
transfcrrod in 1 80b, he saw aonie active service 
the Ihmos.’ After «>bLa.inmj; 'his lientena.i!t',s eoUinit}S;.4^.)a" 
he jorned^Xin 1810) the Ah:^- ■ ■ which was 

employed in. t!s,e protection ot. the S|Ht/J.»er^eii whalee 
,f)8be.ry. Hup lcis?lire time thus rifloHixi him 
to !.!p;'ay i ta|^e I y study i i ly* roi'i . >1 j ly , wo.rk I i o o t rules 

for ih h-re h..' accurately the altitude of tlie Pole by 
obst^rvadions of the lived- stars. Ih'- suhsv.juoj’itly pub- 
lisluel tiu*. reside of hisfitudies lu a voluine on Nautical 
Asir<Hjo)iiy. lie U-Ibo g-;n’c laucli time aud atti-iition to 
preparing eoj-rect cliaefs of the na' ‘yotioii of tlie nortli- 
ern seas. 

• Aider Ills return from the Arctir^ ?«,‘gloii.s Parry spent 
SOTO-'', time on the North Ainorkam station, wiicro he so'; 
ghml\y distinguisiaal huacelf in >a\ [/oditioa Up' the* 
Con madicilt river .that he was ;dve'n a 'meda-l for bis\- 
Sr i’ vices. 

Seen after iiJjy term of m->rviee ■ on^ the American sea- 
I'K’Kjri "wa-s iinisried' ho joined Sir Jolm Boss/s expedition 
'to test the praeticril>ility of a no ride- west passage to India,, 
whicii set out I j] ISIS.. ' Sir John repurned, believing tlrat 
'‘the 'path to the w'cBfc vrtm barred by mountains, and that 
i,er effort dn . that ' direction, wa»,i' uselca - Parry, , 1mm- \ 
'wm o'l a ditte'Amt opinion, and-in the ioilowijng fewt'' 



W:4ke ;iS^^ the JffeiM, \vi'ijl^ 

^iiBSI-; ’ fp^^ih this’''Thai'nos in ihe lUMiiiJt of May, 

;^ie)ro<3 Barrow Stmits/JPrhice Uegotit'a Inlet, and, Wel'liJi^^; 
ton. Channel, and winteml in Melville Island; thit 
;^tt^mj)t. ill the spring to reach .Behrm.g's Strait 
^ feated by tlie condition of tlwi ice, and he afrived iii 
S5tig]*ind in November, 3820. Boon aftciJ his return ho 
was pnnaotcd to ilie r;ink of commander, 
i In tile spring of 1821 Fnrry again sailed for the Arctic 
regibnts, this time with the Fif-ry and Heda^ and after 
tlic winter in the ice, he returned to England 
in the fail of 1823, wiriiout of ootirse, having achieved 
the purpose for which he set forth. With tiie saniti whips 


hertot stiil on his third voyage in„,|||y, 1824, returning 
/'k!t^l835. ■ As this is the expedition "fccribe!'! in the^ fol- 
lowing pages, nothing moi'e nticd l)e sajd v)f it here. 

After this Parry made still another voyage to the 
Ajtetio saaay sailing in the Hecla in March, 1821. On this 
,;’occjrsjon his^ pur|>ose was to make the attem|>t te mmiii 
'■'the.Noith.Pole^ on sledges by way of SpitebergeTr-r--dn 
'■which he ^ was, of course, ...unSucxjessfoL - He 'maiiagbd, 
/, 'however, lo reach 82'’ 45' H* latiia/io, when, in xtonse- 
quenee of the drift-ice, he was obliged to' retra^^e his 
'' steps.,. He arrived’ in England in October 

On' his return home, Irotii' his expedition PatTy 


,was awarded the £5000 which j>artijirnent had offemi to 
;fche liavigatbr 'who fivvst crossed IIO'’’ w, longitude, ^ In 
’'■■1828 h% was aiipointed hydrograpimr to the navy, and in, 
1829 A^eceived the honour of knighthood. In 1837 he 
was pi*omoted to the concrollerslup of tlie dojwrttiib^^t of 
the navy, a position which he. held until 1 846, when he 
accepted the post of superintendeTd of Haslar. In 1862 
he w&M raised to the rank of rear-^vliLural, and in the year 


«^ii^e;c0utmue',i' to JiJKl||»totil w doatlb in ' , 

^t^r:'tl»& «lxjs'0 «€ ^fttvice it need lieftUy 

^od W'at ® indoisitoble reK^lwtion 

fcliiXt, havijig ^)bce taken » thing in hand, 
fas’ give it ap. He was a man, to<>, pf the 
higite^t pHncMe ajid honour In additif)ii to the abov^c- 
iiKjnljhned tFom,-«Qd a record of his various voyages, he 
was the author of a book wtitled, Tht ughts on tJie 
J*nivni(il OhdracUr tif Oodl, also, a Led ore to Semm%, 
His Meri‘>oir<iVi<ii<i published by his son, the Eev. Edwanl 
Party. MA. 





THIBB VOYA GE 


inis i.*rM00VK»t oi A 

SrOETH-WEST PASSAGE. 


IN'IitOimCTloN', 

ri'il'rn .ANl V(N<'! tbc viuif- of success 
l‘A:pi;tlitioji to tbo PuJur Hcxi.s, it; 

' A'iis rcsolvcti to make {iuolbor attempt, to 
c'it'rrt a pa.-wapfc by sea, betwauin tiic Atlantic arid; 
Paciiic ttcciuia. TIjc eliicf atleiition.S in tlic equip.-- 
ment of the t.resent expedition consisted in thie 
olucing of 8ylvc;4-f*r s vviinuing-stovc in tiie v&tf 
bot(;(>m of the siiipV. lioid, in S'tihstifcutjng a small 
(pnintily of .salt n- .-d for a part of t)ie pork, and 
it) funiishing nnich larger siipjdy of newly-cnraed 
I'ccF, 1 h'< '‘ierx edyarrot i and pa rsnips, salmon, cream, 
pickJes of otiiontii beetroot, cabbage, and, to make the 
most of oil!' stowage, s[>bt. peas instead of whole ones 
were Huppiie.d. A smaii (juantity of beef pemiuican, 
made by ponuding the moat with a certaiu poidion 
ul fai/, as described by Captain Franklin, wss a-ko' 
furnished. 

To the officers, seamen, an|^iinat1nos ray b^t 





ililsserrico; anti 1 ftin JiapiJ?' 

’my c<M»vtctif>!i that, liutl it depcudcd I’h'oir w»H'^ 
fiftld «x<n'tiou< our inost sanf?wi«e <^^]^e<■tfi.t^ons 
tiw this, liuvo l>eon crowued wit|i J 
pfete suiM'i'sg. 


(lUFTER I 

IPjMSSfti^e to the Whah tish UhtndH and Eemival of H\m\ from tho 
lVitir,][>»»rfc*~ Enitt thi- ho In }Ufnn’*4 Bay-^-Ddhonlti s of Tunu ktatf, 

|6 the VV' twin * <,ijnn tro U lu JfektSff k fUy fhiuaiki i>R ikv 
‘ OhstnwtiionB oiu >Mii?n<d by tb i lSb<p^, anu on Ui^ b va’^ily of tha 

O Thf' <‘<iiiijmi(‘Cit of" Ijio Jluhi and P' ni, .uid tho 
loadifiu of tlu U ifh'iim t' to-jioi'i, homo 

complriod, vro heuan i » in< \ ; thnsit ,ho j,Vi r fruin 
Tleplfurd oii tho J^tli of May, ’ ‘•,-j 4 /{U(,l on th( lOtli," 
by tho flssi itauce of flu stc oulxMf, tiu* rho’esliip. 
had roaf'liud Nortlido' 1, \v!k ro tiu'y ici'oi' 'd fludr 
powdej’ fUid lludr ordirm '0 4<fri'-' Two oayR w '*rO 
!)('}( '“luplovid m Uxintr, nudcr the &u|Jerllltcmh'lJ^‘^> 
ff ,\ir l> ’]o\\ iiud iuouteiiiiul F(»'U*r, llie, plnlo, ■ 
iuvfiited t>v 0 ) 1 ’ former j^u'ntlemaii, for n^rn’oting 
the '1 ‘vh-iiioii ol the uompa-» pi'o(iu(‘pd by ijie 
attmctioi) ol tbt hip’ iron and the rontinuam'e of 
slrojijr uau'oi'ly wjndu jiiuveiited our L,)*tting to the. ; 
Noiv till tJio Itiih, Imriu^i (mr slay at :’; 

the ships wen* viatod i>, Viseoimt Melville, aii4i 
the other Lol-ds (JurumiK'jioiKirs of the i^dniiriStlfeyv; 




'■ if)i6 were to apikove oi' our gepit^i' equip-' 

^ment and.arraiigc-nunite. ' 

iHirirtg opr passiige aciOB?: tlse Atlautio4ii fane, 
■'awi afterwards ou %iir way op !»; vis's Strail, wo 
■ rttixnv d'^’erboar.i 'iaiiy a strnoix n>pper ' cyiTjjfior, 
ooniaiuitxg the usuai {Kq-inw, oj , itji* aii aocouei- oi‘ 
oyr aituatiiia. Wo rJso teck r vt-jy oppori.ufuty 
aliofdod !>y light winds to try the 'k;nq>oratUi'fM»t' 
tlu; son at, dirloi'oni fieplhs, as cotnpai-ed with tfiatqU:. 
the stu-j'ii.ee. . ;. 

<lu the IL'tb, as bogau to apprt^aeh the 
inoi'idlaTi ol' bapo Fni'c.vvfcll; wo itet, hb usual, with 
flocks oi: slioi-r-vvaters* {Pmcellana 2 >affiimx). ivLiioli, , 
ija.v€ received ilieir po^mlar ii.mic from the haiiot*^' 
juiiy with they aro here .'■.■I'li. From the, 

ihfch t'l' fhe- 1 htli, Ir-iiig hotwoeii the pnraiieiti 5S“ 
aod k'kI - tiie meridian <d' a-ud SS**, wo,;'- 

jK'.iscu sc,vei,i pieces oi <.h'ifl-vvr.(.f!., from fouJ' 10' 
‘jxfraa- foet iu leiigrh, nl] fippea.ring like the rpot'.jri 
end of tlio t.nujkh' oi' .sniai.i trees tliut had been sji, i,: 
got,u vviiilo in tin.’, water. On tlx; lo;.li we raw the 
llrsl. i(;olnag, bei -ig ii,; l-atitodo 'e'ek, ixigii i;de 5o'f;'K 
foxl niter iJiar ianio we h’H in whi; ihow; ixidits of;f 
. ie.e iibnost daily. t)ii enh ri' fiovis's tStrair. we.,: 
Jiad a Iroig atxaajs.'jiott of thick waaal.her, which prod ' r 
Vented our ohtai/iing au obsei vatiou for, the Jatb, 
tude ilnring the whole week ; hut, ns this wm ieeom- 
pauied iiv so nth- easterly winds, our progro,iS was;,#"-: 
rapid (n,ie.. On the 21st, at noos). .we «''b,serv..-. three, 
miles to the ghuthrvard of the Arctic '* irele, being • 

, iO the longitude of o7 ' Oti' S,1"; $ud itUei* ruuBi|il^.'.t^ 





, N.fw. 

wbi«Ji had for several houiB l:^ore 
sdhafdd by a olear, briglit 
as^balBg ^be" form of a low, >vell-^eBi&ed . 
^^t^ndijB" ovei' the i^lible ^western diorisson. ;\ fin ; 
^baaling off 'a few* points to the eastward^, we soon 
^^t .sight. of 4t, anti m'ly on the following, mornirig 
B«ef-bo1ij at the . disjtapee of ten or twelve, 
ainoil^ a niimbcr of founded icebergs. 
•Tbere is sai(f to be, a dry aboal olf Reef-koll (or 
!liiskoI, as it is called in some charts) 'at a. distance 
of tenr’miles ; but I have never met with it, and can 
obtain no good information respecting it. 

\ 1 now (iftenniiied, as the qtticaest and most" 
secure mode of cJtairing the transjji e-t, to anchor at , 
^e Whale-fish islands, ibther tlinn inerr th^ask of 
yiampering and ilamagiiig her aiiiong the ice.;-', F'l'c.sli 
■galea and chick weatiier, howewi-, prevented om- 
doing so till the 26t}i;' when wo iiii-.hbced at eight 
in seventeen fatli()||jiH, mooi itig the ships by. 
hawfe'S to the rocks, arid then immediately ©oth- 
mencred oar work. In' the meaijtirae the observa-s 
toiy aiu.l in.siruments w'cre la,ndcd on a small, 
island, called, by dhe Danes Bout Islkrid, vrhero 
Lientcoarit Foster aitd myself carried. on the mag- 
jBctid and other .observations dbriog the stay of the 
■(.ExjJeditipri .at this anchorage, of which a survey 
, also nifide. 

We, rec'dved groat attontiou and civ ility from 

‘ poruli'r o.vig'nt.uos.<» ir> the ofton af».<nuiiog aii arch- 

like form, whi'-h if* creneraUT >-}det»tiblo OV<#r icit ett land ooverod wit.h sttow, 


W#liieh «ettlemtijit=-"“;' 
ind ■lO'yBelf 'went lu a boat. <^...4i4 / 
■;^& '^fWe. found there, Waid^‘< the insfiector, Mr. , 
'■Weaf/ aiid the other ,ift the colouj-, 

F^-ll|a4ienaj^,. GriCah, of the i^ani4i iwrf.. who ;; 
^had foreoihe ¥a>^,.paBt heln empk>yed.,in."«f^cyi“C^ 
the coa^t of Gr^lau<f in the neighbtmrhpcV o 
ifio setilements,, aud who Vitulfy Hhowed us the ''•*! 
ihai*s he was engaged hn couRtnietiug. _ • 

, The fuirhour of Liovely is oxcellent . fot^'eiHaii 
vesrf^ h%yhag good depth ot water, mu I being 
^uite l^d ■ Uxtked. The setilejnent ia principally 
eituateil on the south shore of the harbour, where 
there arc sovcrnl tolerably-built wooden houses. 
•Tliiire’' a#e Itut s'i.x or Beve%;Pane.s, besides th^ 
ollicei^hl^longirig to the e^^lishment; aud^ nio^^ 
of the tis^Uiniau were, at season, absent in 
interioiy for the purpose of Idihiig rcindec^k, from;^^ 
’%h:tch occupation they ■ 4.%- usually retuM,„j,til;is 
8opt' ‘mb(’,r or (hifcober, \vh< 4 n their services be^4 
he t ‘(pi ire d for the wliale-tislu^ry, the latter being 
’cairi.sd on here <.>nly during the winter months,-. 

Early (oi the morning of* the 8rd' pf ^uly, : tKe 
whob ()f our stores being reihoved, and Lieulenant. 
Pritehaid having Teceivei-his ordeip ti^^^S^f With 
our despatches and letters- for En^&^' 

Murris w'eighed with a light winS frt^ 

.'V^e^'and was towed out to sch.by^our^i^ls^^P^^,; 
'; ptoi?ing, calm, we employed . 

order t.6 obtain the aspount of the 





|^',^rEmg, '"tli4 w^d, iwing southerly/ tbe^^i^"je4i^'5 
■::iM ' board, aad the JBTec&i weighed to iun tErogj^r 
the north passagej in doing which she grounded 
.' a rock lying directly in the chiiiihei,, and hayini' 
p,0ftiy thirteen feet upon it at low wi^r, ^wlsich our 
Tsoudding boats had missed, aiul t-f whicJi the pilot, 
ywas ‘■ignoradt. The tide beilig'tbat of ebb we were 
fippable to ‘heave the sliip off immediately, em^ at' 
||qw' water slie had sewed three feet fovMtd, , Ty, 
4ivas not till Iialf-past ou4, that she lloafed,.* 
;'Vfhen' it became necessary to drop her down be- 
itwoen the rock and the .nlinre with hawsers: afeer 
■fwhich we iufide k:.u 1, an<l being soon after joined hy„ 
'4he V}ui-h*came out by the other chdunef, ' 

' yfe stood I'ound the islands to „ the noriSjwards, ' 
■This rock W|j| not the bfily one found by onr boats- 
■yrhich, may prove to sHi])s goiiig in and 
out,Pf this harbour, and with whicli onr pilots were ‘ 
unacquainted. Another Wirs discovered liy Mr-.;: 
Head, about, one-third of the disfouce across from 
Krou .Prius Island to the opposite shore of the;;et,is. ; 
entrance, and has not more than eighteen foot wattir v 
-ipn it at low tide; it lies very much in tlio way of 
tfhipa coming in jit that: ciianuci, wlticli is tlie most ’ 


hpmmonly used. Tlie . latitude ' of the iKiaad, on 
which -^0 olxsei valaons were made, called by tie ,, 
Danes Bout isiand, is 7i' its longitudui; By ' 

onr dh^pmgters, 5R"12' 64"; the dip of thftmj^- ; 
heedie, 82"' 53' $6"; and thy variatioihhf^^lt':' 




'highest tidM hei^ the 'SSltilJ^ 

■; afteip,‘&e conjunction, and Ibo jp«pea(Vic^to-lise 
;Vj^ven-:^et and a hfdf. '' ‘ 

TUe 'syps stand iug in towards Lievciy on the 
, afternoon of t^ie Sth, I.ieijtenant J&raah very kiudiy 
came oft' jcp the Furyi which happened {.n }>a the 
nearest in-ahore, for' the pui-pt^e ‘>f taking leave ot 
us, On his quitting tlu'. snip a saiuLe of ten guns 
i tvhs ftlHd at Lievely, v'hicb \w returned with ah 
.equal number; and I sent to Lifuteiiaut Graith, by 
a canoe that came ojk board the [Icda, an account 
of the ’ situation of tise rocks wc had discovered. 
Light northerly wind, sytogether with' the dull ,skii- 
• iug of our STOW deepiy laden ships, presented our 
making macli jTogjc.'-s for several days, and kept uS 
in the neigkb'ourlnjpJ.of mimerou,? icol'Crgs, which it 
is dangerous to apjirdach wdum ihcro is ;iri}' swell. 
We. coimtod from the d<ick, .at one time, no.-ies-s 
than one hundred "and tlirec of the.se immense 
bodiiiK, some of them from one -to two hundred feet 
in height' above the sea; and it was necessary, in 
, one : or two instances, to tow tlm ships cigar o^them 
rwith 'the boats. Wc had occasion, about this time, 
to remark the. morn than usual frequency', of fogs 
with a northerly win<l, a circumstance from which 
the- whalers ate accu.stomed to augur’ c.oniperoble 
of water in that dmi(,‘iiou. 


6 tneatjs of ^uesgiiig*, wiciir preoMon, the 



i posaitig close tbea. , 





to tlie westward', 

^]%®li, ice longitude of ^>8•i‘3'^:. Th^- land of 

^' -Drake was high above “ the horizon, and quite dis- 
linct a^Hhe distance of tliree-and^twenty leagues.- 
ff '^n th!^' eveni^ of the Kith, being -In Attitude 71°' 
t)2', and longitude .'>8' the ice \vas obterved, on 
.' ■■ the clear.! ug up of ilie Jog, to be .sl&ck fot a con- 
siderable distiuice within tlie nuo-giu of the “pack”. 


i ■ Though it was my iiitentioti to have attempted the 
i -ipassago .acn-osH it to the westward, in a latitude one,,, 
, or two degi'ccs higher, fhe fnvoinauJe appctrana^,, it. 
^Uow assumed, combined with a. fair wind and -its 
usual aoe.onipiUjijneiit, clear weather, induced me at . 
once to enter it, \vJiic,h w' as ,a coord i ugly done, atid 
the sliips pushed several leagues within lite margin. 

Tiie ice soon beginning- tO close afound us, our 
progress became so slovv ilhat, on the 17lh, \Ve saw 
, ft ship at the margin of the “pack”, and two joctre 
on the following day. We stipposed these to be 
' -cvhalers, which, after tryiii.g to cross the ice to the 
aortlcwfu’d, had returned to make the attempt in 
the prese^. latitude; a .suppositioji which our sub- 
sequent difficulties served to strengllnui. From 
this time, indeed, .the obstracciious from ilici cjuan- 
tity, -magnitude, and closeness of the ice were such 
'as to keep our people almost constantly employed, 
in heaving, waiq>iug, or sawing through it; atid' yet 
with, so little succes.s that, at the close of the mouth 
' of July, we had only penetrated seventy , 

the -westwarel, or to the longitude of about 62“ iO'. 
Here, while closely beset, on the 1st of August;-, -we 



from tbvi wHcl 

prcaaiii||^' togelbor in I'kth^'^ciion, 

mas^ ofyr!;iyiSg nias.*^ for hours iogi^fier, tlie HccW 

receiV/(Hl B^cral vciy iwfe;war(l * arvA ^^as 

ohee ^ f^itly laii bc-r broadsidl by a strain vrliicii,; 
'auist hiwit^ibly* liav^^ crush^jd a vessel of Adiriary 
Btrengl^k '' in such. case,c,. t’.]}e ice is fc/reed uicio' a 
ship's bottom ou oue side, aad on lIms other up hex 
side, bothpuv'erB ihus acting ui sa(*li a'manner as 
to bring Iici, on her beam-onds. "fhis is/ixi fact^ the 
ntcfst %Yourab]‘;-) 'manner in whicli a ship can rcccavc 
tte' ' prd'rnSiire, and '.\n>alii peiliap:'- <oily oc<;ur wdJi 
icO (‘Otnpaa'ati\c,!y not very bea\y. ihoiigii sufin, 
(‘ientiy so, it is sanh io hnxv'' run ct?m|t.ct.vl}’ < ver a 
sliipin some extivjvic and laval cases. Wills ice of 
stiJ] more formidable, dinicnsionr, a ve,ascl ^vould, 
j»roi»ablyh by an equal degree of’ pDr-sairc,, f)c aJ)SO- 
lately fruBlnah in conS€<iuo.uc,e. of \Jsc. ]ico;ec:',sc<'l 
diltic.ulty of sinking it on "one sidc^ and causuig it 
to rise on the other/*^ 

Sept, 9ih . — 1 si) air doubtless bo i'cadily axeusod 
for jiot haviiig entered in this joariial a detailed 
narr^^ivc of tin*, olwtaeles wc jaet \vithy,and of the 
unwearied everdoiis the oflicej's and Turn to over- 
c.r?|fie theuu diirmg, the tedious r^igljt Avec-ks employed 
in ■’•'.-•■si;;;.' this barrier, 1 have avoided, this detail 
because, wiiiie it mighi appear an eiudeavour to 

* • ' ' ' , I'l 

^ 40'“‘ clo.siiv' of ioo .na.'ut. a vv-'teMi,*o a8 U> prcHS upon or crush it, ‘ 

,^Tt„hn,« mom tbiin once occurrod to too, uiidt«' wioh .gtren.^ of watoriab nfs;,;" 
tiiia, ^hat iudep'OtTidontiy of tiio ah«oluto Ktronj^h of ^ o.,- :di_ipsi, fcW ciroum- 
sturwo of thoir brioj: and ntowtsd with miroato attnutk-u tu aicv«.eua%< 

kt'/©Tery 'of ;r iw h'-o-U n/o/hiliavo »0i',>tahma’ towards their 

withfltaTidiiit: jraoh onbrmoua pycasoro. 




fflcdijD^ (litticulfcifis, wBcli M ta. 

' to ovei-come rather tirmii to fliscjiiis, I ain, 
convinced that no rl(«,^c3’ipfckm of mine, n<)j' even.tBf 


Biunle formality of fciie iojr-li'jok, cr>ii]d convey afii. 
adequate idea of tne truth, d'he .sti-ain wO con- 
i etaiitly had ocofision to hcavtr on the UaAVsers, as 
■,sprin.£ts to force the ships through the icC, was such 
As perhaps no ships eve.r before, itt U'.nijded ; .and by 
Vilaeans of Pliilhps's invaluable (‘,?tf«tan, we often 
..f^parated floe.s of such magnitude as must other wi^. 
Ihhvo baffled every etlbrt In doing this, it was 
b'iQext to irnpuss’tld t- avoiii cxjV'i.Hiug the men to 
' Very ;.'.r‘.';',t risk iroirt iho, fivqo.ui-t hrrd{iijg''d tlu’ 
h)Wrse.rs. On one "coasioti, throe ''f tho Hec/ax 
s,ieeajtnen were imoc.'ked (■l''Wn as inst.intaneousiy jh 
bhy a gunsiiot by ihf sudden i!ying-oi.it of an 
' anchor; and ;■ niarine of iJa' /'’’a/o/s.sutro.ied in a 
■'Birrij;!!' ii';;r:n(U' vlaui o’oi’l ».[(;■ ..d, the r:i,j'5',t.o; ; but. 
ru;.!vidi;Mt d'dly, aji (-.sca]H.'-i Vi'iflt severe con- 
tasions. \ more serious aec-iqent occurred in the; 


breaking of tfari spindle of the Fury's^ windiH?-', 
depriving licr of tho use of the windia-ss-enu during . 


■ tlic r>ist tJui season. 


'the coi).'- !.‘3nt besetme/it of tho ship.s, and our 
daily obsorvaiiouB for latitud<.- an«.l longitude, 'lifordcd 
a favourah'lo ojtportunity for ;jSi‘oi-lai»ing precisely 
the set of any curnuds by which the whole body of 
ice jnighfc l)e aetuated. By 'kttej^ing very liiirefaily 
to ail the circrnn.'.ioices^ it wjts evidcid thfeo a diffly 
set to the soi|l;hward obtaine*!, win u the wind yras 
northerly, diflWiug in amount irom two or three.,^ 



-icwf da|r,/stp^niag, Wt,b« 

a utirtljerly cuwfftni was' feq\ili]@^ 
aiirl fully to sbo saxne fcmmvt, whonevter' 
jfcbe wiud ■ blew fioba tlio southward. A circuia- 
slfcaBC^jnoi’e reiuarkable tlicUi I.Ltese, howe'-er, forced 
ilsolf atra.itgly 'apon my notice at^tlu.< tone, which 
■vyas,, .th|it" & ^westerly set was very frequently ,< 
ajqiajfnt, even agumrt.- a fresh, brec^ bloUing '&c®U' 
liiat quarter. T im'TUioii cJ.i*} circumstance in thiS; 
place, because \ may licreaftcr have t() ofier' 'te 
remark or two oti this fact in oormectiQB "rith Bume 
others bfa sirndar nature noticed clsewheiX). 

' ’ ,W fespoct to the dinumsiou;-: of thc' is e through 
wliiei's hivl now scramt'-lod our wajp jriuj’ pally 
by warping and towing a distance of bet, ween three, 
and four hundred miles, 1 remarked that it for the 
most j)art iu<^'’as<c!, as wcl* i\ the thick’iess as the 
e.xt-out of lisbiiues,* as ive adveu-.. i westward about 
tlie p.ar;j,!l,el of 7]". J'Hiring our subsequent progx*e.S8 
fo t' t jiu!t,h, wc also met with some ■>£ eriormous,, 
diTOeiisio’w, .severaf of the floes, to which we aprdiedf' 
our havv'!:ers and tht' pow>.-r of ih'.* improved capstan, 
being at their margin, more than Iv/r-nty feet above 
the level of tise .se.u., and ove;r stune of these we 
could not see from t)ie maBt-head. Upon the whole, 
howevmr, th,' magniludo of the ice became some- 
what less towards tlic north-west ; and withih,. 
thirty, nilhcs of that„, margin the ma.sse'i^ were 
eO!nj)arativeiy small, ihd their thickae.9B mueif 

^M<^Tke -aff a otccjpt tl’iui -‘is #'At©nt ette. bi' dSatSh 


passage; bat they fl%e 
the middle, of the /‘pack’’, ami ^thef'roe 
to the soufcWard-"v'>'‘ ' '“*% 

The birds we saVwere rofeges (ylha al’c), loorus 
(Uria Brunnichii), aa4 

ivory" gulls (Lan^s the, rotgea^w^J^' 

by Iki; the motia iiumero,us,» occurring" at tirdlsS in- 
con! ! durable flpekt, and occupying the small pools 
of bpcm W^ter the. npes, especially to the 

westwardr -A ’ flock* W- ducks, Iftppea i irig gejjerally 
of the eideiNBpeOteSf wa^tso nd^^nd oliscrved; 

;and, even as early as'.'the irnddle of August, these, 
wfel'e filing -to south eastward. A i-sy 

;fi^tary--«e^s^ and m: thhee bears,, were all that 
we s.'iw besiihe8»''Onl.y one or two whales oceuri'ing 
tilb lfter we had entered 8ir Jame.s L uj- .-sto 's 
Sound., ‘ '■ ' ,,, 


CHAPTEE II. 




Eitt.ter t' v James " TjaTica.k<5ei^ fct Cftp? .Wifcrriaij^j^lyieaii' 

will) yoniiy icie — Sbip*, b{»lsflt an3 cair^ttV «'‘.2aip idware---^ baQ*c 
toiSuvv .Hoard Inlet — tlm M’eatWftrd 

at Fort r>owen. . ■ ^ 

y '* ■/'.*. 

.All cur past, obstacles were in a moweist for- 
gotttp, when wc once morif saw an. open belord 
us 5 ' but it must tie conteis^ that itwaa.uQt so e^y 
forget that the suiddle of 'Sqitemb^ was already 
:,^ear. at hand, withent havfi^ . brotj^hf ns even to 
iihe ;<tearice Sir James Lancaatil^a Botiud Thafe* 


canvas was c.-ov/ded, 

« • ^{ng fftVoufe.d\it^, au easledv lii-.,. :/r, 

ihp_0iormng of the 10th #;^ptember we cainjiifc 
inajtse of the high l>ol4 lan3' on the north side ol' 
is tto hJ^i-ficent in|^ up whi^ our cnm-sc wixs once 
'■"Aapee k>:,b& direct^. '" FroxXf ilw time of our leaving 


-?;,‘th^%|j.1la' '^^dy of ice we met TSuth none of any 

was, as usual. 


kind, ?fend the entrauce.f4 ■t’l 
enlirely ffce IVoiu itj eifh 



^ u'iid. thfiv- a hei 


g> 

iioating about 'in ’'iliat soiifeury grandiSt' of which , 
'.'these engiShoU^ itj&fe, when pocuitingdu'th'^ midst^ 
of an extensive, %a,\%re' to convey’ so 

■’sublime an idea.' ■ k.-#'"' 

On the morning of the 1 tfii, the s'lijjs behig 
taken aback, with a fresh westerly' t»reezo wlien near 
i-'aiHi ^V.'u render, i landed in a sniall ^bay efOse to 
the woi'*tward of it, aceoini.aniod by stveral-of. the 
_ officers, Ijii order to e>£a,mi,ue t!i(' country, hud tof 
' make the pecegSaiy obscrvatioiis. AV’'' could vrit 


, difficulty deteruihae the xutturo'of the formation 
; the, coast, 'the shrfafso bt ;tht,.Jgfpiind l.’fcin'^'’ alm^ 
entirely covered either with', snow, luxuriant re^- 


dcor moss, or (jeufi'a from iM Vieighbouring hill^ 

■ The vegetation was scanty, but a few jdauiswere;. 
added 'to our, collection. . I )ur party, was saGcessfu|d 
in' kiiling thro^ voindeor out of a* smaH h^,. the 
only QUt. seeof these -gave .ns one hundred Tihf|| 
ninety-one poundaof venison, exclusive of the head^ 
hearts, &c., which, a& usual, became the perquiisit^^' 
of the succbssfursportsmen. Tie latitude ol^^yeS .,; 



it! otx iandiog -place, t,0iich was oa - 

of ill.; bay, three-quarters of » ittlle 
■ . jl^ fvape was 74'' 28' 1-8*'^' the longitude^ 

i‘ifeK,'’!^5^buien3ti|;er?, Sf'!. 48'-,3()",5vepterIy,, 4 


of the 'I2tib':w>e were - once idore:, 
'■.favoured ■'A.ith^a 1 ireoze from the eastward, hut so 
• light and uir-teady tL'atour progress wps vetafcjouslj 
alow.; and on llte loth, when withia seven ieagucs 
: of (5apfj York wo liod the mortification to perceive 
^'tlie;^»ca hiia od of ok covered with yovnig ico/ d^h,® 
^■i'tiiei^omelor liavit;g for two days past ranged, only 
froni'18°*fo 20° On reaching it we liad, as usual, 
g recourse to “ sallying”, breaking it w'ith bo{|,tg ahefuj, 
I an*.] various other expedients, Sll alike ineffeetual , 
^^l;hai^;.a.£resli and fi’eo l>rec/>- .furnbliing a constant 
iinpetvir4‘“':o that, after Si^^en or’^ciidit hoers of un- 
Ysaoceasful h{l!on"¥ 'iu,,Jhis way, wt; 'Wfue ohligo,d h> 

' remain aS'-'We were, fairly anti irnr.'i</\ -liiiy be^ct, 
h If now; .oppt'ared, hl.gh titet; at fh.'tertjiine to tint 
proyricty.'yf still eoritirmni ■; ’h i.o pii.:di i,tj 

the westward or of rsi.- turning- 1^' .Engiaud, aec.ordhig 
to in,]g«iristeiu-lior)s <ui that' fnuid under particular 
fiircumstanceg. As the crosdng of the ice in I'affiuis 
Bay bad ot unexpeetcdly oecnpied fa-arly the 

wh(de of si", --oh, It could nob of course, be con- 
ci<l<:v..;d ;,ctt t;! ' r.t,!i'.r(S].t penetrate to tJie west- 
. w'u-’.l it! L^ic iiva,iner dnei'fed bv their lor ilshipa had; 
aS: yet bce/n tua-h;, nor couhl it, jnd<:od, be .ptade 
during the presf-nt yea... I could no', tiierefoiy, liave 
a rnoment’s iiCHilutsO!. a,'-. r.i> the -propriety of p'usbing 

; . , , ^ FoU'by -f^c>v<riy--foriJ3i»c! lets. 



M prcsottij >o«M. 

theii ;^ving;aiair trial during the .whole «f .the n«?it ' 
•.:mmm^ to the route 1 '.vfia dire' ted by my imttrm;- 


tions to parisue.- in order, iiowever, to coofirm my 
own opiaifiii ou thi« subject, 1 requ'-.ted to hr fur- 
nished: witii that of Optaia Hoppiior: and fiiidirc' 
that- His '"views 'entirely u;^ree-l with my ov u, i io.- 


solvc i .Btili to irarsue our object by all the iner.111^ in 
■ our, power. . 


“lihe next breeze- sprung up from the \ve.st.'.v«oxl^ 
drawing also fiom -iiie wnithward at times, oat of 


i’rince jlegeut’s Inlet., mid for three <hr. c? aoi were 
struggJin|;, vvith the yoqng me to oi- no ])ar'>oee, 

^ now and" then -gaiirftg Imlf a niiin of gsor.nd to wind- 
\tttrd in a lilf^,^“_hoic .,.f .open .wafer, tuotydoskig' 
M much by.th<v'ne!;<r,sity of bcaiiag up or vveuriug 
(foi the ice was too strmig to nHdw as to tack), sally- 
ing’ f]-otn,,^moriiing to nighty s\-ith.,gU , hands, aiul \cii41 
the ’watch at nigbt, two boatsS cunst^utly, under the- 


■<-ev,8; and, after alCndher ground t|iaiypth,ei^ 
wdse, while the young- ice was every hour i!ie:^asiag , 
in thickness, ■' , . '> 

On the I 7 th, when we had driven back rather to 
the eastward of h\.dmMilty Inlet, au easterly breeze, , 
again onabied ns to mfd<o some progress. Tge sea' 
was now fur the mQst.part, coverv.ul with young., ice, 
wliu;h,had 1)econu)-,s6 thick as to look white through- 
out. ,itti whole extent The holes of waf e.r could now. 


therefore., be m-vi:c, g^^ctly seen, anu ' by tailiJSgy: 
'a;d,v:aii.fcigft.u')f, t'^®e w® succeeded in gmking a few-tj: 

* a bnaf.*thro\»irh the ioo by k comi4iit rocking Woticfei, 



; taii^ of westing^ t^e IcaJe ” ^ us i^ore ia-j ^ 

■gliiore^ toward^ Admiralty before. . To- 

W^eds sunset Ve became more aijad more tempered, 
and were eventually beset .Ruling Jjiie nigbt- A 
breeze sprang up from tMe %^ward, wbjoh increas- 
ing to a fresb gale, we found <HirseIves at aayligbt far 
^^4 to tbe eastward, and also within tw^ mjles of the land, 
;:|n,^ar a long low point, which on filae former voyages 
Ipbnd npt- been; seen. ' The sea was covered witJ5|ice' 
'ilietfreen us and the shore, all this year’s forntattbn, 

; but now of considerable lileknosH Jiad formidable 
' appearance. The wind contuming strong, the whole 
■ body was constantly pressed in upon tlj^e land, bear- 
ing the ships along with it, lUid doubling one sheet 


4;over anothei", sometimes to a hniulred tliickiussses. 
We quickly shoaled the water froiu seventy to forty 
fathomSj the latter cb-ptb occurring about a'Mie 
frbtnliio beach; and ai'icr this w(i drifted but little, 
the io®!; being blocked up between the point and a 
high perpcndicnltti berg K ing agrourid off it. 

The sail* bflng fitiied, and (.iu; top-gallant yards 
got down, we now e.pns!dorcd ourselves fortunate in 
our situation ; for had w'c b(!Ou only a quarter of a 
mile ta.rtiieT- out we .should have be.en wbbin the 
influence of < 1 . current that was thc^c •^'.v-'-'pin^L, the 
whole body of ice to the eastward, at iht' rate of a 
‘ mile and a hall' an hour! Iisdeed, at times tins cur- 
Teiit was disposed to approajih us still nearer, carry- 
ing Away pieces ef ice close- to our quarter; but by 
.means of Ioj^ hawsers, secured to the heaviest and; 

^ J^,ad » — Opftn or ■' 



lag, to get tBo ships in-shore as possih^ i 

as to 4s4iu«5 them eitii^ lb‘; grouiKled -ice or b^i 
ehoriug' within the shmter bay at no great tlis- 
^ fence inside of rt!^ for it now seemed not unlikely 
winter was about to put a ji^matnre stop to all 
fuOTer operations at sea for this season. At all 
even ts.it was •necessix:^ to consult the immediate 
. safety for the ships, add to keep them from being 
drifted haek to the tastward. I therefore gave 
peders for endeavouring to get the shipp^dn towards 
tile bay by cutting through what level does still 
remained. At the same tiiup an officer was deiS^'!* 
patclicd to elataine the shord, Which was found safe, 

, w^th regular soundings in every 'jiSrt. ^ .str^ong 
had been the pressure while the ice was forcing jn 
u|)ou iis, that on the 20th, after liberating th^IJ^ecia 
on one side, she xvas as firmly cemented to it On the 
other as after a .winter’s formation, and \ve could 
only cleai.' her by heavy and icpeated “sallying^V 
After cutting in tWo or> three Jumdred yards, while ’ 
the people were at . dinner on the 21st, our canal 
cldsiid, by the external pr^aure coming upon the; 
parts which we had weakened, and in a few minutes; 

, the whole was, buee .mdfe in motion, or, as the ssa- ; 
men not inaptly eypresSed it, “ alive”, mass doxibiing. 
"under mass, and raisii^. those which were uppermoal| 
to :a considemble height.. The ice® thus 






80 

n- 


together was now about ten met in thickness in 




-ftud dtt>'^' avirage iidt vt^^ffl^;- 
j^'jfeat, so Idiat whilo tihns forced ia; upon a )^ip,‘ 
atl^agli soft ill itsiaif, it- causc-d hoi' t*) tremble ex- 
^^.^gly; a »e»isaU;ai, indeed, ddminonly experkuced 
'|^‘•fo^'oir^|* tliroiipb young ice of cousfdenable tFiick- 
;|i|i|B. #erft now onte^jipore obliged be quiet 
^i^etators of #}iat wap going, pp.liroum] ub, baving- 
exttf nife ' Sittioidty'^'Bucceet^ in saving most 


of our, tools tbat Averc- lying on the ice vFUen,^jtb(! 
i;«!qa^zing suddenly begim. Toyvanls? cvouinjf we' 
■IbWe" fast to a stationary tbe distance of oii'ej 

-mile from tlic beacb, in cigliicen fathoniB, where we 
'remained tolerably quiet for the nighl^dhc i‘'c out- 
■Iside of us, and as far as'^We could see, selting con- 
stantly at a great rate to the castwa' .h- of 

our 'gciiil emeu, win,' h.ul laiide.l in tlic coursC of the; 
day^'..an*l nho had in scramble their way on board 
Cpfer the ice, in moti.m, dea<;ribcd the bay as deeper 
than it appeared from liic oiling. Dr. Neill found, 
on such pfrts of the beach us were not eovered with 
ice or snow, fragments of bituminous .shafe, flinty 
slate, and iron-stone,,, in ’.e.iapcrsed. amongst a, blue-. 
coloured limestone jgravel. As i'ai' as he svas able to 
travel n^andv-Jihe surface was' composed of*'se(.oiHl- 
py Sflsesto.a;, partially coverc4 with a thin layer 
idf^caie-siutcr.’ hrmn the- Bcantiness of the vegeta'^:^ 
tiori here, the iiniestoae seouied likely 1;p «outain?;:a' 
lat^e proportion e.f .magncfija. Dr. Neill Vas about 
^ exatgipe for coal, which the formation led hiaiStt^ 
es{)ec4»|’'*^ienyf'M obsei vod to be in motion^ 


SHiall 

■ hill^of^Iiift'^t'Oiie, beW^n tiire« atid 'fow 

^ iuftdrct feet; level of tks.nea, Sevei-al pieces 

f,.&f (;oal»?wkibJOi|i fb%ad ito i.urn ;wj;^ elj^rl>figl3t 
iame, (iijacl^ngrinueli, o^slaty spiiiC- 

•'IfersJ, .,' •- ' ;,\y. , ■ ■ 

'■; ' Hares’ Imiroin^ were numerous oiiltlif?! liilj ; Hieu- 
Hoss sfl^'' two oi ilif'se ajoiixials, one of wiich 
he killed A''%x v- as also oliscry.tal in j !4 sninmer 
Mrfss; a^d the^, with a pair of jfe-eus, soxm,'! 'wi$g-‘ 
less dneke, and |evora] snow oiintiugsf v'ofc all the 
aniniais uoti^cl fit this pitiv-c. ' ' , ■ 

A f«u<kleH niptioh of tJiet ice on the rabmiog of 
occasioned by a- clmngc ofA'wiuil to tJie 
8.E., threatened to *g,iry gs dmaitly oif ithe lai^d. , 
:It was now more thaiif^OF desirable to hold- onf’s's 
this breeze was likely^to <;leur the sliortiy^f^d at the 
same time to give us a run to thd* westwwd.' 
Hawsers were therefoie laui out to' liie land-ice,^ 
com|>b«cd of sonu- hwy Juasses/ almost oii the 
beach. With the iiiec^ this succoeded, but tha 
Fury, being nniyh' forth er Irani the sliore/ 
began to ino^'e out wih 4 Hie vvhole bbdy of ice, . 
which, cai-rvivig heiyctese to. thibiurge-herg oit thd 
l^oirit, swept' her round tlic l^tfer, whftre, aftpr grea'fei. 
,e;;t0rtipn, '"ilfipfcain ■ H'c^>pii,er' MciiOGdetl getting'' 
and •then tJifo3.e'‘'Saii to beat back tb us; Iqi., 
thF-- meantime . the , strfuh put upon the •- Umla '9 
W^era yeing it^ great for;^hem,^.tihe)^fiuapped oa®' 


Ua^^^'sfe 9 ij.,rC‘e.' it was one of Hankins’s, with tte 
!'dditble duke, and iinraediately brought 
nj&rely the shi]*, hut a lurs'o doo of young ico, wiii<.^, 
had just bi’oken om: s>i:'<^tnn~cidfk\' xiU hands iip-eri^' 
sent upon .the floe fO cixt i*- np HiH'Ojd^ ajid dip whple 
...operation was a novel and, .^'.dhia8,»a tearful .ohe; . 
i'or' the ki^'lxriug weakened 1)^ the enJfhig, W’ptiid ,; 
suddeniy' giitkex fresh wjij asteth, Ciinyiug men and 
1 oO.Ir with jt, while, the ehaixA^abi<? continued to 
plo^ugh, through ‘it in a manner whio}) gave; one the 
^idea, pf ‘j|(ph|ptliing alive,' and cOnt^hally roncwiiig 
jte attacks. The aiuehor held snrptfsingiy, and tifter 
thi% tremfenfions fitTa,ii) had been put upon it' for 
above an hour, wo bad fairly cut; the dloa ii', two, 
and the shi}') vv'as riding in clear waixf about half 
ijiiJe from the shore. ' • i,;.. 

1 was now in hopes we slrould' Save made some 
progress, for & i-rge chHirncl of elea^- vy^ter Wits left 
open iinshorc,; a breeze blew oil ■kltp 'landj ji.nd. i||he 
iemperatjire of the atmosphcj'e hiid again risen e*- 
siderably . We hat^ not sailed fivti T3i3ii|^, however,, ; 
whftft/i?''W^.sterly ' w took us •aback,'" »lnd a most 
dangft^s swell set directly upon the shore, obliging 
ino immediately to stand the land; and the../'’ur?/ 
being still 'to of tltewfioint, 1 ran round 

it, in ©rd(^ to rejoi^ her before suuBet. The euiteHb, 
was hei» setting*.jyer 3 f..fa 8 t to tlie mstw{trd,'“not lesjy 
1 thinly jn some plae^trfhan.two miles an hour,"^ 
that, ' eveni, in a clear little chance 

stemmihg iti much^^^l^ as''v#.*werfi, in’yonngJ 


ot -i-teij' K 

;l|gi^s'''PTi^yfcion,, witli a .&eavr Ml of sn-j^v. The ,- 
■ftomecj^cnee wtis,. UiatVlien v- nvi'io the iau'i on' 
the uiorairig- of the- 2P>v(i, -ire Jmd been drifted tlx- ,|f 
incredible distdwo of eight or nine leagues dnriug'' ' 
tti'./ iii<j;ht'. Vmaii:i.f'' ouj-scIvoh oti’ tlio Woilaskm i-da'ola > 
at the entrauee of iNavy Buaid fiihjfc. „ Wo ai-xxl 


■uofler the islanda to look for aiichoraa 
night, but' the wator being overywiu 


ije'duvtug tbi'il 
i-!-. too dw'p. T’; 


close tf( tlie sliore, w'e nutiie fast ■ sin-<ct, to s^iiae^,'' 
Toiy iicasy icij., n]>on a point \vc took t<' bei,.'j 

the uiainkiKl, ^ut wiiich Cajituiu after- 

wards- found to" be upon oii,8 of the is^^ds, wl je.ii 
are at least; four in iminber. 

After roi'biirrbt on ihe 27th the' wind began to 
iisoderate, tuul (ly degj'oi .s also ilrew more i-o the 
soutliwaid than before. At daT’''j;l!t, therefore, v.e 
found our, S' .‘Ives seven dr eight riiit's from the land; 
bra no ico.wa^ iu sight, excopl. the “sludge’', of 
honey like r:.<insist(!i\ce,.'with wljich almost the whofe 
se.-i was covered. A strong blink, extending |long ; 
the \vest:;ro,. horizon, poini-eri out the position of the 
juain bodj' of ice, ' v/hicli was ih'th.er iUsta|Jt fihjili; 
the eastern shore of the inlet tiiati 1 ever saw 


Bein^ assisted by a fine woi'kitig breeze, which at 
the same time jarCVenfed the foiaaia.fi6r> :;of any more 
ice to dbsj^ract us. we .made 

along the fantl, and at noon w<^. nearfy ‘aOTlaijt; •; 
of Jackson Inlet, which sa^'lo be Cjonsider- ; 

: ably larger than our di.stanlriew of it »n the 
; voyage liad led us to suppose^ AVe found also fW^, 



Jfe^ itnore t^ka teoug^lit tli6 
;;;'^' 'wbick'lb'r two or .fki©® days, past ,.|;; 

skati dctei^ned to make owr 'winteting-place, if, 
fthere waa but little xoasoa to expect, we.s-houid be 
*so fortunate as to pusli the ships tWh^ *u'. My 
i'fsasoTis for eoujing to this deterniination, in 'vt’hicii; 
iGaptain iloppnef^H opinion also Bcr%fed to confirm 
iipik^will be sufficiently gathorwl from the operations 
. of the preceding fortnight, whi(^ convinced me that 
2’‘tke precarious chance of making a few miles' more 
ip 3 pogress could no longer be siifTercd to w'oigk against 
■' the evident risk now attending farther 
^juavigation : a risk not confined to the 
i of the ships to inuninent danger, or tlie hafa^. -of 
being shut out of a winter harboui', bat to one 
wdvichi 1 may be permitted to say, wo all dreaded 
os much as these- -the too obvious pj^^bility dfi 
bur once more bong driven back to the eastward, 
should we’ again become hampered .~irt tim young 
ice. Joining to this the additiopkl consideratipn 
that no known place of security existed to jfefec 
southward on tliis coast, . I had not the smallest 
hesitation in availing myself of the present oppor- 
tunity to get the ehi^ into harbour. Beating up, 
thermoie, to Port Bowep, w® fbmid it filled twQr 
“edd” 8iid “hnmnioc^''^-'*icc, attached to 
B)toni!| nn both sides, ■ as lo%; 4°^“ about thveet’ 
' quaril^is of %uiile below Stoncy I'Hland. Here we 


^ nuus0 of ficatiDg loo. 


" it , 


ca^c of it® irceafe?? 

the margiti, . ' 

I”- bit-iipliteriiig Port Ikiwseil, I waa forcibly eti-iick 
s ti|e circamstancc of the cliha on the south side 
flC tihe t»eipg> ^ many places, covto-ed tyiA , 

K It layh# of transparent-looking ice, oceasjjMi«3; 

, niidou^tedly by the snow; partially thawing there* 
£md thfen being arrested by the frost, and presenting 
a feaiuj'o veiy indicative of the late col'i suinmer, 
Tjhe Bailie thing was observed on. all tiie land to 
which wc made a near ap]>roacii on the south side 
of Barrows’s Stniit' this st-fisuii, espcciaiiy aiiout Capo 
York and Eardiey Bay; but us wc Lad never beem 
close to the®e parts of the shore in ,1 8 if did np^ 

occur to me*as any tiring new or worthy of‘notice.v! 
At Port Bowen, however, which in that yeaft wap 
closely exaiuiued, [ am quite certuin that no such 
' thiri|; was to be seen, even in the month of August,, 
f^e clirfs being then quite clear of snow, except, herC': 
•and there a natch of drift. , 

Late as we had this year been (about the tniddih;; 
of, October) in reaching , Sir James LanepatePpI 
Sotiud, there would still liavt. been tinre for a.Phipi 
.engaged in a wliale-fishery to have reaped a- 
tolerable' harvo.st, a-s we met with a uuml.^er of 
whales in every part of - it, and even as fat as thia,. 
eiu trance of Port Bowen. 'The number legj^t 
"d^together in our jom-nals is between 

I have no doubt ma^y jQsr<^‘ 'f 

'seen, ■and' '^t ■!»., 




li^k-out fot them- would have foimd Mil oceupation 
for her boats. Several which came uear us were of 
; largo a;nii “payable” dimensions. 1 coufe.ss, how- 
;;ever, that ha^ I been within tlie Sound, in a 
whaler, towards the close of so unhivourable a 
season as thi.s, with the young ice forming so 
•'rapidly on the whole extent of the sea, 1 should not 
hare been disposed to persevoro in the fishery,, 
"under circumstances .so precarious, and to a ship 
.riiiprepared for a winter .involving sui'h evident 
.risk. It is probable, however, that on the outside 
formation of young ice wjould have been much 
ui^arded by the swell ; and I am inclined to believe 
that a season so unfavourable a.s this will be found 
of rare occurrence. 

^Ye observed a great many narwbals*i»j different 
parl!®)f "Barrow’s Straif, and u few M'aiiuses, aSd 
should perhaps have seen many more of both, but 
for the continual presence of the young ice. 


CHjfPTER IIT. 

‘Wititcr A;rrani,geMC'nte-— lmproveBi«niH in Warming*, and 

Ship.y--Ma«quf'’rtuk‘)w adopted as an Amusement to the ’Men*— 
Hshincrit of ScIhr^lH-- Magnetic and Astronoiaical Ol>8ervatipn«"^ ' 
Meteorological PJietiume.na. 

October . — Our present winter arrangements so" 
closely resembled, in general, those before adbpt^, 
that a fresh ^inscription of thraan here, . 

•little more, than a rcpiM^Su,,,;of.-'''that 



.''•■'taiiK'd in tiio ng-rmtlves of our former voyages. On 
ekcli sttcneiMiuig ocoa'^ion, howeVer, aonae iuiprovei 
mmitfl ;worc made which, for thh benefif of those ( 
hereafter engaged in similar enterpiaKes, it- niay be 
proper, to recorfl For all those whoso lot it may- 
be to s^tceeed as, sooner or later, in these inhos- ' 
pitable regions, ma.y be as.snrod that it is only by 
.rigid and unreinilted attention to these and num- 
berlees othfir “ litth- things ^ that they can ho[Ki to 
enjoy the good s'tate of health Avliif.^h, uiuler the 
Divine blessing, it has always been our happiness, 
iu so cxtruoi'dinar v' a 'b'.gree, to c 'cperi^.mce. 

In the ‘hiicriptioji ! shall offer iff the appearances 
of nal.urc, and of the v arious occurren'-es, during this 
winter, 1 know not how I cat* do better ihanpurbue 
’ a method similar te that he.nffofore practised, by 
confining myself rather to the pointing out of any ■- 
difference observed in them now and formerly, thap 
by euteriug ou a fresh desc.rifition of tlm actaaty 
piienoiiiona. To those vvlio read, as wol! a« to thosdi 
wiio describe, thi* ucconrit of a w'tuter passed in,', 
tliese regions ca.r, no longer be ''Xpecte<l to afford 
the ialoi-c.st of uo\clty .it once possessed; .mor©'; 
especially in a staiicu alrc'idy delineated withs 
tolerable geograplucal precision on our maps, andg 
thus, as it wc.re, broagdif uciu- t«> our firesides at' 
home, lndtj]iendently, indeed, of this i’ircumstan^ei,** 
it is hard te> conceive any one tluBg more lik© 
another than tw<.) -winters passed in the. higlu^'^ 
latitudes of t.i.ie Polar regions, except) when variety- 
v happens to ue afforded by intercourse with soin® 



bl’aftcJi of “ihe whole family of Wiftte? 


after winter, nature Isc're a i siimes tui aspect so mhoh 
alike, tliat cursory or'.iT' atii.u can scai'cely dek'ct a 
aihgle feature of '^ ai'ietr. The wiotcr of more tem- 


perate climates, .'nai vvcu in Kome of uo slighlj 
se%’crity, rs.ijcuasiunaliy diversities by a thaw, which 
af, oBc.y gives variety and comp;n'ativ(' ebeerfuiuesa 
;'|6 the prospect. i>jt- here, v,-j!i--n once tb ■ ivo ;t) 
i';®OVered, all i- i'b'.'Mry, eionofonons — not 

mere]}- Ps; ditv.^ or \ve(!k'-,, 'cit ibr tuoie tleiii half a 
■jreat: t-ogtd-her. 'd iiieju ver w.-s} ibe eye is tvirued, 
it ,mitot.s a pietnro ■' ;l.(ul:ited to 'iinjircss upon the 
•iaind an idee of inaiiiniate ,st!l!’-',--s of tliat moti'oii- 


le»» torpor witii v/hieh i/Uf leeliogs iiav( nothing 
\:<k>ngeni.fl ; of aiiything. iu short, bet life. In the 
very riieuce tlicre is a (f'adncss v-itb which a human 
'Spectator atipears <'nt ‘S hrcisng Tite ]))'OHe.n>;c, uf 
man seems an joti usioo on i-hc drearj solitude of 
fchi.s wxntrj' desert, wiiie.L e.ccu u.s native animals 
have for awhile forsaten. 


As tills general tlo: cnntioii of the asjuvt of nature 
wonid Fud 'iiike ea.-h wiiiM-r ',ve Inu’c. passed in the 
iei', :s(, e.lso,^ 'A'ltli very vai'iafioii, might our 

limited catalogu.- of o<-,<;u!Teiice.s and atlventiires 
serve epiiuliv- f'oi, an} one ef Umse seasons. Creatures 
of on'e.nti;>..iti!'n', we act ami feel u.-; we did heforc 
on every iil,.- ..i-ca-don, and a.- otlmrs 'will probably 
do rdter as bi the .sm.u; ..ituai-icui. Whul-cvcf 
ditten nee tamo or eveiO.s n>ay have wrought, in 
n«!ividi;..i' feelings, and however different the occu- 
pations which those feelings may haye suggeated,- 




, '“'&©■ sfcran^^g 

^Itttofa-^c^ciii^ ndfc*'. I'aca persuaded, tbeveforiej';^ 
Ji3ba$ jt Bliaii. be' excused in sparing th,e duiness of .; 


ijanofe^r, winteFs diary, and confining myself exr 
^eliisifaly to those facta which appear to possess any . 
“sfeieb^C interest, to the few incidents which. dM 


diversify orrr confinement, and to such remarks as 
may contribute to the hcfilth and comfort of any ./; 
future sojourner.'! in these dreary regions. 

It may wed be sujjposed that, in this climate, the 
principal desideratum which art is called upon to 
'futnish for the promotion of health, is wiumth,. 
well ih the extepiial air as in the inhabited aijart- . 
mehts/ Exposure! to a (;old atmosphere, when the, 
body is well clothed, produces no bad effect whi^j^ 
ever beyond a. frost-bitten cheek, nose, or fin;geK:(;( 
As for .any injury to iiealthy haigs from the breath-- 
ing of cold air, or from suddcii elianges from this 
into a warm 'atmosphere, or ciVx; ivcsd, it may wilh;;;'?; 
much confidence be asserted tiiat, with duo attention, - 


to external clothing, there is nothing in this respect:.^; 
to be apprehended. This inferfmee., at least, would y 
appear legitimate, from th ' fact that our cr&^,vj 
consisting of one hundred and twenty persons; iavb i' 
for four winters been constantly undeigoing, for ,■ 
-.motlitbs together, a change of fi'om eighty to a.;| 
hundred degrees of temperature, in the spibe 
>time required for opening two dtmrs (perhaps 
. .toah half a minute), without incurring^ 
y. mionary complaints at ail If or is \ covertog'-^i: 




^^«4]jiio,Hiih."'"iit aU- 'aeccssary '‘attdter'''*^^|? 
;vsti»n^j, tluju^ to most peisohs very coBdiieive ’tw 
, OpJafort 9 'for some individnala, froia esttrerbe dislike 
tile condensation ' and freezing of the breath 
llftbout the “ comforter ” generally used for thi|^ pur- 
have never worn any such defence for the 
|;‘#otith ; and tliis without the slightest injurious 
or uncomfortable feciing beyond that of a 
• Cold face, which becomes comparatively trifling by 

In speaking of the external (•lothing sufficient for 
i-hhalth in this climate, it must be confessed that, in 


severe exposure, quite a load of woollen clothes, even 
of the best quality, is insufficient, to retain a com- 
fortabie degree of warmth ; a strong breeze c:ir.r3'ing' 
.it off so rapidly that the sensation is that of the cold 
(■piercing through the body. A jjujket made very 
long, like those called by seamen '' pea-jackets ”, and 
dined with fur throughout, would be more effectual' 
than twice the weight of woollen clothes, and is’ 
indeed almost weather-proof. For the prevention 
of lumljago, to which our seamen m-e especially 
liable, from their well-known habit of leaving their 
loins imperfectly clothed,' every man should be 
strictly obliged to’ wear, under his outer ftlothes, a 
canvas belt a foot broad, lined with flannel, ftnd 
having straps to go over the shoulder.^ " V‘ 
It is certain, however, that no precautions in clo^- i, 
in|E are sufficient to maintain health dmring a PoW^i 


i Moil GreOuIiand etfilors use tlitiso, but many .peraomt botit ofiicersand mon, 
an J prejuMce whut. they call ** wealing stays ^ ' 


M%^i^eif, ,;S>®i^,c^i a d& dcgrefe ', 0 ^ fc the" ' 


^4,]peirfeto4Gt8 -:We inliabit. Most persons are jii .i to 
with the idea of wamith, souiething like 
.the oomidrt derivtid from a good fire on a winter’s 
. .evening, ^t homo; but in tiiese regions the case is, 
inconcetvahly difiereiit: here it is not; simple coni^ 
fort, but health, and therefoKj ultimately life, that 
depends upon it. The want of :i constant supply 
of 'warmth is here immadiatcdy i'ollowed by a con- 
' d^nsatio.ft of all the moisture, whether from the 
; breath, victuals, or other sources, into abundant 
drops of ‘water, very rapidly forming on all the 
coldest parts' of the deck. A still low'or temperature 
modifies, and perhffps improves the annoyance by 
'.converting it into ice, which again jm occasional 
; increase of warmth dissolves into nater. Nor is 
this the amount of the evil, though it is the only 
visible part of it; for not only is a moist atmosphere 
thus incessantly ko.pt up, but it is rendered stagnant 
also by the want of that ventilation which warmth 
alone can furnish. With an apai-tmeut in this state, 
the men’s clothes and bedding are continually in a ’ 
moist and unwholesome con^lition, generating a de- ‘ 
leterb)U3 air, which there is no circulation to carry 
. off: aud whenever these circumstances combine for 


any length of time together, so surely m»^ the scurvy, ‘ 

: to say nothing of other diseases, be, cohfidently ox* . 
,;|)eGted; to exhibit itself, i 

f, ‘ With a strong conviction of these fac.ts, arising' 
from the extreme anxioi^ with wJ^^h hava be^ . 
a^uatomed to watch 'ev^ miniita circumstance ’. b 


conceived how. highly. 1 must appreciate auy;;aa&i^:i§ 
that can bo devised to counteract effects "so petni<iaouai.^ 
Such means have been completely furnished by Mr.' . 
Sylvesters warming apparatus— -a contrivance , of 
fti, which I scarcely know how to express my admii»r„? 
'' •"tion in adequate The.aJ.teratiou adopted oh ' 

voyage, of placing this stove in the very bottom 
> of the hold, produced not only the effect naturally 
'^ to be expected from it, of -increasing the rapidity of . 
;f:!l&he current of warm aiCi,aiid thus t-arrying it to all 
I the ofii(j(*rs’ cabins with'less lo.«s of heat in its pa.s>" 
'•sage; but was also accompanied by an advantage 
' scarcely less important, \v.liich had not been antiei- , 
pated-H! This was. the perfect arid uniform warmth 
.mainbiined duri|% the winter in both cable-tiers, 
which, when clewed , of all the stores, gave, w 
another habitable deck, on Avliich more tharf’^^e-. 
thii-d of the men’s hammocks were lierthcd, thus 
affording fp the ships’ companies, during seven or 
eight months of the year, the indescribable oorafort 
of nearly twice the space for their bed.s, aiSfd twice 
liie volume of air to breathe in. It nccdfscffircely 
- be added, how conducive to wholesome ventilation, 
•and to the jircventifui of moisture below, su<h aa ' 


arrangement [).roved ; suQiee it to say, that we-,bave^ 
never before Iwen so free from moi'^ture, anff .that I"-'; 
Cannot but chiefly aitribute to this iipparafciis thqy 
unpreopdahted good state -of health we 
during'tlii% winter. ' ' 

One very healthy comfort which I ; 





in tBe ^ 




> 


coropftny, b’.it 


Ifeotiiti flfcTer tiji now venture ’t(?.t>iitenipt, was tiiiU i/f 
pTOviding the conveuienceH ft.fr a certain numher t f 
men. dtiJly to wash thf .ratelves in from head, to loot 
in butts of hot- water throughout the winter. For 
this }jurpus»<ft p<.rtiou o.r tfiie of the tieif; was screened 
;; oil' every morning, and the piwtice was CK.ctinued 
during or.r whole stay iii wini.ei fjua.rto’s. 

Kvery attention wes, a.- issuul, paid to th*.. occu- 
pation and diverdon of the nicji’s minds, as well, as 
to tlie regularity ■ of tiwir borlijy c,x:(U'(;is«. Our 
fbiTxior amuserne.nts being alniu.sl wori, tiirtiadbmre, 
it required sonio ingeiiuitj t'> dcvi.sc any jdan that 
Bliouhi pogsc'Sh the citarm of rie'veliy <•> reeonimend 
it. This |,)urpo.m’ was e'onpt iejy afiswered, bow- 
.ever, by a ]!iT>[tos:d of Oa[:taiii JU-j ‘porr, to attoTap^‘ 
-,ii ('I'-, in which odicerK and men efoidd tdike 

. take part, but whif.h, ’vV.'ti;,ont )i)tpos,iog any rest Jnii.'t 
whatevoi, would l(.a.ve cv ry f)>je to rbeir own cho.ice, 
wliethoa- to join in this divci'.'don us- not. .it is iru- 
' possible, that any idea, could lirive. j.iruvcal more happy 
or tmvre exa.ct.ly .mited t.i our Kituaf ion. ' A(imlrably 
. di.“f*s,scd clinrac.i e.rf' of vn.rious de.Hca iptions readily took . 

thou parti, many of these wore supipoitcd with 
da degree -d’ spirit and gc-nubu'. hnmonr which would 
• not have di-igd-fea'l a more, refijied assembly; while 
the latter might not have disdained, and would not 
liiyye been disgra'aMl by copying tbe good oidery. 
«Je(!ora5n, and inoffensive cheerfulness wlnt-h ottr 
.dlihTObie masquerade’s |')resentod. It df,-.>s esj^aidlfd"- 
the dispoaitions and good stense of our. men 




> tijongli all the oiliecrR entered folly into' the . 

of thcise mntisoments, which took place once a”' 
month alteriiately on honrd each ship, no instanc«^ 
jihtceurred of apy thing that could interfere with thef- 
i regular disciplme, or at all weaken the re-Rpect of the 
; men towards tlteir superiora Ours wore MiWpioradeS' 


^ without license — carnivals -without excess, 

-But an oecupatiou not less assiduously pursued, 
of infinitely more eventual honefit, was furnished 
by the re- ostabJishmont of our schoois, under the 
-voluntary superiutondonce of my friend Mr. Hooper 
' in the //cc/'P and of Mr. Mogg hi the Furif. By 
; the judi' ion,' zeal of Mr. }-!vK>j>er, tlie neclus school 
fwas made suiiservion'-^ not r.ucely to the improve- 
> ment of the nn-n in reading and wilting (in which, 
however, their pre-gress -was surprisiijg'Jy great), hut 
also, to the. cultivation of that re3igi(.>ris feeling whi«;h 
•so essentially improves the cliaraeter of a seaman, 
by fornishing the highest )m'ti\'<',' for increased at-, 
tention to every other <3iiiy. Nor was the, benefit 
confined to the eighteen ov twenty individuals whose 
wantof scholiifsliip iiroiight iln'in to the schooi-tehle, 
lint ten, led itself to the .rest of tlio slup’s comfiany, 
niak'ng the whole lower-drck sucli a scene of (juiet, 


rational occupation ;uh 1 never before, witnessed oh ■ 
boaxil a's-fip. And I do not sjieak lightly, whbu I* 
express mv- Hioruagh persuasiun (.iiat to the moral "' 
dh-cts thus prodm ed upon the minds, of tljc , men 
were owing, in a very Idgh degree, the constant yet, 
sober chcrcfulness, tin*. munterruptol g?o<t 
and even, in some measuro, the e.xttaordma^'jSitetc 




i 'WhicK prevailed ainoiig. ns during this 


Jmmcili^tely after the ships were finally secured, 

* we erected the observatory on shore,, and cninmeueed 
I oSc arrangements for tlic various oteervations to 
^ which our ' jsttention was to he directed during the 
^fvinter. The interest of these, especially of su(ih as 
related to magnetism, increased so much as wo pro- 
ceeded,' that the neighbourhood of the observatory 
assumed ere long almost the; appearance of a scat- 
tered viliagej, the number of detached hoas(‘,s, having 
various needles set up in tliom, soon amoimting to 
seven or eight. 

The first observations on the variations of the 
^magnetic needle, on our arrival at Port Bowen, dis- 
covered to us tlie interesting fact rd' an increase in 
the phenomenon since our former visit in’ 1811 %* 
amounting to about nine degrees, namely, from' one 
hundred and fourteen to one liundred and twenty- 
thrOd degrees. By employing delicately suspenderj^ 
instead’ of supported ne(;dt(‘s, we also found a diurnal 
Variation to this amount, and. having a .regularity 
1; of which we had before no idea. 

'f'ho extreme facility with which sounds are heard 
Int a eonsidcrahh; distance in severely cold weather 
has often been a subject of remark ; but a circum- 


.itence' occurred at Port Bowen which deserves to 
i& 'notfeed, as affording a '’sort of measure of this 
;:l^ility, or at least conveying to others some definite 
.of the fact. Lieutenant Foster, paving oc- 
§(ip©iit .to B€md a man from the .ob^ryatory to. tho 




■*:seeaua mvrnn baif-ray betweea to 
■fections; })ut be foaitd, on trial that ibis 
SfiMitipn was uuueoessary, tw be couid wt oa - v i « 
' Ctjlty keop-wp a conversadon with t. le ' , . 

distent station. Tin-, thermometer was at this time 
-IHl the barometer 3o;14 mebcs, and the weathet ^ 
nearly calm, and (.juite clear and aprenc. ^ . .. 

llie meteorological phenomena observed dimug 
tbifl winter, like most of its otbei oc-euiicitees, ,, 
■.difered 8 .^ little, in cbaracter from those noticed on 
>the former voyages, as to render a separate de- - 


'goriptidn of each wholly unnee’V'saiy. ^ d 

' The Aurora IJorealis, which constetutes, one ot ,pae 
*roealiHr features of a i\'mt.er, occurred with 

Wly. fre-pumey a.s on former occaaiona 

Bv fax & greater jiart of these phenoineuft assum^ 

■ yne general cl uimr^ter and occupied ne.arly the sanre , 
Jiosition:' It usually consisted m an arch, 8 om^ 
times tolerabry continuous, but more freqdenfe 
broken into -deteched irregular masses of- uebiite ■ 
of light, <,..\tcnding from about w. to S.E. It some- 
timts. hoi’.'ever, e.\tended a few points beyond tk^ 
liearings, but very rarely occupied any of 
northern part of the tieavens. „ , . . 

'This .winti'u* corthiiuly iifford^d but few 
. displays of the Aurora. The following notice in- 
cludes all that appear to me to requ^o,^a scpiixa^. 
;de>«iiption.'..\ 



tTbte,'^ 

oC'-tbe. sou-^^ -.s^^'^br ’ 
'',.'Mf*p^i :^ii^. , '-'^t ^;eveIl on tW^lliSJqiK^ triorning , 

aad sktioip^i deawibing . 
^'i well-^sl^lti fl»^^b3ctonding from the ks.e. h<Wi?Qh' 
VW that*at?w;x.W;',-^«h4,}^ thnnigli 'the'aflS^iiu'-' 
A'y^rf fa^nt arch visible on each aide, of, 

this? appearing to diverge from the same points -in 
the horkoti,! se});u-aiiijg to twenty degree.? dis- 
tance iu the zeiiiiii. it remaincrl thus for twenty 
mintitcs, when the coruscations from each ■aroh met, - 
and after n short Irat brilliant display of ligTi^ 
grfi<laa.lly died r..AVKy. Early on the nmndiig of-th© 
T&th of- January, 18-25, the Auvo.ra broke out to 
•^he southwaid;’ and continued variable for three 
iiiiours, between a K.w. and S.E. bearing. From three 
to four o’clock 'the whole hori/on, from south to, 
.west, was brilliantly ilhiniiuated, the ii.fjht being| 
cantinuous almost throughput, the whole extent;'^ 
and reaching several degi eea in lieight. Very bright -, 
tertieal mys were constantly shooting upwards from 
the gcaeral mass. At half-past five it again becanip;, 
; so briltiaiifc as to atinxct particular notice, de.scribing, 
two .atches passing in an cast and v/est directionV 
very near the veruth, with bright coruscations,;! 
-.is-sning from it ; but the whole gradually dbap-^g 
' peared with the leturninj 
the Aurora 



evening, 


th&t -this appotiTftoeo is «itu63iy r^®rr^ to o*!fect_ of 

pewpeotiTej /j"' 


feoulhem ^Mble ' Hearly the 

^iioTe wght; i>vf' uuy rj^niarkable iea- 

■tniro. 

.''AboiUk'midii\i>iit5"^ 27t1i;of Jaiuiary, Ibis ' 

lu.<)kc‘ .iu fi single mas^ of 

*,%riilii.int yellow light, sitoute^'^ about a beariBg, 
’^i'iand a.ppeariug only a. slioi’t distance ril)0ve>tb6 laiid, 
,Tbi^ ni-HP of ligbt, lumvli Ms^ajiding gc:n,e?‘ai cm- 
somotiires a.ppeored k» be evidcutiy coiu- 
po^ed of nu morons p'oncile (»f roiitiOT>sed, as it 
" wor|ri;J.afK^rtiiiy inU> (‘ue, its lim/Os bot/h to ilie right 
■,^5' aridv ;feft 1 M *,i! ig wrdi dcfii us' j 0i ml uearl)' vcrticiiL , 
:'Tl'ie'Hgljb thtnig'b \-‘.\y bnght.sf o.l] imy% varied 
conBta.otly ii]' inteh-b.y, and diis had the 
,a{.>}>eaoanef' umi an uiiConorH'n \u llio Arupra),- 
., of b* iuij; produood. fjv (.-ne vcbuo** (d’ lignt ov* J'layin^',’^ 
?;iiotjj(3r, just as voo se(‘ tho da.i'k'xa"'S:- and ^lensity of 
, snr/kt‘ jncro'ised by oloiid Tvdiijjy; ove.r *;!oiul While 
Ibent/mants 8hs‘n*r arsl JtosS; and n vseJf, Vvcre ad- 


miring thcextrenic beauty od' this pherKHneiion from 
ihe oljsorvahirys we sirniVdancously uttered an 
ex(damatiori uf surjuise at secjng a bright r;iv of the 
Aurora shoot snddenJy downward from \}\c geueraJ. 
mass light, and l‘ctwceD ub and the laud, wMch 
was iia re <iisrmt Oidy three tliousand yij?da flad 
i wituesBei] f/iiis phenomenon by'p^vBdl^,;. i should 
have l>een dis]:)os(‘d to receivi^ witn' caution tlie evi- 
fienco even ot my own senses^ .^s to this last lact; 
lait the,, apptiiiraute t onveyiufr ’precisf;]]- du3 same 
id(3a to ii'iit'e' hhclividu,als at once, all intently '' 
engaged iab|o<|l^ihg_ tQ^vaids the Bpot, 1 ’ haye„-h^;'' 




■- Sdfibjfc'’ tMt,, of ., 




Al^uf'j^e .o’cl<S& 0» / 

K’^H« Auroi»'^t»tf- apf^ over the hUls- 


'FAjcuarj^i' 
in a soQtk 


cuon, pre-souting a i'rtlliani mass 
light, voiy 'Similar to that just tk*rffri))ed. 
rolimg motion of the light laterally wn? here also 


very striking, as well as the ujcrea.se of its intenai|y- 
thus occaaiojied. The liglifc oec-upied jiorizjjntjillTy 
; about hs, point of the compass, and extended in 
hei^ii 'searcely a degree above the lancV'^'^hich 
however, to conceal from us a part ial the , 
pnenomenpii. It was always evidei)f. enough that, the ’ 
most afcfehuijttHijlight of the Aurora seasildy diiiltoi^ : 
the stars, like a thin veil drawn over them. Wc'fre* 
'q^jieutly listened for any sound proceeding from this'," 


phenomenon, but*gcvcr heard any, (hir variation- 
needles, which w^eie e.xtroinely light, suspended in 
the rntjst djdicate matjner, and from tiie weak 
directive energy suseeptibio of being acted .upon by 
a very slight disturbing force, were Jiever in a single 
instaru'e sensibly a(Tei-.t,ed by the. Aurora, which 
■could scarcely fail to haye been observed at some 


time or other, had any such disturbance feakCii 
pljG^^ the K'.cdlcs being visited every h0U;|. &*■ *' 
several months,' and oftenei-, when anything occulte<|;, , 
to make it de-sirable. 

The inetcoi's (jalieddps^ling-starS were much more . 
frecj^nen.fc during titts win to- ever before 

cAw themj and particuiarly^ month tjf ,. 

itofecCmben On the $th, .at auuai^A^st seven in 

I'fv' ■' n . ; 


PAfeK-v'S THiaD 'VOYAOS. ■■■;■.• 


^ a parti, ,ul,.t)y teg,; btflti«.| . 

jotlrm o£ tjiit'kiad fcU in tho a.aw., tlia weathni# 
behiff very fiuo and cleat oveilicad, bnt hazy , near 
the horizon. On the JoJlowiug day, between four 
five P.M.. aaothu- very brilliant one was ob^ , 
'%vea in the noiHi. ialUn;. hoin an aititnde of 
■ ftboqt thirty five deetees till lust behind the land; 
the *hcr was af this time e.lear and serene, and 
noiremarkaidc diange took place. On the 12th, lio* 
'less than five meteors of this kmd were ubserved in 
a quarter of an hour, and as 0,osc wete attended, : 
with some remarkable circoinstam es, i shali nere 
give the account furnished me by Mr. Iloss, who 
with Mr. Jkdl obsovved tlnisc, nru-umuena. “From 
seven to idne p.m. the wind.'>ud.ieiil>' -iseu fewi 
a moderate brec/.; to a .strong g»i.e irom the south- 
ward. .At ten it lagan to niotierate a Idtlej tfic- 
haze. which hid li.>r scxeral bouif; uoseured every 
star, pradually sinkiittr tewavds the iiorizon, f’ud 
.•levon o'clock the whole atmosplu-.i-c was eistremery 
e.l( 3 ar above the altitude of or six degrees. Thc^ 
thcriuometor also fell ironi O' —it as thq hi^t 
' <;ieurr,d away. At a quart,M- pa..sf, eievam my attnti- ' 
‘ tiod was dire.c.ted by Afr. Bell t.o some mefeqrfi 
which he observed, and in h-ss thiOi a qu!i,vter,i^j®np 
hour five were scoi. ' 'I'hc twm first, rtotic-.d onl^by 
Mr. Bell fell in quh;k .suc,cea,?ion, probably iml more 
th.m two luinufi.-, apavt- 'Op third ,i}qK'..ired ,d'«mt 
eight minutes after these, ucui exc' ciled in btilliwicy 
a'iv vi the '^kuriouH' '"ug .stars, it took a tlirec^on 
frcii.: near g* Tauri, and pmssing slotvly' tSwards tlw 



' ^lei^dea, ie^b sparks^ like tkai tail 

'. ;^ket,» tHese being visibly for a f^,'^ sei.'/ni.*'-' after 
''■!'lHo mf|fceor appt’ared to break, which it did ('i.ese to 
Vthe ,Tho fourth Tuetcor tnade i’.s appi-ar 

• aaoc .very near' the :-5am(i place, aa the aiid about 
five miuuies after it. Taking the cout-se of tLo'? ’ 
seei^M'^ Mr. Bell, it passed to the e.'istward, aud 
■Tdi^appeared half-way between /i 'j'auri andi^petiaird. 
id fifth of these mcK ors was s'-er! to the cit-tward. 


•m 


passing through a apace of aiiout five degrees fro 
north to south pui-allel to the horizon, and nicving 
along the upper part of the clouil of haze which 
stUi extended to tlie ultiiude of live or six degrees. 
It \va8 m(»re <lin) than the. re.-it, aj'd of a red colour 
like Aldehura.tj. The third td these meteors' was 
the , only one that left n tail behind it, as above, 
dcfieribed. d'herc usm a jaiot appearance of the 
Aurora >1 the westward near tbe horizon.” 

On the 1.4 th of iJeccmber R<'^'e.ral very bright 
ruetcors werii observed to fall between the hours of ,;! 
five and six in the evuniiig, at w hich time the wind 5 
freshened from the K.w. l)y k. m a very remarkable|i 
mann.'p i’te t-Ps occasion, as well as on the I2th' 0 %'.' 
I)ecembf.a:j^ there appeared to be an evident coioci- ' 
. betw'een the occurrence of the meteors and thfe 
‘xdWKgm of the w'eather at the time. . 

Haloes apipeared very frequently round the moon,, 
particulhfly about the times of his opppsitioni, and - 
. when there w^as any haze in the atmosphere. 
dr three times a distinct paraNelona^ waf seen on eai^ 

mjock moiMi or '• , ..-’vp 
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>«ide, situated, as usual, np ai the and at 'Afr:':- 

angular distauct? s-f about tNvority-tii:r.vdegrecs 
the moou. In one inslaiicc oiiis t he parasoi-ru-e^tao ... 
sliolitiv <-»loureti with a fai. ;--d tint. Ui tl.ic 
and spiiug, inirtisularjy Use iiiH'.'-r, iudoe.s p.m. .pat- 
heiia’ wm' ray frequently ahout the ,sun,,n;lTO , 
suremchi of their angular distimoo iroiu T.fait mnn - 
nary being always ootwem tw'.-nty-i.Wi^in! 

I, three degrees, _ , ■ , ■ '.‘ff 

,|. Eart.leula ati,<ntion wa.^. paal to t.ne ohangoB 
'"thl' baroinei.er driring t!u. wnit.-r, to vd-uu': nj,u(Ut 
■ encouragement g’lv'iui by 'he c-xcelfcnce o- 

instrumeufcs vvil.li \vl.;e.}i we' were nov. iiuriKSico. 
The times of reg:sL(U' at sea ha '- uben !br< e, msd nine, 
AiLnnd v.M. ■ those hour?, li.aving b-u n ie(-..aumcmna 
as % most proper i-- de.teet.iue- any lounry eseiUa- 
tii>nS of tie.; nuo'curial ('(.>!uvaii. 'b ii* u we lysin' tixed 
for ih ‘ vvdutor, ainl ou.r aiteuition ( otild more 
exelasi velv devoted to sdeutihi. sibjoe.ts, tli^Tegisf' i 
was extended to feem .'uid tun and U* 

five aud eleven (..’clor'e 'ri.v mou,„ rigid atteutioii 
the ols-errat ion ainl .'.orrectiou ol ibe column, diuing 
several nunth.s, discovi ' mi os'-dtation tunou..d>ing 
nu!v 1' tell Ihou.saadi le j.'ai'ts of an iiiclj.. u I 'he times 
of the and luininuun aitit.ude^'pear, how^ 

ever, de'uJcdi\ to ienn- to four aud tcJi o'cloc k, add 
i.. toliuw a law din I -My tin- reverse, a,'- tm 'time, pi 
that fouijd to oUait.’ ui temperate eJimab;s,the cofutrin 
ifeiLio; huLfhoBt.’ iit ft.HU’, uad lowest cit ten ocl0|?f^tfP^lA 

d„M, a.llii P.Mu ^ 

mo:.k ^ud av^jwbrijag a*; a bright ligtt rc-fd k if. 




The btirometer did net to iodioato 

.;'%awp' the diiiriges of-^e weattjo'’ Vitlj any de<(iv,b of “ 
.l.ndecd the reraark that we. had al-,vii.yfi , 
iViatio, that filt(;rations iu the mcfuuriai eohuini 
iho£e"d'req'iifint.ly aecornpauy tlnoi precede Lhe vi?i!iie , 
Slikogca cf troather ui these regions, v,n.s eqiijdi}’ i,v<ie 
of pm presi^t expeiieiicc; but. ou one or tVo ficca- 
'«ioTis hard- of (‘.ousiiierabh; daration ot.cnrrod 
: -without tted)arometer falihig at ;di iadow the iTH-uti " 
the coiiiren in ilacse, regu)nfi, oi evdii ro.<c.’ 
steailtly^uriug the continuance of the gale. Ihirttig 
one tfcek alrreiijt conatant l-;..»vving weather, and 
two, days of very violent, gales from tiie e.a,.stwHr'l, in 
the mouth of April, ihe l..aroii!Oter ronniiucd oon 
gi hjrid-'ly above thirty iiiohes the wjioTi’ lane. .It ii-i 
necessary for mo hei'c to remark l-ha.t tic.', uiiusual 
pa'OpurtidiJ of <!a.st(U'K' vciiols r••gis^e,l^',d iti our jonr- 
nals diflirf-0 this winier i!iu.st, b i.y c»))ndl^p|»be i 
attributed to the if.'.al sitaatio?. of ,iur -.vd atm -quar- 
lei's, v/hidi „a!'a;e. aip; ■'o-'cJ t.< ;;a:. .<nHici,ent to ac.comjt ' 
for the anomulv. The iaiids op each !-'ide of Fort 
Bowen, running ncariy oast and west, and rising to 
a height of six to nine. Imndied feet aliove the sea, 
with deepMd broad ni.‘. inc 'id'-'-so'.! ng the. country 
in al.'iiost hyiicy uirci'ti.,.a.', may t>e iuipposed to have 
had cou.riilorable inllut.i.ii'e on tlu direetion of the 
wi'iid. In confirniatioti o.!‘ this su[»poBithjn, imieed, 

■'t was usually noticed that iho easterly winds wete .; 
wft^“;jus attended with clear weather, -vyhiic the con-*,, 
ttary obtained -with altno,st every brtjeze from th^:: 
west and .gipEth- west, thus revc-rsiug in this, r^^eep* 



' voTjLosr'y? ' ■' 'T:}v 

sJfcio the usual order of things. It Was moreover 
'dteer /tnl that the eloutl? were fi’eque.iiUy cdming 
-^tsi the tiorth-west, when the wind in Port Bowestt 
'*was easterly. I must, however, except the gales 
ejcperiDUfced from the eastward,, which were probably 
• strong enough to overcome any local defiectiba to 
which a light breeze would be siibicct; add indeed 
these were ahvays accompanied with, overcast wea^ 
^y^erand a high thermometer. After the middle of 
^ctober the gales of wind were very few till towards 
^lie middle of April, when we experienced more blo^p 
■fe weather than during the whole wiijter. , 

A.;- The mean tempewture of tins, season wc consi- 
) dered. rather high us eomparod with that of former 
wiators, in proportion to tiie latitude of the station. 


CHAPTER IV. 




Mofc0oro]f>|f!eal Phenffrji^^iaa oontmued—- Ile-eiitiJpmpnt of tbe Ships — Se'’‘e’hirl 
d ourn»)^ .’OJidOTtaketi'---Open Water in the OfMg—Ct’fhiiotdiceMwiiig’ 

' vj^: iibemto the t^iurttption ef the Ice — 

ro^t,Xk«\'eiu ■ , ' . 

height of tlie lahi^ about Port Bowen deprive^ 
us longer rhau usna! of the .sun’s presence Aeve c# 
horizon. Sonic* ol’ our gentlemen, indeed, who as- 
cended a high hill for the purpose, caught a glimpse , 
of liim on the 2nd of February; on the 15th i| ^ 
cam© visible (tt the observatory, but at, the ships nibt 
till the 22nd^ after an absence of one hundr©<Ji:*ftud . 
twenty -one days. It is very long aftor the suit’s 



,ij^t. ^‘Ms iftya, fts to wamth, beet®#^"' perceptibief’ 
¥fel£ passes after week with eearcfely anv ii',e in tl:& 
':&etjru!!lneter except for an'’liotir or two during the 
day; aad it is at this period more than any other,- 
perhaps, that the lengthened duration of a ]joiur 
winter’s cold'is most w’earisome, and creates the most 
j^mphtiehce,, Towards the third week- in March, thin 
flakes df snow lying upon Uaek pMnted wood or 
metal, and exposed to the sun's direct rays in a' 
sheltered situation, readily melted. In the_ second 
wfcek of April any very light -covering of sand or 
asbis upon the snow close to the ships might be 
obseiwed to make Its way downward into holes; bnt 
a coat of sand laid upon the unsheltered ice, to the 
distance of about two-thirds of a mile, for dissolving 
a caUvil to hasten our liberation, produced no such 
sensible e£|}Ct till the beginning of May. Even then 
the diss^s^iou was very trifling till about the first 
week ih’lnne, when pools of water began to make 
their apjjearance, and not long after this a small boat 
,W0}iid ;^ve floated down it. On shore tl^ 

‘in tglneral still more tardy, though some ai&piS^' 
is there occasioned V>y the dissolution of 
’next the ground, while its upper surface w ml 
appeamnee undergoing: little or no change. Thus a 
gi^ater alteration is sometimes produced in the aspect 
of the land by a single warm dayjn an advanced; 
pftft of the season than in many weeks preceding, in 
dShsequence ofi:he last crust of snow b^^ig dissolved, 
leaving the ground at length entirely Ijararb. “We 


-osy .po:aay 'as ea?ij as 

‘ Towards the end of May a gioftfe dea^•iof enow 
|0sai„dis8olved daily, biit owing to ti^porous nature 
‘-.m- the ground, wLicjh absorbed it as fast as it "was 
!^|onned, it was not easy to procure water for dtink- 
■ipg on shore, even as late as the 10th of June. In 
the tayines, however, it could be ])eard tiiekling 
under stones iHu'ore fijal liai',-. ajid about tho I'Sth, 
niany considerable sti'cvuns w<.‘re formvd, and eon- 
spantJy running ludJi night ami day. After this, the . 
thawing proeoedevi at an incouceiN'iibJy rapid rate, 
the wlioie surface of the floes being coviued witli 
large pools of water rapidly increasing in siac and 


We- observed tiethlng extraoi'diiia.ry with respect 
-td the sun’s light aL'ou;.- the shorLC't day; but as 
ea^|§||vas the .doth of JS'<<veml>ei’ Areturus could vei*y 
be distinguished by tJie nnbed eye, whcT! 
!|ciiT'’the south meridian at noon. About ' the first, 
April the retlcction of light fionj iho snow* 
beeanie so strong a.s to create intlamniation in the 
and netwithstandiug the n.sual precaution of 
Aveai'ing blatm crape veils during • .•.g.o.xure, several 
cases ('•! snow-blitidness occurred shortly afterwards. . , 
Thei! \wis jio tvant of well-defined clouds this 
winter;, thost* were almost entirely of the kind called 
ci.rro-,-'tratu3, or apju'oaching fs' that Tnodification.' 
Camnb and. cuTo-eumuli uccurred only with the , I 
advance of sj^ing. l'h<‘' sty in this respect differed •’ 
from that of our winter at Aleivilie Island, and 


Island and Igloolili, clouds - 
,pu<di 'more frequently than at the former, ' 
ahd ihqre i^ol^than at the two latter fttition ■■.. 

There are pcmaps few thin.;fs niore dithciilt to 
obtain than a comparative mra'-iire of tlie quantity 
of .ytiow tijAt fails at different, places, owtug '•.j the 
facility; with which the wind blows it off a smooth, 
f surface, such' as a floe, of level ice, and the callcc^on 
occasioned by drift in conri<.'qt!i.;uce of the .saialiest 
obstruction.’* Thus, its mean depth at Port Bowen, 

• measured in twenty difl'ei'cnt place.s on rhe smooth 
ice of the harbour, wnis three inclus on the htit of 
April, ahd on the Ist of May it had onl); increased 
to four and 'a half Inches, while an imioense bank, 
fourteen feet dee}>, had formed on one side of the 
lieoh.) pecaftoned by the heavy drifts. The crystals •< 
were, as usual, c.xt.remely minute during the continq- 
anee of tlic, cold weariser, and more or less of 
were; always ffdling, even o.n the clearest daya 
1'lic aium.:!.I,.< seen at Port Bowen may 
briefly noticed. The principal of those seen 
the winter were bears, of which we killed twelve, 
from OctolKU' to .lune, being more than during 
the other voyages t.aken together; and several others 
jly^erc .seen, (.trie of these animals was near proving 
, fatal to .a seannia of the Fury, who, having straggled 

y^If even tt fnir moat; a re jf tbe could be obUioed, it would noiituaie* 
d^ateif detemiino tbe <.'.»nip.iruiivc qwmtUyy fora. b«ibiM3 foot of snow, stu jiaktUto - 
m tbjtt which fall« in Ijitifudea* and ip the compact state in which it lie® 
the grouud^ would probably weigh mach moWj ai;d produce a great deirf';,' , 
were water, than the r<\m& measure in a leaa sever© alimate jvrhero il 
ffUifii ix> larger liakci. The weight of a cubic foot of snow at#*ort Bowan^idu|f 
of a: drift, and weighed by Mr. Rowland, w&sd.]hirty pounds, boing. the , ■ 
;,ji|©n,Ol©*rvoral ©^porimenta, all agreeing very noaiiy. ' „ 




wM the. top 

Jf bear coming tow^ards hijn 

pradcntiy made off, taking off ilia boots, 

P ^ble him r^n the faster, but not so prudhntly 

pxtatod hiiUHclf over aii almost perpeadieufet 
down M'hieh he was said to haVe rolled or 
■fallen several bauJred feet ; here he was met by 
sonic of the p''‘.oplo in so lacerated a condition as to 
te jn a Very dangerous state for some time a.iter.'^ 

A she^bear, killed in the open water m our first 
at J'ort JBowen, affoj'Jed a strikiiig mstanco 
0r maternal affection in her aiixiety to save her twd 
cubs. She might herself easily have escaped tlie 
boat, but would not forsake her young, wiich siie 
was ''towing'' off by allowing them to rest 

her back when the boat' came near tlieim A 
second similar iiiskuice occurred in the spritig, when 
tmlmhs having got down into a large crack in the 
ice their mother placed herself before them, so as to 
secure them from the attacks of our people, which 
she might eaHiiy have avoided herself. 

This unusual supply of liear's flesh was particu- 
terly serviceable as food for the Esquimaux dogs we 
had brought out, and which were [dways at work 
% a sledge; especially as, during the winter, our 
number w^as increased by the birth of six others of 
these useful animals. * 

or two foxes {Canu lagojm^y w^m killed^ 
and four ca ught*'' in traps during the winter, weigh- 
ing from pounds and tbree*‘quart0rs to tliree 

^Tbe man, hibi iwaa© to Ui® Isil!, oailiaKX $t Moui^t * 



, pouTids and 'riio; colour of one of ^ 

!{^iJ]iese aix^mfds, wliicV) livc*<« for snnie time on boJird 
^ tJje fixry and became tolerably tame, was nen-rly, 
pure "wdiite till the month of May, when lie shed his 
Vw and lHicame of a dirty chocolate colour, 

" 'with two llglit-bmwn spots. Only three, 

bares {Ijipnn varlcihilis) were killed from October b.i 
weighing from six io eight pounds and three- 
quarters. 1'huir fur ^■v!l3 extremely thidc, soft, and 
,, of the most bcauL’tful whiteness imaginable. We 
saw no deer near Port Boweii at any season, neith^ 
were we yisited by tludr enemies ti'.e wolves. A. 
single ennine and, a few un’.ce (.l/'w JIurls-oTiin^) 

. complete, I believe, our scurby li.sfc of quadrupeda at 
this desolate and unproduettee liace. 

Of birds, we'had a fioch or t wo of <!iK’k3 occasion-' 
ally flying about the small liun-s o!' open water in 
the ofting, an late a.s the drd of ( Ictobcr; 'but none , 
from that time to the beginning of June, and then 
■'only a single pair was oc-casiouady seen. A very 
few grouse were met with ;dRo ti.ftor our arrival at 
.Port Bowen; a .ing]'; spraimen was obtained on 
thei 23rd of December, and an'orher on the ISth , 
of February. TliCy agaiu made, tinur ap-pcaranee 
towards tJio end of March, and in less than n month 
about two hundred were killed; after which yre 
f scarcely saw another, for what reason we could not’ 

' conjecture, except that they might possibly be hh 
i |heir W'ay to the northw^ard.and that the n iter barren- 
ness of the Ifoid ai tout Port Bowen afforded no induce^ 
ment for their remaining in our rmighbourhoodi 



I*AH.JJVS THltUD -YOYAiamf’V’'' ■ 


Lfelitenant ^ss, who jjai(5 great attention to 
.^fei^ology, reihjyked that the frrouse met with’ 
of three kimls, nauu-J > , tlie ptarmigan 
' . /■■• )■• >he roi'.k-grouof {Tctiuo rii.jit'-.itn.'i), 
a 3 lp^Ko%illo'A - partridge ( Tvlmo albus). Of bhe.H(- 
only the two fonner were seen iji the 'spring, ami 
: by far the greater number killed were of the firat- 
mentloned species. They usuiilly had in tlioir mays 
ti itof^a avos of the Dnitis iuti'grlfoUa, buds of the 
‘-S^^raga oppositljolia, Salix arctiea, and Drbha 
f the (piiu.iities b(*iisg according to the order 

0.n whieli tJie pianis have here been luinnid. A, few 
leaves ak<; of tlie Polygonnin vivipamm were fuimd 


in on© or tw'o sped mens. '.Ihe .-e.ow- bunting, with 
its Iprightly note, was, ;i,s usual, one of btJr earnest . 
visitants in the* spring;, but these' were' feW' i|.d 
number, anil remained only a short time. : A V«!^ry. 
few 8an<l}'ipers were also ge- ti,' and now 
one or two g)au<"ou8, iveuy, and kittiwakc- gllBa. 

A jiair of I'avens apjavu-cd uc(‘,;isi(mally during hh(' 
wliole vviubn her. . as at nu'st of onr fornidr wititer 


stations. 

A^ith ti view to extend our p - d know- 

ledge as leueh as oui' moans pernu'ted, tiir(je land 
journeys wore, undertaken as soon as the weather 
was suilicicntly warm for pro-, aruig any water. 
The first party, '-or si ■ting of six meTi;tmder Captain 
l|o|)piior, were inBt.ructeei to travel to the eastward, 
to endeavo ir to readi the sea in tl'.at <yrt!c.ticfa and 
to d^epvei tin! coraraunication w'hifii pi'obabiy 
es.i8te.^here Avith .4.(Jmirs^' so as to detitey 



: m)»e tbe extant of thab portion o^j^atiar lii^ on' 
«which Port Bow ejS is situated, TTi^ retuTne^^oJl^j, 
th>’ Htl'!, after a ■very f; tiyuin^f journey, and b^ing- 
■wti.h difficulty travelled a ,icgree and 
to .the eastwa'i’d of tbc ships, in l.itibnde 
from which«; position .U',' appearance of the sea cpald 
be perceived. ( :apta.in Hoppner described the 
ravines as extremely difficult to pass, many of them 
Ireing fouj;^, or hvo hundred feet deep 'and veiy,j|6^; 
cipftous..v These being numerou.s, and 
chiefly in a )iorth and south direeijon, appearing* to , 
empty yiektselvi.'a inr.o ,Ia<.-ksoii’H htt:t, preclude tbe ,^ 
]>ossibility of pcj '.g a quick journey to the 
eastward. D-uritig the whole fortnight’s excurajon 
scarcely ty'’ patuli of vegetation iaadd be IftCn. 
5J&dhhfl, t ho, liilhs were ao cov-’rod in mijst parts with 
.soft and -deep snow that a spot could seiflom be 
-foqpd* isji wjiic.ii to pitch their tent. A !<vw snow- 
buutiugs and soun ivory gulls were all the animalsi 
'they#ln<;'L with, to eubven tb's ioost barren au<l 
deaolrto couiilry; and nothing wa' observed in the 
e;eu! ,g(cal cluii’achcr (UlFering fro?ji that; about Port 
Bowen., - ' 

l,ai the bed of one of ihe. ravir!. .r f 'aptain Hoppner 
notiepd aniim irnmeijsn? ucassesof rock, thirty or forty ’ 
Uaip in weight which Inid recently fallen from jabove, . , 
and ho aJ SO' passed over several avalanches of ^new,,- 
piled to 'U jHst hc'iglh -.cross it. ' ■ ' ■" 

The tw'p.Qther [aarties, r-onsistiag of fotw men 
pndef the reiijaective command, s of 1 ieuteaauts ^hero^i 
iand Rosg, were travel, he foriu^^to the ^ 





^ for the longitude and Variation at the sta’tibiia. 
forni-oJv vi, sited by uson the 7fch and' 15th of Augftst.' 
ISlt'. 1 was ako very anxious to ascertaiu the state 
of luo icc to the uortbwavo, to enable me to form 
some, judgment as 1e ilic time of our' 

hberafioD. 


.1 licse. partie.s fOun'd the traVelJiiig along shore so 
j .good as to enable them not only to reach tiiose ,spot% 
I but to extend thei)’ journeys far l)pyoiid them. Lieii- 
;t*: tenant Kossretm-nijigr on the I5th; l.ronght the wel- 
... come ^inLolJlgeiiee of tiie ,vse;i, being -perb^etiy open 
uud fine from iee ii th,, diataiitc of twenty-two 
mxles to the north ward of I'ori; Uowcji, i.y which I 
t;onciuded — v^har, indeed, had hma; ftefo're been a 
matter of prol^aJ.le conjceturc,--that Harrow’s Strait 
was not pcrm.'inejilly frozen during the winter, 
hioin the top.; of thf; hills abon: Cape York, beyond 
which ju'omontory LienUmanl Ross . travelled, mo 
ap|)caranoo of ice could be disfingnished, .Innumer- 
able ducks, uliicfly of the king, eider, and long-tailed 
species, were flying about near the margin of the ice, 
be«des dovekies, looms, and glaucous, Idttiwake, and 
ivo^ ghlls. Lieutenant Sharer returned to the ships 
on the eteuingof the I5tb, having performed a rabid 
journey ag.far as 72,^’, ami making an accurate survey 

#«tance. In the eourae 
or tm^|9ur?jey a great many remains of EsquinHax 
habitaiijna wore seen, and these were much more" " 


'ou the them part <>r the coast. M, 
,«ia, grave which LieuiciiaTit. Sho er opened, m orde^^io- 
form some idea whether i,}ie Esquiinaux^ad lately 
been here, he ibuud the body apparently t|uite fresh; 
but as this might in a northern '.‘liinate romaiii ihe. 
case for a 4 «mfiev of years, and as our hoard ccectetl 
in 1819 ■was still stanfiing untouched and in good 
order, it is certain these J'eoplc had not been here 
sjneo oUr former visit. Less nuirntrons traces of the 
JEsqaimaux, and of older date, ocenr near Port Bowen 
and in ifjicntenaiit H.i>ss’s route along shc-re to the 
northwafdi ai}tl a few of the remains of habitations 
were those used as vdntor rcsidc.nces. ! Ija-v c since, 
-regretted that ! ,ion'tcn?uil, Sheror ww ntit, fundslted 
with mnro.^provi.eioii.s and a i.'ugci' party to tiave 
enabled him to trH,vel roni’d C'ajw? Kai.cr, wiauh js 
.probably hot’’ |lu- distant fi-oiu situiQ oi the northern 
: Esquimaux sfcat1o»» mentioned in my -eaurnaj of tlic 
ppjiceding voyage. ’ *' 

Towards the end of Jtue, the tiovekit's {Colymhns 
(/j'yZfe) were extremely nUmeious in the cracks of 
■ the ice at the entrance uf Pori .Bowen, and as these 
were the only fresh supply of any eonsequence that 
we were able fr^'prdcure at this unproductive plbcb, 
we were gi^i^fo jn rmit the men to go out oceaaiunally . 
with gunfv aper the ships were i-e.tdy for sea, to obtain, 
for their rn^sscs tiicj whofe.-o]ue change of di-i; while ' 
. tocli excupmna also cimtribnted <3.s.';cnfcially to thoil?., 
general hbAth and cheerfuinoss. Many Wndreds of ■ 
thfeae birds tiere thus obtained in the course of a 
days.' On Ihe evening of the 6tih pf July, however/ 




ner ttiaCif^a Ooti^rell,^ a seaman 

fouud drowned* UT 0110 tic .clacks tto 
|fi^;, ijjy two other mcu belonging fcQ thi^Bame party . 
’ who bad been with him but a few niiniites l)efore. Wc; 


could never ascertajn precisely in wiiat manner. this , 
'.accident happened, hut it wfl« supposed that he mulify 
diave oyen"eachcd hiiiiseif in stoop’.ng for a bird thai' 
be had killed. His remains were committed to iib 


/’Jearth on Sunday the 10th, with every 8ole:^|iity which 
the occttaion demanded, and our situation w ould allo w ; 
'and, a tomb of stones with a .suitable mscdption "was 
wards erected ovei- the grave, 
order to obtain oil for aholhcv winter's con- , 
'sumption before the sliips could be released fipBa, 
the ice, and our travelling parties ‘having:, seeii,' a 
number of black whales in the open water to 


norfliv.’ard, two boats from eath ship were, with 
considerable labour, transported four miles ^ongu 
shore in that dirw-tion, to be in readiiiesrs for; killing 
a whale and boiling the oil on the bear.]), whenever' 
the opc'ii water should approach suffieioutly neai’. 
They took their station near a remarkable 2)eainsular 
piece of land on the south side of the entrance to., 
Jackson's inlet, which had on the former voydge 
been taken for an island, dsotwithstanding theaBt'^ 
preparations, however, it w.as vexatious to find that 
on dh^iith of July the water was still three miles 


1 Tt Sr remarVi^jle that poor saan had twice before, within tho space of 
bShe months, behE^very near deatiij for, beaidoB the aooid^nt-nlrearly roenfioued 
* of fh!.lwig down the 
*' of dying of dhepsy 


* hill which bears hk name, Uo was also in imiiuueot 
dnriag tie winter.',* 




on the fa] 


and'#'Tea0t'^!^eB"-from' Fo]|^"'"i 
1S&, the. ice, in onr, neighbourhood 
and the boats tinder cora- 
i^fi^hts ^herer and Rossli^eing launched.^ 
)wing 8aj, succeeded almost iinmediatoiy 


ili;killing^Ti;8iiidl whale of “five feet bone” exactly 
''fiiwwering:otu‘'purpose. Almost a< the same time, 
and as it turned out very opportunely/ the ice at the 
mouth of onr harbour dt-taoiied itself at an old f;rack, 
and dril'let|; off, leaving only about one niile and a 
quarter between ns and the’ sea. Half of tlu.s dis- 


tance being occupied by the gravelled caiitil, whi^; 
|Wa0 ;diiKqlvcd\pnd.e throu the icc in many 
jiSilid had ^become very tliin in all, every officer and 
man ig: .both ships were set to work without delay 
to commence a fresh canal from the open, water, tb' 
coipmunicate vdth tlie other, f'liia work proved 
heavier than wo expected, the ice being generally 
frobi five to eight feet, and in many places from ten 
to eley^P', in thickness. It was continued, howeverj • 
mth the; greatest cheertidness . and alacrity fidm 
seven in the moruing till seven in the eveuifig , 
daily, the dinner being prepared cn the ic.e aBd'.-i 
eaten under the lee of 'a studding sail erected as a * 
tent. ' ■ " 


On the afternoon of ‘tKo f 9th a very welcome stop , 
^as jput to our operations by the separation of the 
,|[ee entirely across the harbour, and about offl^Biird 
from the ships to w'here we were at work i’ All hands 
being instautly recalled by signal, w^re on their re" t 
turn' fiiet to work to get t h^ ships intp the gravelled ; 



aad' to awfcj? 

freTOQt otir waxping to sea. Tlnis y<>rk, wi^ 
half-an-hour’s iufcei missiou for the nien’s Slip 
coutiuued till half-past six: the followiiig ihoimil^ 
when we succeeded in getting clear. The 
beiug calm, two hours were occupied in^owihg 'i^ 
ihi^ to sea, and thus the olheers and men were' ec^, 
ployed at very laborious work lor t\venty,;six hours*' 
during which time there were, on one occasion, hfteeu 
of them overboard ai; once ; and, indeed, several iur 
dividuals met with the same accident three timait 
It was impclssiW'e, however, to regret the necessity 
of these comparatively tridiug exertions, especially 
as it was now evident that lo liave sawed our Way^ 
out, without any ('.anal, would Lave re'juired at la(h^' 
H. fortnight of heavy and fatiguing labour, . v 


CHAPTEE 

Sail over towards the Wetttem Coast xA P^ice Kefroiit’s Inlet — Sto})l)edt 
by the J[oe'-~-'Ke»oli t.hei Bhctte about C|i}>e BeppiiigA — Fav9Xirable'l*tt>*' 
gremi along h&ud — I’reah ftjid ro|«;iated Ob^tmcticnig 3CfW*-(r 

Both Ships driven on Sh<7ro — KenoiiHly df*itif».ged-*-,-irnsnccoii(^l 
for a Harbour f(«r heaving her down repair. ;it’, 

iff;'-, . ' ' 

.»rw% £0 , — On standing out to seu, we .sailed tpith 
a light southerly wiud towards the western '^ors of 
Prince Eeg(;'nf:’,s Inlet, which it was my lirst wish p> 
gain, on 4,ieount of the evident advantage to bb 
derived frttn coasting the ^aouthern part 4)f.,.|!hat 
portion of land called in the chart “North Somei^et'* 


ot^ wc had rcajiun to 

' po^ it ;^6«ld do as far at least as the longitude i)£ 
95", in the parallel of about After sailing 

about eight miles, wo v/ere stopped hy a body of 
close ice. Ajbig iictwoen us and a spcice of o]>en 
. '^ater beyond. By way of occupying the time in 
farther examine Lion of the state of tiie ice, we then 
bore up with a light northerly wind, and ran to the 
8oath-;e;^tward to see if there was any clear water 
bet’H^fh the'ice and the laud in that direction ; but 
foaptl there was no ojiening between them to the 
loulhward of tiie flat-topped hill laid down in the 
%hart, and now diJled Mount Shercr. Indeed, I 
believe that at this rime the ice had not yet de- 
tached itself from the land to the south 'v\ ard of thaf 
station,' Oli standing bach, w-e w'ere shortly after 
enveloped in one of the thick fogs which had, for 
' several weeks past, been obser^'od almost daily 
hanging- over some part of the sea in the offing,i- 
fhough we had scarcely experieticed any' in Port i 
Bowen until the water ijoeame open at the mouth * 
of- the harbour. 


On tho clearing up of the fog on the 2l8t, we 
i.cohld perceive no opening of the me leailing towards 
. th€’ western land, nor any appearance of thosmafiesfcy; 
■ chand^lto the ^onthwli^d along the easten shoKei.-' 
*4 1 was detenu ined, therefore, to try at once a littlefti 
farther to the northward, the present jjstate of th# 
ihe . appearing completely to accords with' that 
pbseixed - in 1819,* fta breadth brereasing as w 






■•’jsdvance^ ^rofu Pria<96 ''LeopoK-s 
southw^d.- \^s, tliereforo, 1 felt con:fi^’^p|| j 
i '^ble to push, along the shore if we should ohce gain ; 
'it, 1 was anxious to effect the lattep" object in ajsy 
part rather than incur the risk of hampering„^^ 
Aips by a vain, or, at least, a doubtful attempt' to 
. -Ipi'de them through a body of clc»se ice "Ibvend miles •, 
for the sake of a few leagues of southing;;. 


■ which would soon be regained by coasting. 

. Light winds detained us very much, hut being at<? 
, ^ngth favoured by a breeze, we carriei.l all sai|, to - 
! 'tlie ,porth-west, the ice very gradually leading us 
totrards the Leopold Isles. Ilavinf 4 " arrived ]pft’ th^' 

' northernmost on the morning of the 22ud, it yfhs 
^vexatious, however curious, Lo observe the,exaet 


j 'edincidence of the present position of the ice with 
whieji it occupied a little later in the year|; 
1^9. , The. whole body of it .seemed to ding to 
western shore, as if held there by some .str^g ^ 
attraction, foi’bidJing, for the presehtt any accaMs^'IU 
it. We now stood off and on, in the hope that a. 
southerly breeze, which had just sprung up,, • 

serve to open us a channel. In th^ evciijng tljp .. 
wind gradually freshened, and before mid|^ht hart^"' 
increased to a strong gale, whicii blew with con- 
siderable violence for ten hours, obliging us to haul 
off fnim the ice and to keep, in smooth water under 


the eastern land until it abated; aftpr whicl^ not 
moment wis lu.st in 


again standing over to 


westward, '^.fter running all night, with light, ^nd 
yariabie winds, through loose and sca^te^^icej ^ife.^. 





dm-aelvds, up 9 , 

®^^|^'^^||:tlirbugb*wM #e had been aailing on t<he 
of the 24th, within one-thi]‘<l of a mile off, 
86|xping4 tlie land just appeaiing above the 
-TOiJ:4n. tifbe to save ua from danger, the sounding:, 
.being .vthift/^feight fatliorna, ou a rooky bcitwin. 
,,Tfie Fury being apprised by guns of our situation, 
■;.^t>oth ships ■ft’ere hauled off the land, and the fog 
*ioon- after disperaing, we had the satisfaction to 
perceive that the late gale had blown tlxc ice off tin' 
-iariti, leafing us a tine na'^'igable channel from one 
to two miles wide, as far as we could see from tixe 


thjfet-bead aldiig tb,<'. shorcc We were able to avail 
bfflseives'tff this but slowly, hobvever, in eonsequenca. 
of a light southerly breeze still blowing against u^^, 
"We had ffovv an opportunity of discovering^^^t 
'Ah long, neck of very low land runs out frora’;^e‘ 
'southernmost of the Ijeopold Islands, and anotTOU’. 
fufrutn the shore to the southward of tlape Clarence. 
'These two had every a]'>pearaneo of joining, so’^' to', 
make a peninsula, instead of an island, of fbs^ 
.Jof land W'hieli, on ar-eauiit of our' 
i, glance prey enting our seting 'Ixe low l«xach, ftad 
ffu IHllhweeti considerexl under the latter character. 


It is, however;, still somewhat doubtful,^ atitl the, 
.Leopold. Isles, therefore, still retain theil ^opginal 
...d&ignation oti the chart. The land here, when 
f|!^^elys' ■vd'e.^edj: assumes a. very .siiilang and niagb 
i^dlicent chiiractfcr, the strata of limestone, which are 


^nunierctus and quite horizontally disjiosed, being 
dfai&h more regular than on thn eastern shore »Afi 



Friiice Jlegent'K Inirt, :inft rotainiri^f nea^l}'' thefr 
whole per|>cij>T!v«]ar height; of ?ix or '■•o’ven ‘hiindred 
feet, close to the. sea. The sooih-tjanStern promtintoiy 
of the .southeriimost island is pai?.icula.rly pioture,sq^uo 
■and beautiful, the heaps of loose iUhru lying jicte utid- 
thci'e up and down the sidos id the cliff giviug it the 
appearanoe of s-)jne IjiUgo and impregnable fortrcs.s, 
wii ii immense batti esses of masonry supporting the 
walk Near Cape iS<^])pings, and soTne distance 
beyond it to the southward, we noti-’ed a narrow 
strahnu of some very vhil.- buhstaucc, ihe nature 
of which we could itoL rt tJiis non- conjecture, f 
ma)’ li<;re remark tluxt- the whole of .Carrow's'! Strait, 
,'is fir a,s wc could see to tlie n.n.k of the islands, 
w'ls onliii'ly free from ice ; atrl from whatever 
circiimstiuice it may procend, 1 do ;ii)t tliink that 
t>:i:> jiart uf tiie Polar Sea is at any sea'-o,u very, 
much en< uia!'i!ri>d with it. 

,Ir was ciu; general feeling. ,at. !;iu» period,- an ioug , 
tiiui the voyage had but now eomne ht.'Ml. 'fhe.'-. 
daboursof a bad sammer, ami the tedinin of a long 
winter, were forgotien in a moment when w'o found 
ourselves upon groxiiid not hitliovto explored, and 
■^vith every appiuonl pro,spect befoic us of making as t 
rapid a progress as the nature of tliis ii'.vvigatioh’^' 
nrill pm-mit towards the hnal ficeomplishment of phr 
object. 

, Early oii the morning of the 35th, wm passed the 
opening in the land deiiaeated in the former' chart \ 
of this coast, in latitude 7S° kd', which, -we 
found to be a bay about three nnies deep, % 




qf grAti^al esteem for tl=At .ffenlleuiaii, iJic; wiml 
foiling Very light, so tliflii tL - whips made no pi-o- 
gresf-,-, i took the oppovtimity <.f iatid’ug in the 
: fomioon, ice.iimpaiued by a- paity of the oiticers, 
and was S'>on aftei' joined by (.'ajhaiTi Hojipuer. 

, We fi'tind the formation tO’ consist tvla.-I!;" of 'itne, 
ajui now discovered the- nature <:>f (be iv)!Teo\- white 


■ stral-tua observed the day before' froiti ihe offing, 
and 'which proved to be gypsum, nuistly of the earthy 
kind, and sonie of it of r> very, pure white. A part 
of , the rock neai' (mr landiiig-place eoiuained a 
r|uantity of it io tiie state of eclcnite^ in heantt'dl 
transparent lamina.^ of a lar--.e riKe. 'J'he abiauiauee 
O'\gyf!:-!ion ln'T-s-aboutfi expiaiiied, a,jh^o.!l.te e.,'\tremo 
wbiloM' of the water ncer (.sit; win.ii-.' tliis pint 
of the coast, which had aivvay.s been ob.jereed in •' 
itppi'oachiog it, and wliioli had at first excited un- 
ne<H::;saiy appiThciisiona ns to tin,' soundings along ,• 
the shore.. Tins colour is more ]>n.rtiL-alavly seen ,s 
near t!,ic mouths of tlae streams, nuiiij'- of wliifch yxe ‘ 
ipu’te of a di; Ly milk cutour. and tinge the sea to the, ' 
distance of more, tiiaii a n;i,h’, v.'ithunfc Jiiiy alteration ' 
in the depth, except. » gr.'utaul dimimit i'iu ia going 
in. The vegetation in this p!ae,e was, a.s usual, 
extremely; scanty, though much more (iKuriant 
than on any of the land near out w inter quarters, 
and no animalH were seen.- The latitude ’of otir 
lan.dh'».g-plahe wak 73'\*27' 23", the longitude by • 

^ — A. crystallwdd «ulph.ab«i <if Hm©* , ^ 







Jlaa^aetiic 34^^*^iP'^'w%st£^)y-, ■:; j'ro.m, h^f-. 

0 , nme a.m: I^PI quarter-past "TBOWi^the ti5e fell 
two feOt- three inches ; and as it was nearl y stetipnaty 
at t^e latter tiine, it was probably near low water. 

A breeze enabling us again to make., ^tae pro- 
■ gi’esfi, and an open channel still favouring us of 
nearly the same breadth as before, we passed during 
the pight a second bay, about the same size as the 
pther, and also appearing open to the sea ; it lies in 
' latitude (by account from the preceding an,^ foUpw- 
ing noon) 73° 19' .SO", and its width is one mile and 
a half. It was called Batty Ba_y, after my fri^d 
Captain Robert Batty, of tbe Grentnli# 

We now perceived that the ice clo.^'ed completely, in 
with the land a short distance beyond Ids, and 
having made all the \eay we could, were e^blige^®' 
•■' stand off and on during the day in a channel not 
three-qumters ('f a mile wiele. This channel -beip^ 
fc ill more cot)tra,clcd towards the evening, we wqre 
obliged to 5na,J\e fast- to some grounded land^cU; 
upon the b<;ach in four fathoms water, ^there 
await some change in our favour. ob- 

served traces of our- old friends the Esquimaux, 
tiu.we briirig .scA'cral of their circles of stones, though,, 
iK>t of recent date, close- to tlte scu. Wfjj^lsCkfj^tfd 
a more abnnrhmt vegetation tlnin beforelfe^i^^lfcai- 
jilants famdiar to us on the former voyages) but not 
procured on this, were now tulded tt* onr- ieoi&e^«aS. 
The geological character of tho Wd w^ neafly 
- same as Ijcfore, but w&.-fonijd-bi«c* some: 



iacii imd, »ji 

/'*■ 'I- ijai,— 


gle stratum auoat . ! i 

_ a aiile t*.) tke 

■ jioi'tli '{if U8”'W8^8( f-tlxioUS CtlSCJKl^fC^ spout) of WSLtBT, 
issuing froyi a chusixi in the rock, and falling .ajoro 
than tvFO iipudred i’eet perpciidicalar. C)ur g' nth - 
. spot, deacrihed it as rendered v 

, tlift . marp picturesque by innumerable kittiw^ee 
having their nests among the rocks, and const^tty 
•■flying about the stream. The latitude was 73 06 1 * , 
the longitude by chronometera 9i’ Ih 52 '8 , the 
dip"' of magnetic needle 88° 02‘V, ^•ikI the 
variation 128° 28' 17" westerly. 

" opi-iiii'ig in the afternoon of the 27th, wf 

- ba^tliaff ahd ran four or live miles with a northerly 
■" breeze. This wind, however, ali'.nys liad the edect 
of maMiiig th6 ice close the shove,, while a .siuitlierly 
Breeze as uniformly opened it, so that on tins coast, 
as on several others that I have kijnwn, a (ontiaiy^j 
.^ijici—however great the jiaradox may seem^;; 
proved, mi the whole, the most favourable for mafe^'? 
•i in’g progress. This circumslauce is simply tO' ci|| 
f ^attributed to the greater abundance of open wat^ j 
' in the ^*18 wo- have left behind (in the present; 

stance tlKi open sca nt Barrow's Btraif) than those 
> to-wlrds which we are going. We were ouce luorC) 
bfc^d, te make fast, therefore, to some grounded 
' "l^^loiP^ 'the beach; rather than run ..any risk of ' 
hampering the«ships, and rendering them unable ^ 
s , tako ^dvantagft of a change in our favour. 

’ k A light southerly breeze o» the mbrning of the 


28 th gradually cleared the ^hote, am^ fresh 




imillB' vV)tA(J*y . 





fern th(^ N.w. then immediately sucee^eiiv;^;,^^ 
metantly took advanta-ii. of this cirenm»ta«ce,. 
easting oil' at sis a..m. r-M\ eight or niue miles witboiit 
. 'Obstruction, avIh.'O wo were stopjx’d by the ite which, ' 
iu a closely paoko.d and impenetrable l.>ody, etu-.lcked 
(‘h'Se in Ui the shore as far a.s the e\t'. could leucli 


hfrom the crow's nest. Being anxious to gain every ;, 
loot of distance that'we could, and perceiving some 
.-grounded ice which appean^d favourable for making 
‘ fast to, just; a,t a, point wh<.ire tlie clear water termi- 
-hated, the -iliijis wer' run f,o the utmost extent of it, 
;,;and aboat pre^cut-d bxim cii.cb to examine the depth "' 
' vof' water at ihc. cOk »d."d ;!■ ■ i jrinu-plaee. ' Just as' 
^'I.Was about to ic;ivc Uio IIncUi ^-•T' .tliat purpose, the , 
i;,^‘ce-'was observed to I'c m rajnd motion towards the ; 
shore.. The Fnry wwn imne.uiatcly hauled in by 
some 'grounded masses, and phw'.ed to the best ad- , 
vautagii; bat rJic ILach. being more advanced was 
immediately beset in spite of every exerti^tn, and 
after breaking two of the largest ieo-anchors in en- 
deavouring to heave iu to the shui’e, was obb’gc/l tti 
drift with the ice, si'veral masses of which Itad tbijr 
tanately interposed themsclvea heyfceu its and thh 
land. The ice shwlcening around m a little in the 
evening, we were enabled, with con.sidcraUc 'labonrb 
tb get to some grounded masses, whore' we lay xijiKdi 
exposed, !A8 the Fury also did. In tills - '.tuattb^, oaf 
latitade beipg 72" bT Bl", we saw a. comparatively' 
low point of land tliree. c»r f<mr leagues t-:- the south- , 
ward, whiels proved to lie near that which tffilmi- 
nafed pur view of this coast in 1819. . ^ 




7J5V'"' 


"’. '<)ii ice -being 'slstell^'for a sh-a'i, dis- 

■ -1.- rr.^j.. 1. ,j.^, 


. -warJ. hit* a les4» insecure bcttii: t then u.-tlkcd.to 


a brOiMi valioy facing the ^.'a ufear us, M-lK.-re a con- 
sitlerable stvicam discharged i-fcselfj and wbv^re, lu pil^s 
iug in the* ships, a hu’tro ii.sh had been obseivt'd to 
jump nut of the v, ater. In hopes of finding sidmon 
iiere, we tried for some, time with several h.'Ujd-net.s, 
but nothing was caught <‘r e(‘cn. In this place were 
a number of the iisfjuimaux stone circles, appa.reiit]y 
of very old'daU;, being <,|uite oviirgrown with grass, 
.moss, iMid other pla-tits. In the ue.igbbdiirb'xvd of 
"'these haliiiatioiis ?,he vegete-tiou we.- m.'.'-'w more 


lururiau! ihan unythinu of the kirn] wc had seen 
before during this voyage. The stare of this year’s 
plants wam now voj-y striking, oompared w’th tho.wa 
of the h‘,«l, and aifoi'ded strong- • '-iftor'ce, if any had 
Itcen wanting, of the differenee between tiie twn 
seasons, i was jimticidarly struck wit].i tin' apipcar- 
ance of some mosK oolieetod by Mr. Hooper, wbd: 
poMted out to .me uiam the same specirneu the last 
year’s miserable .sccdi- ju.st pcrpijig aoove the lekvefif,'i 
while those of the, pre.scur- .'^uiiiracr had already shot ' 
three-quarters of an incli beyond tlieni. Another 
ci.rc.utastm'U'c- whie.h v.-> noli, ed about ihis -iinie, and;; 
still more so as ti c season edvamed, was the rapid ' 
"ingress ',vlji"h the; waniUli had already made in 
■'aissolvicg the last ycai’s snow', this being aiivays.-. 
epsAXy known by its dingy colour, and its adndituro 
with the soU. Of tlie past wdnte;t*s snbvif not a par- 
be seep at the dose o£:;Jnly on any part 



of tWs coast, lisfe toother \vi^ 
ful weather, we h^ ^joyed for mai^^ .wei^ |»#!^ 
all tended to show thjtfe we were now favour^ with 
'to unusually fitie aramer. We found in tdii^ p&ce, 
iBfthe dry bod of an old stream, inmimerah^ fossils 
In the limestone, principally shells and fma^epore. 
On a hOl abreast of the Htsclvt, and at an elevation 
of not less than throe or four hundred feet above 
the sea, one particular spot was discovered in which 
the same kind of shells first found in Barrow's Strait 
in 1819 occni-red in .very great absindance and per- 
fection, wholly uefcaehed from the lime in which for. 
the most part they uero found ^embedded in other 
places on this coast.. . Iiid(!ed‘, it was quite astonish- 
ing, in looking at the numberless fossil animal re- 
inaifas occurring in many of the stoiies, to consider 
^be countless myriads of shelbfiiah and marine insects 
■irhich ihust bnee Imve existed on this ahora The 
cliffs next the sea, which here rise to a j)erj)endi#ala| 
height of between four and five hundred feet, were 
continually breaking down at this seasoh, and addings 
by fails of largo masses of stone, to the slop| 6f 
debris lying at. their foot. The' ships lay so close to, 
the shore as to be alnibst within tin.', range of sctoe 
of these tumbling masses, there.l)t.iiig at high. water 
'scarcely beach. -enough for, a person to, walk along 
the shore. The time of high water, near the, oppo- 
eitioaof the moon this night, was between hfdf-past 
eleven and midnight, lieing nearly the same. at 
Port Bowen lit full and change. >^*7 

Tbe ice opening for a niile and a half along 



30^ Meclct's terth about tbal' ' 
pamse J^jj-Bouthwarid, chiefly to be enabled to 
'^lore jdistmctly round a point which before ob- 
sd our view,' though om- situation, as regarded 
Begtarity of the ship, was much altered for 
I '^tyorse. remained where she was, there 
being no second berth even so good as the bad one 
where she was now l}dng. In tlie nftern(K)n it blew 
l:fi hard gale, with constant rain, from the northward^ 
" the clouds indicating an easterly wind in other parts, 
This wind, which was always the troublesome one 
' tb ^us, soon brought the ice closer and closer, till 
, itl|>regsed with ver^ considerable violence on both 
. ships, though the most upon the Fury, which lay. in, 
' a very expbsed situation. The Hccla received no 
damage, but the breaking of two or three Irawsers, 

' and a part of her bulwark torn away by the strain 
upon them, in the course of the night we had reason^ 
to suppose, by the Fury s heeling, that she was either 
cm sliore, or still heavily pressed by the ice fromrc 
.. without. Early on the morning of the 31st, as 
..sooii as a.,c<^munic!ition could be efl'ected, Gapl|.iB 
floppner sent to inform mo that the Fury had been 
. .forced on the ground, where shq still lay; but that 
/ she would probably be hove off without much diffi- 
\ culty at high w^ater, provided the external ice did 
hot pre’veut it. I also learned from Captain Hoppner 
that a part of one of the propelling wheels had jbeen : 
destroyed, the choefe through which its kxis pii^ed 
being forced in considerably, and the ipalm brokett 
hne df the bower anchors. Mt# of this damage. 



fli6WR®rjWa8 eitlier of lio very 

easily be repaired. A large M^y bf 
frooiftlie IlecUi beiug sent round to the tie«ivar^ 
Mgh . water, .^e eame off tflte ground with very httle 
so that, upon the wljule, consideriug tlio sitttAt 
l^n in which thto ships Maa-e lying, we t|ioaght'diu'- 
sely^ fortunate in having inr uned no very seiintiii 
injury. The Fury was shifted a few yards into the 
best place iha!- could be fouud, and the wiiid^igaill’ 
blowiag stroug tVi.nn tin- iiortli ward, O'.e ice reniailUsd 
close about us. .■> ,'hift of wind ‘m the ^oulh■^’a^d 
in the afternoon at Jcngtli began gradually to felackon 
it, but it was not till six a.m. on the 1st of August 
that there .a]>pc;i.red a prosjaicfof making any p.r<t* 
gress. There w as, ;it. this time, a great deal of wiater 
to the southward, Juit between us a.!id. the ehannel 
there lay one uiU'cow and not very close stream of 
ice I'Oucliirtg the shore. shift of wind to th|; north * 
ward uctermiiied me at once to take advantage of it, 
as nothing but a frer'. wind seemed requisite to enable 
a« to ren(;h this pronusing chamlel. The signal *to 
that effect was immediately made, but while the sails 
were setting, the ice, w^hicli liad at first been about 
three-quarters of a mile di.itant from ns, was ob-, 
served to be closing the ali-m). The ships were cast 
wdth all expedition, in liojics of gaining the Ijkoader 
channel before the ice had time to shat us up. So; 
rapid, how'evm-, was the latter in this its suddba 
fiiovement, that we bad Imt just got the ships’ 
the right when the ice came bodily in upon 
us, being doubtless set in motion by a very smJdbn 


tamm 

mp^^as. • TKe siiips vf^jmyr -alia^ffifc Ti|i;' 

S !DMy*l^||, #3Q4'-fa «*ich'A manner- aa to be Jiteralljf^ 
ppte pi)f fppaaageaye. In such caues, it miM* 
|hai: tije escrtioiis made by heaving a# 
|^ftWS(nM''o^therivise are of little, more service than 
^ the' pfeliation fhey furnish to the men’s minda 
iniider -fcifcurastances of ditiiculty , for vs-}»en the io^ 
iaf&irly acting jjguinst the ship, ten tiriics the gtreugii|i 
'and iagenait/y could in reality avail notliing. -■ 

■ The sails -wero, however, kept set., and fis the bo^-' 
of ice was jitetting to the southward witljal, we wef.v; 
with it Bojne iitiie disbince in that direction. Tie 


M&cid after thus driving, and now and then forcil.ig 
her •Way through the 'ice, in all about three-quarfef-rs 
of fl jtaile, quite close to the shore, at length str^hk 
the ground forcibly several times in the s]‘ace ef a 
Ininlred yards, and being then brought up by It- re- 
mained immovable, the depth of water under her keel 
abaft being si.vteen feet, or about a foot less than she 
drevv.^^;- Th<i coutijiuing to drive was now irre- 
'cai'rie J past us, and we escaped, only by a 
fpp ,|(ftet, ihe damage invariably oce.isioned by sliipa 
eomhupin contacd under such circumstances. She 
-hatb* hbWever, ,eearccly passed us a hundred yards, 
-■wheii it wa^-tevidcjit, by the ice pressing her in, as 
.Well as alon&the shore, that she must soon be stopped 
like thi J^edmi and having gone, about twdhaudi’^ 
.^ards fiifthcf,%hc was observed to receive a severe 
pressure from a large Hoe-piece foxemgAei’ directly 
'agdill^t a g^unded. mass of ice 1 upon the_bbach,. 


' 'Itsatit-ward ' foB 
joiigej libe i^e became gtatiouarj, 

^ikg anywhere visiBJe frohi the maatrhe^, 

^^ssure on the ship^ remaining unditoinis^daialn^ 
day. • Jnst as I had ascertained tiie utter impoe^' 
j^P^ty of moving the Jiccla a single fo<it, ami ii^l 
lie quite aground fore ajid aft as soon.’ ^ 
'thd*tide fell, I received a note from Cairtaiu Hopjjker 
storming me that the Fviy had been so'^yerfely 
^ffnipped ” and etrajnc-l as tc? ht'ik o, good dcdil, appa- 
ri^tly about four iuch<,« an hour; that she was still 
heavily pressed both upon the ground and against 
the large mass of ice within htir; that the rudder was 
at present very awkwardly situated; and that one 
boat bad b'ien luuch^ damaged. As thts tide fell the 
,Fury's stern, which 'Wa.s aground, was lifted sevei'!^ 
feet, and the IJecla at low wat(-r having sewed ^ 'five 
feet forward and two aijaft., we presented altogeth^. 
no very pleasing or combu'table spextacle. J&w#'’- 
ever, .about high water, the ice very opiwfttlhfcly 
slacking, the Ilecla was hove olf with great e^, and 
warped to ii tloe in the oiling to wdiich we made fast 
at niidnight. The Fur// was not long after us in 
comitig olf the ground, when I was in hopes'of find- 
ing that any twist ,or strain, by which 'her leaks 
might have been occasioned, would, in somejtneasure, 
havey closed when sfie. was relieved from pfessore, 
and once more, lairly afloat. My disapp^htment 
and mortification, therefore, may in some^ioasum 


^ — A 9hip is ©aid to bo j?owod when tlkox^ ^ not aujB 

float hor. 








aif '.;: 


i, at beiBg informed by tel%rf*pi), o.l)ovtf 
'to 'tiie'-2nd, that the water wan p,funiii?„> rm - 


and that a part of ilio ^loubljng^ iicitl 
':|[*G;aleil upl The llccla ha - iup; hi tla* ineauunie 
WetjL ca.nied two oi' tiirer- mil:s to tiKi southw'-ard, 
was onee iv^i-rr. driviriy in that 
c&eetion,.:{ directed! Cajitai?-. liopprier by sigiial 
‘endeayoun to reach rli.- h^si security ii:.r;h^>re wlti'-h 
nlacknoss n\ tlie r-uj rniah.r j'-c-rTni';, until 
possible for the Iff da lo 00.0. Trc- 

"seutly aftexy.perceiviTig from tlm nai.odieail. sonie- 
thing like a harbour nrarSy abreast of ti;s, c^'cny 

effort Wilts ?rt‘i(.h‘ to get ojiicc more tow'aids the shore. 
In thi?^ the ice liaopil^- fav<‘nred ns and after milk- 
in&. 8 aij and oic' or iwo \iicUi> we tjot. ‘m 'with' the 
'land, when i lofi Uic sJiip in a boat to sound ttn^ 
j.)iaee and seareh f/'" shelter, 1 soon lieii tJio mcrrti- 
fie^iLiou to lirKl 'that tin* hailvo.ir which .had appeared 
to'prese-nt itself so (npporiuiiely, hnd not more, than 
six or seven fee! water in anv T>ai’t of it, tiw whole 
of its dofencos being c,osni>os( (l (d' the stoncBand soil 
Wiisried duwn by ti stnenn wh;th here emptied itself 
into ibo sea. 'hhom tliie plarm indeed^ where the 
land gradually be(ruue much lowt.a* in ailvaneing to 
the southward, tim whole niiturc of the souading.^ 
■ito-tirelV’ altered, the water grad.uiiiiy shoaling dn a,p- 
• the l)eaeli, so tlmt the shi])s could scarcely 

Bearer, in most parts, than a rjumlei; of a mile. 
At tills* d is tiince the whole shore w ais more*, or lees 


lined with LTounded masses of ice.; but aiicr examiu- 

0 ;','“ . '' ’ / ' * 

; i' ' a, — The iiuijag' of tha'hiHilfe. 
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more tba^n ^ ^ 

||>. ^e space of aboiJt a miiej I couid;;^j^|' 

;il^at would allow the ships to float at l0W^atel:^,^|| 
•i^at by some care in placing and keeping wicm'^j^-;' 
JJaTitig fixed a flag on each bergi the usud sigl^,, 
fbr the ships t-vkiag their stations,J Tow'ed ott.bt^^ 
.the Fury, and found lour pampa couatautlj' goiag- 
ht) keep the ship free, and Oaptain Hoppieri.^W’ 
officers and men, almost exhansted with the. iiieesshnt^ 
labour of the last oigbt-r.nil-fovty hour^. 'rbe,i^ta.ut 
the ships ^ were uiadc ktst, t'apiaiu J fopj'ivat end 
myself set out in a boat to survey tin; shore still fiir- 
t^her south, there being a narrov^ lane of water ahot|J.ii 
ffiiie in that direction; for it had now beeoros top. 
:^ider)t, however unwilling we inight Jiave been gfc 
first to admit the conclusion, that ‘the Fury eouMi 
proceed' no farther without repairs, and that the 
iiature of those repairs would in all probability iU'^; 
ydlve the disagreeable, 1 may say the ruinons, neees-;. 
eity of heaving^ the ship down. After rowipg iihout' 
three-quarters of a mile we considered ouXtSelves for- 
tunate in arriving at a bolder part of the l*eaeh, 
where three grounded masse.s of ice, having froiiti 
^hree to four fathoms water at hrw tide within theBif 
iwerd so di.sposed as. to afford, with the aa.sistaneo of 
art, 'Something like.shclucr. Wild and ffiseenre 
tii|der other eijcumsiane-cs, such a jdaoe would haysf 
bebn thought for the purpose of heaving aj^ip dowui 
we had no alternative, and therefore as littlq,oec«^ 0 iit 


^ 7imrh..g » fihip for M 

Jv1kw& OT'to Whulk. . 



III:; i^er to . ?vm. to 


!, ’if hefe 

■ iBoviflg, and ia a 



m am 
itoe tliera !!fa^ 


■tolto' '^P*^ Ts^ater to bQ\geen»V , 

necessity of remidmngi^o'ijtarif' 
.^ertba, ■wliero’tlia^smallcnt external ptoaSurfL 
^';||!lis|! Inevitably force ns ashore, ueitlicr ship haniJg,' 
VMire feet of water to spare. One watch 

fpf the J[^fKla's erijiW were sent round to assis't at toe 
puttipl, wliii h required oiie tiiird.of her ship’s 
'"twnipany to be e.onHtautJy employetl irt them. 

■ The ice coming in with consitlejahlo vioieueo on 
ithe night of the 2nd, oneo moi-e forced the, Fur)/ on 
ahofc, BO that at low water slu; sowed twr> ftsct jaid 
';iS half ^Nothing iuil; tin* nuinl)cr and .strength of 
•'the Hecla’s hawsers jtrovciitt-d her shariug the same 
fate, for the pressure was just as nmc.h as aevcu .of 
■ these of six inches and two stream-cables would bear* 
The Fu)''ii floated in the nioruing, and w:as enabled' 
to haul off a litile, but there, was no opening of the 
ice to allow us to move to uur intended station- 
The more ietsure \\ c oinained to consider ■ the Bt«to> 
of the the more apj»arcrit b.;carae the ahsekd^j. 

however unfortunate, ueec.ssity of heaving her doWH."-*- 
Feur pumps were, required to bo at work withpilt 
.intermission to keep her free, and this in perlS^tly'-y 
, smooth water, show ing that she was, in fact, 

^^ed as. t‘> be very far from seaiwortOT^'^ 
Onfe"thi^ of her working men w^re ecmstanlly 
■.plqy^, ■a5,;.,|(^e lematrked, -in ■ th|i Jikbqrioua 



j^^nfv i6oiici6 hi&id^ li0)d l^6cc^j)Q;§. so 

coratanl* friction' of tbe fbp^tnat 

hardly bundle them. any longer -mh^t the;, 
J^*<>f mittens, assisted by tlm unlay^ ot.the .r»^, , j 
make them soft. When, in addition to these pir- 
S^Btanc.es,the wet state of the deck* an#the little 
;^|^.Ieft,'a8 well as the reduced strengt^fos work- 
the ship or heaving at hawsers among the leo,- 
"feejmsidered, I believe that eveiy seaman will iidmit 
th^mpracticability of pursuing this critical naviga- 
the Fury had been examined and repaireity 
therefore, not a inomeuL y-'.uld.bc lost, we- to* 
^'’adiKantage of a sruab lane of '.vat'U' deep enough foj 
' boats, n-hich kept r,pcn wiTidn the grounded i^es . 

shore, to convoy to the //co/a sumo.of the 
dry provisions, and to land a (quantity 
: heavy ironwork and yther .stores not j>erishable, fob.,, 
^he moment this measure was determined dOt I wasp 
anxious, almost at any risk, to commence the hghtoft- , 
•iftg of tlic ship as far as our present iiisecurij|!;;.mi(lgl 
om distance from the shore would permit. 

' Tho wind blowing fresh from the i^4®thward^ 
^^^hich always increased our difficulties on this coast, 
rSfece pressed so violently upon the ships as almost^. 

them adrift duriiig the night, employing ou;^ 
.:y>pgM^iow sufficiently harassed by their wprk during 
for two or three houra ki still further in-; 
credsing oar security by additional^ 

„,.Gontin«ed landing stores from the 


continued lanaiiig bcoicb iium ^ 

' and at night'a bower-<iahle was passed xqflnpM'e tif 


tU* 2.' 

, '^je^roundfid mas^s. alongside of h^ 




to iftky \Thaiif-- 


[nftif'ir- 

ii' 


tlte cffiaseqtreiiei^'’ 

;:: 5tj3r-i^e iee'%6gait'to Bla<'ken-'' 

: ' iaisSf ‘as aoon as » IjQat eoald be rovi-ed- 

;,;4aitig sWeTfeo liiheSbutiiward, 1 set out, a<-^comparae(j 
i^om the Fliry^ for the purpnfle of 
’■;examai3^;the state of otir intoiided IwvrboTar sinc-c: • 
the rece^ pressure, and to endcaYour to prej tare for 
the reeejptiou of the ships by clc.-tring out ifio teost* 
ice; . On vny arrival there, the disiniiee hciii^ about, 
.nine, X found that one of i.iie tl.'re<- .berpv, li^-, 
sifted its' place so niatctially ''V ‘ Lc iai.o luoYl^" 
arents of die ice, as not only to alter tiio uisposition 
tese iHusBcs, on Ydiicb our U’hole dependfiahce 
r®8tea, very mueij for the wbnje, but also to d^siruy , 
'^U Confidence in their stability upon the gr^und!*^. 
Lauding: .upon one of the bergs to show the appointee^ 
■feiglial for the ships to come, J perceived, about hair- 
_*,a mile bey oud us to the sotitJnvard, a low point 
a little bay, with a great deal of hea^^^ 
.^grounded ice lying plF- it. 1 immediately roY^ftdiM| 
this, ill 4ctpcs of finding something like a h^feo't^'l 
for our purpose, buf on my arrh al tlierc, had 't^^} 
more, the mortification to find tliat. "there wesep^i 
feet of water at low tide in any pari;f!j ii^'f 
■ ian^ Vithia.the groundocl ice not more, than 
Hg’i^ing, jmy«elf that no security or 

he/i^t^J^ ifound, I immediately returned to 1^-=* ^ 





which the //cefa tvaa jgiat reachife,?;'^ 


detained Bome "by a quaatiM^C^ 


had ■wedged i^lf in/.^ln' aueC^ 








i|^ner .as to lear o her no room to niovBti6ut#aTils; 
Imt she arrived about seven o’clock, xvheij'both 
-were iua<lo ‘fast ir the best berths we could find, bu.t,. 
they were still excluded friuri their intended pla^e 
'by the <]iuiritity of ice which had fixed itaei| thf^fc,::' 
"Withiii twenty minutes after our arrival tlie ^HJole 
, body^ of ice • again in, entirely closing np the 

BO. that uar moving proved most opporf uuO; - 
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tormiition of »■ Babin for heavint^ tlic Far if ^^\^n of the 

Sl'*rfc';, and ot|jer Piv^parathniH- Tbv SShipb* ' evuml wilbin Baftin-*- 
■ , tmjiedim.eiit'i from tlie Vremmv of the \cv-~~F'urij <l*'wa - ^Seenri-; 
"ticsBof thd Ba«n« destroyed by a f rnJt.' of Wiioi ,ior,rt h> 

• tW Fuff uvt ■ HMct ntin ob!b/.nj b* '^‘fa ';it ‘ , 

on ten orl — lb ». a;> bt»e Fura; and iSnii it v’.^ ‘i- fiuu.ny 

th abjand’k her. 


As there was now no lunger rooiu for. fioatiT g:' 
the ice out of (>ur pr<)pu.scd basin, all hands were; 
immedintt;]}' f)iij)loyed in preparing' the intended 
Hectlritie.-: figaiiist the incarsitajs m ihe ice. Thijse 
(.’.onsisted of- atu.hor.s carried to th^ beach, having 
bowcr-eal'j'.js attach'.'d l-> them, pacing .quite rouJid: 
tlic grounded masses, and thus |i‘ocid.si}ig a supdl 
space of ju.st sufficient sixe to adtn^; both suipa. I’hO 
f»ible.B wc propo.BC<l floating by means ’.of the ivro'; 
hand-nuists and sotne empty casks lashed' to them 
os buoys, with the intontiaiji of tha.s .making tlierh 
teceivc the prtasur© of the ice a foot p£ two below 
Ibe surface,^ of /ilm water. By uncommon .exertions 



of tU«.> ofiSfiers an^ fobn, tJjii« laborious 

/jiwbrk, was' .eoiti'plctofl Ixifore 'nigllt ns far as was 
practicable until the loose ice sliouM sot out; aiul 
|ill the tents were set n]i on the beaeli for the reeep- 

■ ^^Dh of the Fury’s stores. 

;■■■' The ice revoainintf quite close on the Ctb, every 
individual iti both ships, with the :ovc.epti(>)i of those 
at tiie ^lups, was eiupioved in Innding provisions 
frbih iix& Fury, together wi*,ii th-’ spars, boats, and 

■ everything, from off her upper dec.k. The iee conuiig 
in, in the afternoon, with a degree of pressure wbicJi 

■^'usuajiy attended a northerly wind on this coast. 


: twisted the jf'Vrv’s rudder so forcibly against amass 
Uf ice lying under*’ her s|ern that it was for some ^ 
hours in grraat danger of being damaged, and. wa» 
indeed only saved by the efforts of Captain ^oppnel• : 
and jiis ofiicers, wlio, without breaking off .the tnen, 
from their other occnjiafions, themselves wotkcd at • 
•the ice-saw. On the following day, the ice remain- ^ 
ing as before, the vvork was continued without 
mission, and a great .juantity of things landed* ■ 
The two carpenters (Messra. Pulfer and Fiddis) tbbk 
thQ Furi/s boats in hand tbemSelves, their meti being; | 
required as part of out ])iiysic:il strength in clpari^,.' 
the ship. Tlie armourer was also set to work Ott the 
in forging bolts for the maitingales the ; 
outriggers In short, every living creature ,, 

us W'as somehow or other emjtloycd, not even exCept-jf) 
1*1^ our do|^, which wate set to drag up the stor€«|i 
on the beach; so that our little dockyard soda 
:;’exln|ited most animated |peuo imaginablaC 


quickest method of landing <mks ami other 
®ngs not too weighty, was that adoptieti by 
Hoppuet, and consisted of a haNesec ^^ciircd & thi ^ 
ship’s main mast-head, and set up ass' fight, ai •pos- 
sible to the anchor on the beach ; the casks being 
hooked to a block traversing on this as a jack-stay, 
made to run down it with gi’eat velocity; 
iiy this means more than two were got on shore for- 
every one landed by the boats, the latter, hnwevtyr, 
I'li^iHg constantly employed in addition. The Fury 
was thus so much lightened in the course of the day 
tbat two pumps were now nearly sullieient to keep 
’ hbr free, and this number continued requisite until 
-she was hove down. He-r splrit-rooro was now 
entirely clear, and, on exaniination, ihc wait r wjas 
found to be rushing in through t wo or thi’ce holes • 
• that happened to be in the ceiling, a,ud wliich wika 
immediately plugged up. Indeed, it was now very 
evident that nothing but tlie (ightuess of the Finys 
^^Hgonal ceiling had so long kept her afloat;, and that 
‘My ship not thus fortified within could not possibly 
have been kept free by the pumps. 

At night, jmt“ as the people were going to rest, 
the ice began to move to the southward, and sooh 
after came in towards the shore, again endangering 
the Fury’s rudder, and pressing her over atwber-. 
side to so alarming a degxee, as to warn ^»^at it 

bare mentioned the endangering of tbo niddors so frfegueijtly about this 
time that seamen mtiy ask why they were not unshipped. It will giy© ii tokir- 
able idea of the c^tical situations in whioh we had for several days past been 
placed, to istate that we had never had suffident depth of water ( about twenty- 
hve feet) for doing ao» 



- ... - ... ■, ..... , ^ -. . . . . '*' ' ■ ' ' '■■ 

(?'w:oa|d l%ilt!9n .lier mucli more in ner 

iiiaeCure feitaation. Ohe of oiir bergs ' 
vrgHifted jiits p<^ti<m by tliis pressure, so as to -vveakeu 
our cbnfideilTO in the pior-heads of our inteuded 
basifti, nnd a long “tongue” of one of liiem forcing 
itself upd|r the IJecla’s forefoot, while the drift-ice 
*" ivas also pressing her forcibly from astern, she onex 
" more, aew'ed three or four feet forward at low water, 
and continued to do so, uotwiUistauding repeated 
endeavours to haul her off, for four 8uce.essive tides, 
the ice remaining so close and so mucli doubled 
under the- ship, as to render it impossible to move 
lier a single inch. Notvvithstiindiug the state of the 
ice, }iow(!ver, wc did not remain idle on (he 8th, all 
hands, being employed in unrigging the and 

landing all her Sjiars, sails, booms, boats, and other 


. top-weight. 

The ice still continuing very close on the .9th, all 
hands were employeil in attempting, by saws and 
axes, to clear the Ilecla, which still grounded on the 
tongue of ice every ti<le. After four houj’s' labdtir 
they succeeded in making four cir live feet of room 
astern, when the .ship suddenly slid down off the 
tongue with considerable forte, and became once 
more afloat. We then got on shore the Beclas 
cailag and hawsers fpr the- accommodation of the 
J^ury’s men. in our tiers duiing the heaving down, 
struck onr top-masts, which would be required ^ 
6 ll}, 9 re 8 and outriggers, and, in short, continued .to! 
o&upy ei^ery individual in some preparation or 
' pther. These, being entirely completed at an early; 



:Wm 

s ^ 41.' ' JL J ‘ ‘ - , 

• be. ineun’cd, t(» lijc loss of e^ en a few hduw 
;-accompliHl)in(;nt of ou}’ present object. A#' it ver/ 
i'oppoi'tunuly li.ippeued, liowever, tbe external ice 
rtelafekeuf-d to the distuuee of abont a imndrM J’otdsj 
outside of UB on tlio nioi'niug of tbe lioth, eaubliU^ 
’.U% by a most tedious and laborious oj)eration, to 
cieai.’ tbe ice out of our basin piece by pit;c.e( Tbcv 
difficulty of this apparently simple process coitslstedf 
ln3b(' heavy preHSure Laving repeatedly donblo^l 
■olio mass under kn other — a position in which it 
, neijOifOs great power to move fhein — and also liy 
the corners locking in with tin; sides of ihe bergs. 
,0ar next 'htl.sines.s -was to tighten the cables .suiH- 
ciently by means of jiurejiasis,, .arnl to finish the, 
floating of them in the nianimr and for the purj,tosc 
I'cfore described, Alttu' this iia.d been I'ompletcd the 
shi]>s had only a few feet in lenglb, and nothing in 
bre,<idtl) to sjiare; but we had now groat hopes of . 
going ou with our work with increased confidence 
and security. The Fun/, whieh was placed inside^ 
hail something ]cs.s than eighteen feet at low. water f I 
the Thu'Ui in.y'" in four fathoins, the bottom bolhg 
Strinved with large and small fragniente of Tpies: 
,^^no. ' ^ 

, W tlius employed in securing the tehip8, lfee;i 
imootlmess of the water enabled- ns to si'-e in soUie 
degree the iialrure of the Fvrt/s damage; and it. 
may be cbjiceived how much pain It ocoariohed 


iauding of the coals and provisii^y droffi. ' ^M^ 
■«, urefening to run the risk which woUld .jtiyis' 


aiiiiv: to cfJscovet that both the ^•ton»*‘p05t ai 
ffttofoot wfsTB btoketi and turned up on ^ui*? Hulfe 
f j^toSHure. We .dso pohld |xireeivt', ns fer 

; ^6 able to ?5eo along the m.uii'kt'ol, that it 

i*>w8j| tattch totll, ahd wo h ul tha-efOie reason to cow- 
Oittde that ihiiu'tgo would altogether prove vety 
''petioU'St. We ui<o diso-' »hi! that p('V('i d ftot of the 
'fthcMf’s false koel were tom nwa-v dnf’n<+ of the 
fore-chajgs, jn ron 3 t*(jnone( of lu i gt<nin 1 iig forwaid 
SO troqucntly. 

The ships being non as veil '‘oemt d as onr im ans 
p«rnutiiil ftoni the iinnu haf d u ^ei of no, the 
clearing of the /''uiw wont < n during ih< llth w.th 
iiun.iM'd fonhd me, tliough git iti,r dttrit^ was 
imposdlfk, for notliing i ouid et'ied tin spnit and 
//■‘dolls i(t of iven Ifuli idud, and as things 
liol mnu ' out the u ^ 1>, I j i oh)t_ti] n 1o vint a 
rntm! o* < t * j'f , 'flu t Inal tun of it pies‘'ni‘e 
Jlemi tavouK if vtifli fh t \edJi" t\i>( nu muui oUr 


wirk quiekh, ‘O Ilia*' on the 1 'ta t y i ■, <osk 
i.i y landetl, and also th » i ' tho s] ut>s,tds • 

and cIolIiiio j ut >n hoard the // (/ On ihi‘ Idth" f 
w«' fi'und th it a nn-s of h avv k*< , whnti h id lieen 
a^ionnd V. ihiu (he /'o // had n w ■^/iittd tilf along 
ndeof lid at high w at i,‘ldlfmt)id < ontrutiiig om >: 
alxeaity nanow Insin, lul kaving the * uip uo lOom i 
fottnrmiig round At the tiei-t high waki, thtro- 
foTCj w» got i puieliase oO it and hove, it ii t of the 
wai, so that at night it drifted off alfugethei The 
coak hud preserved ineate weie the prin'Iipal things ; ’ 
’hbW relnBining on board the J%ry. and these lWt|| 







ttued 'iandiag t)y every method we could. devi^J;'/ 
■iat.tlie iwpt .expeditious. The tide rose- so consid^' ■ 
ibly at U^hci, new moon occurring within an hour q£ | 
Jjigh water, that we were much afraid of our 
jfloating; they remained firm, howem*, even 
'*me ice came 'in with much foree as tO' btefilSOiQte''’ 


.of our hand-masts, a fir .^par of twelve inchos diameter. ? 

. As the high tides and the lightening of the Fvn/i , 
how gave us suiiicicut depth Of water for unshippingili; 
the rudders, we did so, and laid them upon the sraal|-^ 
’’3‘J^erg astern of us, for fear of their being damaged by 
any pressure of the ice. ■ ,, 3 

Early on the inorning of the 14 th, the i(je 
( blackening a little in our neignhourhood, we took 
advantage of it, though the people wore mucli 
fagged, to tighten the cables, wj)ich had stretched 


and yielded consielerably by t})e late pressure! ft 
wab Well that we did so, for in the course of this day ■ 
we were several times interrupted in our work by 
the ice coming with a tremendous strain on the north 


caifes, the wind blowing strong from the n.n.w., and 
the whole “pack” outside of us setting rigidly to 
the southward. Indec,d, notwithst.aiHlijig the recent 


tightening and readjustment of the cabins, ihi? bight 
was pressed in so much as to force the fh.r?yagahi;#’ 
thb berg astern of her twice in the course of tfe tfavf 
Mt, Waller, Avho was in the hold the second tinao 


that this occurred, reported that the coals about the 
keelson were moved by it, imparting the sonsatiou,!. 
,of a part ohfhe ship’s bottom- falling down; and ohc. 
of the men at Work there was so strongly imiu^s^dv i 


P«Si¥at Hief «lie.:feougbt it high time to make ' 
■::&riii<^forthe1iatoHway. from cix^mstance - 
jV>Afimft<i,'moTe ftaa probable tHat ibe mam keel 
Weiv«d sonie serious damage near middle 

Jlito trial of the efficacy of our means of 
-secority, it was plain that the Fury could not possildy 
rfee hove down under iureumstances of such frc^iucnt 
:f«id ' imminent risk. 1 therefore directed a fourth 
in^ehor, with two additional enbles, to be earned out, 
/"with the hope of bre^ikiug some of the torco of the 
■>ice by its offering a more oblique resistaneu than the 
‘■'other, and 'thus by 4<’'grees turning the direction oi 
, the presaire from the shipa We had scarcely com- 
'pleted, this new defence,, when the large.st Hoe we had 

0 eeen '^mceleaviifg Port Bowen came sweeping along 
the shpre, having a motion to the southward of not 

\Vless-thanya mile and a half an hour; and a projecting 
•boinf of it just grazing our outer berg threatened to 
Overturn it,, and would certainly have dialodgec it 
’ ■ from its- sh hut for the cable recently attached , 

' to it ,'A»econd similar occurrence took place with 
a smaller mass of ice- about midnight, and near the 
: . fop of aa%nusually liigh spring-iiue, which seemed 

1 i-r^dy^to float away every security from us. bOK'‘ 
/ ‘thre^‘hdam about the time of this high water, our 

* situation wa's a most critical one, for ha,d the bergs, 
or nidaed auv one of them, been carried away or , 

. broken, both,. ¥ips must inevitably'have- been drivw 
on ^ore by th^very nest mass of ice tflat should - 
' c<p.e in. ■ HappUy, however, they |id not suffer ? 




'material’’ -^Bt;arJ»ad6#,‘-,!^, 

./peeping at'!a riiort (^tahoc. 

..i'tiile •had failen, the boiga' KeeTOe'^'tri^’^igip|;e ;^ 
;^,;|yfhly resting on -the ground, The.^oi^^^'ifiiifeh^^ 
’'Sier^foTe, ocf^aioned by this diatn Aiie^^yai' 
Slackening of our cablea liy the.-,altel:^ia!0firiii|^-(t^5 
’’positions of tli(J several grounded .mJfei^, 
»;'i^tisequeut nee,essity of onijiloyiug more time,, ril^ieho 
yi^Otfaing but abrtolof’'. nee, >'.■•<! tv eoultl induce 
bestow, in adju.sting and lightening the whole C^f 
' them afresh. ’ ^ 

' The wind s eering t o the w.N.w. on the morning ; 
of the 15th, and .'•till continuing to -blow strong, thej 
iefe was forced three or four iniles off the land in the 
course of a few Lours, Icaxing u.s a quiet day .fqr 
i;ontinuing our w’ork, but exciting no very pleasing 
;..sous,ations when we con.sidiu’cd what juV.gress wuV' 
^might have been m.aking had we been at liberty ri> 

' pursue our object. I'liu laud was, indeed, so clear of 
ice to the southwaT'd, that Dr. NeiSl, wli(< walked a, 
’••cbnriderable di.staiice in that, direction, could see 
hoilhiug but an open ih:mn(d inslcuv to the ntmost 
e^xteht of hia view.^ Wu took advantage of'yb^ 

■ yater to'seikl the launch for ihp. ..Fury’s ironwork 
at riie former statioii ; lor though .the fbtst mert; 
i^mployed could very ill be .spared,- w*q,iJWcre 

Un© trigK ftioJ ni-^rc pj^rijato^vs laii-i lo fho ot?r. 

pr©«©r^t stritiotj/feno winri al’-vay.® ^Vc«ei'V(;d t(* niciny: 

{mssin^ a ritviii© oi vtilk-.y 7"he moroout ".ve ^'- 

oi^ a^\r tuSt iimy».T, \\q fy:ui>l i!)0 tnnd .irgiw throe <?r four 
Low land is, oti this nec<wint, niuch more ffiyoiirfi!|>lo for 

tJvu* ■t-hat; whirrifc is vt;^;p At MelviUe l^liyud, aa g 

with compai-ativeiy fow^nd iiiSing’ difiicuiuos tiU o^wa© 

J no douH om o<naa# Jeaat of our 'stopped. ’ ' ' J 




'i ^^:^ '^ |^fe ;fidjiligania 3 " toore tfeaii'a wiiok day to 

S |^^||iD]^>Ottud 'b5Utod. . 

^eiixg completely cleared at an- early 
’;;|i^;|^ Wtb, wc were all luaily empluyod i^ 
the abip, sin'd in preparing tbe outrig^^ya, 
additional rigging. '3’lwugli > 
S^purpdsely eelcct.cd the time- of high water for • 
the ship round, we. had scarcely a loot of 
to spare for doing it, ami indeed, as it v as, her 
^lorefopt' touched the ground, -ajd h.uscmal the broken 
• :|^t <tf the- wood so mucii as i.o enable us to pi'|Ut 
^^p'witix roiics, xx'hft! wc, found the ftagineuts Lu con- 
rsisto'f the vvdnde of the gripe ” aad moat of the 
“ cutwater ■’. *^lhe strong breeze continuing; and the . 
fi-'aea riiifig as the open watfa- inc-rcased in extent, bur 
V-b'e^sA-ere sadly M'aslual and '.vasted; tvery hour- 

liminutiou in tbei* 


';.'f>ulk.* M, however, the main body of ice still kep| 
off, we were in hopes, now that our prepai&fcH^I 
'■*jvcW so near' completed, we should jiaye bcen,%l": 

abied h'l a few hours to see the extent oi *tho darliagb^ 

’ and repw' it sufficiently to aiIo\» us to proceed. In 
. the ^'Txfiiiiiifpg wc received the l''ii>"i/s crew on l^ai'd 
■ thojE#f^, evei^'ari;iiingeni(‘nt and regu]atibn.^havmg 
r bepi^djio'isly wade for their pcrsuiuil comfo^,,mid.; 
'bibr^^l^reservation of cleauliiicss, YeuLilat3.mC 
! ^» mth .throughout - the ship. 'I'he pffiecra 

l>y t-heir own choice,., pitched a tent ing 
ttie«8ihg anti sleeping i|i, m 




.T^^y. i"' / ' ., li 



(latjoa for two set-R of 'otBcf': 
finod. On tbe 1 7tl), wlien cverjl^rqjar^idn.'w’as com*"' 
pleted, the caLIe-^ v/Cja- fouinl a^i^aiu^^)^fu;k,--b 3 rt^o^ 
wasting of the bergs in eori.se(jnouce pi^dJiC-eoutitt'ueti " 
. and possibly also in pari by tlie tnasaes having 
(lillbved somewhat, iirsliore, that yc .wero«6hii^d .to' , 
^ ^ajupy several iwmrs iii })utting tiicni to, jiglpti, 
'“bye"Bhould .st,)<.>n require all our .sii'cngih at the ptir-’.^ 
Cue Ixrg bad also, at the hwl IctSii'^ water,:'. 
MUen over on its side, in con .sequence of itff. sub^j.' 
fjtiatice being; undermined by the sea., ami the cahlo.j 
surrounding it wa,s thus forced so low under 'watef , 
as no longer to ado rd protection from the icc.shoulc}"' 
it again come in In tif.diteniiig the (cables, we hnind. 
it to has'c the edv. t i,r ’.^'inning t-cj bcig.s iu lowhrd.s 
tko shore, still idrihrr c.oitvacting our nar>">)W b-'isf); 


|)itt a,ii_yf]!ing Mats better tiian siilicriug l.iicru to go 
adj'ift.. This work being iinished at teii n.i'l. the 
yveoplo were allowed three hours’ I'esl otdy, it btog’ 
ncoe.ssary to licave tie; ship down at or near high ’ 
water, a.s there was nob sudieient depth to allow htet'' 
to take her (liKUiucc at nri y (.itliei' time of tide. /B'vi'ry ; 
prepiiratieu "being made, at three a.m.- on tbeglSth,'' 
M'e began to heave her rlown on the jarb'oard sid^, 
but when the purejiaju.s were nearly ;t block, v\e ■ 
found that tl'ie, piriips uiuior the JfechtH boit.JiTtj'^aB, 
'well as '-ome of 'tue i^iivy's 'shorefasts, imd .stretohed.i 
or yielded t5o much, that they could not bring thh 
ion;! out pf W'fder within three or four feet Wp', 
i m n iedi at ei;^ eased hot * up .agaiii, ».nd readjy^^od ' 
evsrything as req'visite,o'hauliisg lier far&pr .i|^^re 



a iieel ''aer. 

water and w©; -- 

once more ber down, 

when » !^Wt^tic>rm came on, and blew with: sacb v 
’w&lence (^, the ^nd as to raise a consideraMe 
iThe sblpsditid now so umch motion as to strain w^', 
'^.very -much, and even to make th- lower masts 
,M;:tHb Fttr;/ bend in spite of the shores; avc were, 
th^for^.most unwillingly compt' ^^1 te demist mM 
the’^a should go down, keeping everything ready 
to reoommenee the instant we could possibly uu so 
with etifety. - The 'officers and men were now bterally, 

■ so barassod and fatigued as to be s(.!arcely ca]^b^,<d . 
furthot exertion without some rest; and on th® and 
oJie'or two other occasions, I noticed more .than a . 
siii^tfe iiifiUiiK'e of stupor amounting to a certain 
dcOToe of failure in intellect, rendering the individu^, 
■so alfccte.l quite unable at first to cominebend the 
tneauing of an order, though s.t;ill as willing as eves.-. 

obey it. It wa.s therefore perhaps a lortunate 
^.Wceteity which produced the intermission of labqur»,’- 
./ #hifeh the strength of every individual seemeu to 


> tequr^. , .. ,i , .. / 

■-* Tho gale-rathev i ne,rea.-.ing lUc.2 oruerwise dating 

l^the whole day and night of the Ibth, had 
^%lSowisg morning, v, hen the wmd and sea still coi^. 

'iito^-nuabated, so d^troyed the bergs on whieh 
fe|p^,4oie ^pehdence was placed,, that they no longer 
^4i%ti^al nod aground at low water; the cables had agam 
: become slack about thBmi ‘aB<i -iho baiin we had 
" te%n so much paiuf;ip forming had now lost att^ita 


at If^v-ist diVi-iug n jwriito .of ayei-f. ; tido’^: 

■ ft will l>0 j)!am. if 1 have du<joc*;i1e(i-m givmg f, 

■' distiiBfct desorii'hioK of .our situatioo, that, iudcpoji-' ' 
deatly of th(‘ sorrurity of the sliips, theio was now 
notliii'a left t.o Sttaward by wliich tlie Hiivla could 
be bvjld out in tuaf directioii v.’hde heaviiag the Fury 
;down, so that Our pieparations in tins way wer^iio 
; longer .available. After liight <'i' toosl a,nxious coxi-, . 

Bideration and eoiuoltaii-e: with ('ajaain Moppuet; 
■‘^nho was ia.'-.v .my mesisrnafce in. the IJi cia, ii, appeartid 
.but t.oo plaiu, that, .should rli" ice- .igaiu come io, 
hcitlier whip could ;iuy l<-i!gei- be socui'ed from driv- 
, ing ou shore. It warn tlierefejc d; ieiiuluod instantly 
.. to prepare the. Jffxln for s<^a, juaking Isej' Uioroughly 
. effective in every re.speet; so i.iiat m\ might at least 
push !ior out eonipaiviti vc eatbtj’ ruumg the ice, 
'when ii I,- 'd agaiu, taking .n ery person on I'oaafd 
her, sc-cui iug the Fu/nj iu the be.st. iiiatiuer wo '‘oidd-, 
and returniilg t.o lu'C tJie itisfanl we tvere ablftdjd'ao 
so, to eudea'''our to get Imr out, i.aid to carry her to 
some place of seourity .for heaving dow'u., .If, after 
the IJecla was reiuly, tinu', sliould riiil be allowed 
us, it “was proposed iuiuicdi'Cnjly to j>ufc into t|io 
Fv-V;! all that WHS r^iapii.dte, o’ a.t least as much, as 
r.hc o.-mld .safely c.a,rry, and t<.>'wiitg lier oxit into the 
ice, to try tlie effect of “foddering'? the leaks by 
sails uj.id(;i those parts of her heel ■which we knew 
fe) be d. iiiaged, until some more effeetual ineapd. 
covdd be restated to. ff 

iJaving . oinmunicated to the assembled oflicers 

^ Tit /odder is a toAitioal mgmfyin^ to Ito ' 


ift’eto-to ua«8er8ta tliut I ifopvd t » 
'topgalljit’t yjyrds across before wt> 
fsl&pl, w4 coiuiueivced ouc work; and soeh was the 
goodwill iiixl iudofntigablc energy vv'ith which 
it„yaf cSiracd on, that byniidnight the whole whs 
ii^fe^ipplished, auil n l)ower anchor and ealdo emried 
<MtJi la the oiling, for the double MUipoct! of hauling 
Oat-. the Ih’.cbi wht'ii retjui.-iic, and as some .security 
fo the if- we were' obliged lo leave he.r. I’he 

pyyple were once more <j^^aite exhausted ly th.eso 
exertions, especiuliy those belougmg to lie I<urt/, 
who had never thoroughly recovered iheir Hrs* 
fatigues. The i(;c being barely in sight, we were 
enubk'd to enjoy seven boors of undisturbed rest; 
but the wind l)i,'c.omii'g ligf.i, and afterwards, shifting 
to the N'.K.i-;.. wu'. ha,',i rea.-..ui to espccc the i».e would 
so' iuciofcc tli .' shore, and w i-r- .therefoVe, most anxious 
lo continue oar work. 

(in the ‘h'th. i iicnd'o-e, the rclua.-.ijng of the /’Wl? 
ct.riiiiuaK'cd wiiii rc'U'uiti'd ,str-' ngili and spints, 8«ch 
articles being in the iir,;t pilaitc stderf .'i-fbr'piitting 
on I'oard as were essentially ..’rapui.':!''' feh’ her re- 
e-juipiiu nt; for it was iny bdl dcttauuinatiou, eodhl 
we 9 itC(.tfeed in completing thi.sy:.nol to wait cveB'fdr 
iiggihg ;at<mrai.tsf, oi getting, a lowmr yard up, in fie' 
evop* of the ice ooroing in, hut td itov ocr out among 
titfe ice, find thfiro pmt^evcrytJiiiig ?i,nii;c .• tly to rights, 
!'ot carrying her fh some place of .Sttcurity. At th# 
same time the 'end of the sea-ckble wife takm><^* 
k^ard the Pury,^hf way ol' offerilg some registaaei 


' " '•'piRft'TO ‘^raett^' ’ vpYla*.-' 



tfce ioe, ■which was now more plainly seen, thou^K *' 
;^^tili about five miles distant. A few hands weM^ 
.:.:^6l86 spared, ooiisisting chiefly of tv-o or three con- 
., yalesccJits, and some of the oflicers, td thrum a sail * 
^'for putting under the Fury's keel ; foi- wo were, very 
anxious to relieve the men at the pumps, which , 
•honstantiy required the labour of eight to twdvh 
hands to keep her free*. In the co-urse of the. day,* : 
several lu'avy rnas.scs of ice came drifting by with a 
breeze from the .n.k., wiiieii is here about two points 
; 'upon the Jaml, and xmuk: a c<msi(ier!il»lft swell. One 
mass came in contact with our berg,s, which, theugli 
■only held Ixy the cables, brought it up in time to 
.'prevent rai,schicf. ]iy u Jotig ajui hard day’s labour, 
the people isot going to re, si till twix (fclock on the 
■•■inox'nirig of l.h(' ws gui :d(d:!t fiffv nnis’ weight 

of coals aii<] pj’ovisiou.s on ouard tii*'. /' vry, wt; in. 
case of ne'ce.s.sity, we considered .suiiieieut togicehw 
stability. Wliile wo w<,io thus employed, the i<‘e, 
though evidently inclined t'j> (^ome in, did not 
approach us much; and it may bt; conceived with 
what anxioty|;iype lougeci to be allowed one niortt 
day’s labour, bn which the ultimate saving of the 
ship might almost be considered as depending. 
Having hauled the ships out a little from tho^sh<.»re, 
and prepared the Hocla for ca.sting by a spi,ing,.aT a 
moment’s notice, till tlu.; people ei^cept those at the 
pump!^ were .sent to rest, which, howeyer, ffeey had 
hot enjoyed for two hours, when at four aM. on. the 


’ ^’-To fh'mm a Mii'i m,td piece it 'witlj thrutnii, er cM of -prevent 'it ■' 

ag(itin»fc t'he mwt or ejbsowhere. , 'id.’lj; ’ / 




^©i|''^twtrAiTiO!^. ■_ 


' 2|et5 aiSthWb^^vy <jibiiBiifg Yiolentiyih 
:#jth till bergs and cables,' tbr^b&»^ lo sw^ee.p away 
eVery'remaiiiiBg security, Oulf sifoafibn, with this^ 
additional strain, the mass which had distarbed ns 
Jixihg itself upon the wcather-cable, and an increas- 
ing wind j!hd swell setting coushlerubly on tbe shore, 

■ he<Sanie riiorc uni mure precarions ; a,Tid, nidcud', 
undei^ <dr<:umsiui(ces ’is cntie-al as can '.veil be 
' imagine! I, nothing but the urgoin y and iiiijnirtain !* 
ob tbe object we had in view— - that of saving (lie 
Furif if she was to be saved — (jould have pri;vented 
my mating sail, and keeping the'7/cc?a under W!i\ 


till, matters Jaended. Mon.; hawsers were run onl, 
lucveiver, aani eJiabicl us stiii i<> hiild ow, audoifter 
six hours of dh-iiui'lied rest, all hands were again set. 
to work to g;'t tin; F'lirifs uneliors, cables, rudder, ,, 
and sp.ar.s on bi-u'd, these thiiigs Iseiiig absolutely 
necossai'y for ue-r ('.([uipincnt.., slnauid o-e be alb,; to 
oet her out. At two f.m. the cjvws wej'e called on 

O 

board to dinner, vvliicJi they Ii.a! jioL linisiied when 
seve.ral not very laVge rnas.-'Cs of ic.c drove {ilong tho 
.sliorc ni’ar ns y.i, a (juic.k tab', tyro or three 
enccessively comings .iu violent conWCt either wdth 
the IL-da nr Uu“ bia-gs to wijich siuj .was attached,^, 
convince!! me that very little additional' pressure' 
wdiijd 'ear everything’ aw.a.y, and drive both ships 
on Bhore. f saw thai the iiiiinient had arrived when 
the IIa;la qoiild no longer ije kept in Jiei- present 
situation with the s’^iailest chance of satiety, ami i 
^.therefoi-e inimodiateiy got unutr sail, 'despatching, j 
flaptain Hoppner with every, iiidividhal, except a ‘ 



: ^rkiiig’ tKeV^^p,- to 

'% Ward the Pury, while the J/few J 

' ’‘ It was a' quarter-past three 

wi)id tbenhtowing fresh feom Ip 
:^j(!ft, 'hr jkbout. two poinhs upon the h)hd, whief:? 

some; surf ©n the tieach. . .Captaifi Hppjtoe^ 
|i(U;ab^eoJy been an hour^on ))oard the^w3f, W,: 
fcus^i% enaan od in gei ting llic aiicbors and . 
when we ohsen^ed sofne hurge piee^. #’, 
heavy 1^® closing' in with the land nOtii;- 
■••jl^Apd ag twehty minutes past tour P.M., be^^an 
a.itd'jfiv'p miuntes after tlie J/ecio had east 
informedjiy 'signal that the Fury was on shore;. 
diking a , tack inshore, bub not being ^ able, -even 
under a pifese- of canvas, to get vefj near her, owing 
to- a stron’g' sputlierly current wh id i. prevailed 'vitbin 
a 'mile or, two of the land, I p'ercdved.tliut sbe had 
been apparently driven up the i)e.aeh by.two op"fchrfee_ 
of the ’gruamiud .masses tbreiug her onward'’ b^fCU, 
thhm.,'and these, /a-g well as the ship, aeetixfed ncjw s<> 
.:4Anly agrouncl''^^ entirely tp' block her i^; cm tW 
seaward sidfe-’ A8.thg,'navig.'ding of the Ihcla w\th 
only ten inep'on board: required const imt'atteptiiop; 
And care, I could not at this tinic with, ptopiie^y 
■leave the ship' to' go on board the Fu^.‘ .'Ihiy, 

however, I thc .lc.-s regretted as Capfein IIopp»« 

’; w&- thoroughly acquainted with ail my view* ahc| 
ittt^i^ons, and 1 felt <'ontid.eht thsxt, 
di> ja»iirihri, nothing wonhi-be left undone 
to sa.'ve' ■fche ship. 1, therefore, direct^*. 

:■ .telegraph, ^if . he thought notfa%;'c»|^d;h©.';®g‘S^ 


m 


to offer; tbe-amaBei^,. / 

^a|^‘^®*''cteariiig' the. shore, ao^ ae t6.;ettaMe' 

6hr worh, or to attempt' hwjjpg the , ; 
' grounrC About seven. '».k.' '^Captaiii ■ 
^^;ietu«iied to iKe Hecia, aceoT&pamed by 
' ^ ^ Sf^t an officer with a party at the pumps, 
to me, that the Fury had be^n forced 
^•opnd by tlie ice pressing on the masses lying 
• a^ her,, and bringing home, it not breaking, the 
,ih|E®‘'^®t'd anelifir, so tliat the ship was .soon found to 
f jiave sewed from Jwu to three feet fore and aft. 
.Several masses of ice ha.l, moreover, so disp-t^ 
themselves as almost fc6 surround her on evi'i-y side 
'hdiere there was sufficient depth of water ftr hauling . 

her off. ■ n, 

{With the ship thus situated, and masses of heavy 

ice constantly coming in, it Wita CJaptain Hoppners 
decided opinion, as well as that of Lieutenants 
Austih and Eo^, that to havp - laid out ano^^, - 
anchor to, sea^'at ■wptild have only be^;,^fCarpb^ 

- it to the same daii\ .gtl as there was T6asoAJ» '^ppp^^.' 
C iitid been incurred with th» other, withotfe 'th©. nic^^ 
. dis^nt ’.hope of doijig any service especially ah„^*:4 
shxp,had bseii driven on shores by a mb%y 
tdnate coinhidence, jiiat as the tide 
to fan .."{Indeed, in the present sta^. ^ 

. . adghjiig. siiort of chopping and'8awTiig,^^g|^i|P^ 

e’-. ' under , 'l&it ■-"■ stern '©ould 

■, -ja^r 


,X?ftderSucli'' 

b’^^^3C>the tiiiie. every 'seaman Msili ai^mit .tbeift |p* 


i'^i^ieyf'be^, Captain Hoppuer judieipusly cletettaipfid’ 
‘'A;''^^lretura for the present, as direeteJ by 
j .^aphlc eoromunication ; but, being anxiouaHio beejp 
v Sm ship Jfree from water as long as possible, hp left 
y ah; officer and a small party of men to continue' 

. working at the pumj)s so long as a communication 
w could be kept up between tlie Hecl'i and the shore, 
lEvery moment, however, decwjasod the practicability 
of doing this; and finding, soon after Captain Hopp- 
per’s return, tliat tbc current- swept the Hecla a long 
way to the southward while hoisting up the boats,- 
and that more ice was drifting in towards the shore, 


1 Was under the. painful neitessity of recalling the 
' party at the'jpunips, rather than incul- the, risk, now 
an inevitable one, pf parting company with theto 
altogether. Accordingly Mr. Bird, with the last of 
the people, came on board at eight o’clock in tire 
evening, having.left eighteen inches of water in the 
well, and four pumps being requisite to keep her free. 
In three lidfirf after Sfr. Bird’s re tom, more thap- 
half a mHe of cipseiy-packed ice intervened botwei^n 
and' the' open water in .which we P-eyii 
healing,, and before the morning this bariier had 
iPpp^aked tb j^r or five miles uf breadth. , , 

We carried a press, of pan vas all night, w|th a 
fresh lw®®ze ifr theVni^th, to enable us to keep 
abreast of the Fury^ which, on account of the atr pj^ 
southerly ctUTen^ we could only do by beatpig^^^ 
some distance from the land. The breadth of 




-duriiig. Ihe day, 

'')r6 cotfid'^ 'no end to the water in which we were ■ 
either to ■. the southward or ' oastvvard. 
iidyarae^e w'fis tiikeii of the little leisure now , 
; aPowod ns’, to lot the people mend and w^R their 

■ clothei^, ^s^ieh tliey had scarcely had a moment to 

for^e last three weeka We also completed the , 
thrummiDg' of a second sjiil for putting under the 
keel whenever we should be enabled to haul 
' her off the shore. It fell quite calm in the evening, 
when the; breadth' of the ice inshore bad increased 
to six hr seven miles. We did not during the day 
.perceive any curr<yit setting to the southward, but 
in the cotirse of the night we were drifted fogr or 
five leagues to the south-westward, in Which situation 
we had a distinct view of a large extent of land, 

. 'Which had before been seen for the fimt time by • 
some of our gentlemen, who Walked from where the 
•Fury lay. This land trends very much to the west- , 
ward, a little beyond the Fury Point, the name by 
which I have distinguished that headland nesir whieE 
we had attempted to heave the. Fury down, and ?: 
WEich is very near the south ru*n pajt of this coasl^. 
'aton. in .the yea^;4819. It then sweeps rounjd''ijEto 
a large, bay, fonned by a long, low l.ieach se^al 
iftiles i^ extent, afterwards joining higher land^r'ahd 
rmming in a sdnth-ea.sterly direction ‘to a^poin^:; 
which terminated our view of , it in that quarter, 
-and which bore from ,us sc<|;8° w. distant six ,pr 

■ seven lenguea This het^anddl named®Cap& Garryc 
•jB^r my worthy friend Nichola# Garry, one oft 


'a. "■ 



nLtem 
wW© of the bay (which 1 
Seemed friend, Frnncis Cjrcb.^well, hsq.).. as 
ite^W to the. s;-uth\vard, ^vas free from • 

.fievetd miles, and t.> , the • southward aad 
S^aeoely auy was i » !>© «cco. while tv dar c wa er . . . 

SSted a perfectly navigable sea in that, directton , ,, 
but bvtvvwiu us and the Fwry there was a compact .■,. 

fimdy of ice eight, or nine mih«v nf the 

li'e now been at libeiiy to ta.ve su.v an <i., , ,/ ■ 

fevourable prospect before u^, I ^av,. little 
should without much difficulty have made consi, . 

'derable progi-ess, _ . ,r: 

southerly breeise ..enabling . us xo regain Our , 
'notthing,wo ran along the margin ol tb". ice, but 
; wei^ led so much to the eastward by it 
could approach, d;he ship no nearer tha» >‘.fore 
: during the whole day. Hhe appeared to 

distance. to have a much greater heel than when th 
.people deft her, which made us arid more, anxious ^ 
get near her. A south-west wind gave us hop©| Wf 
'Se ice sotting off from the land, 

;^d - effect during the whole of the Mth. m 
therefore, beat again to the southward to. see if 
: could manage to get in with 
aliout the. shores ,pf the bay; but tbis vyas now 
tdie iife being once more closely packed; 

to tXi. Bky 


oiity't^^ilJ^'^e.Flsifrfc^ i-ii |>{iti'd^'c^^;'5 
in- ottt-'fftvaor. .“Tbe iiifcitode at 
725. S4'‘ 57", making oid di.=ita!J(;(i fours the, - :i 
twelve nljlc■^^ Hvlii'.li by tko moiming ci the - 
increased to at loa-.t fire ieagueH, the ice 
^ epnt;muing’"tO “phek’’ between n» iind the shore. 
The witill, however, now gvasiuaiiy Hivw roand . 
■the ^veat^^'f'^d, giving ns Ivopes os a '•.nana;', erd we 
.•eputinlu^ to ]>)■}■ abont the iniugin of t]*e ha-, in 
\^t*nsfcant ^i.*s^<liues^ .bs’ taksng iulvautagcs <J any opeu- 
that might oecuf. H iiivyai-ed si.s so mUeh py 
^treetmiug off in the o<nir.=-<: of tlie day, tlnsx bv ficveii 
P„M<we had nearly reached a chsitinci of cleiit M'ater, ■ 
isfliykept open for seven or eight miles from the 
Being, impatient to obtain a sight of the Fu/y, 
and tlie wiml' becoming light, Captain flopimer and , 
my&eli’ left tiic ffecla in two boats, and reached the ; 
• • ship at Iraif-past nine, or about "tliree-<|uarler8 ot an 
; hmn- Ixsfore "high water, being ihe most favourable s 
i* time '>f tide fc-r aniving to esnrniac her condition. 

AVe fmsnd her heeJiug .so much ontwnrd tliat belt . 
main chani>els were within a foot of the w’atcrj. 
cihe large Doe-piece, wliick was still alongside of 
: seemed, atone to sui'port iier belcM watei^ and tp:;; 
■ prevent her ffUlirtg ovci .still mt>re consideiably?, 
a;. The ship, fihd bt;eu forced nmcl) iurtlu f .up the.i)e;aoh 
>VTfaah before;.an.vl she had now in her bilge- above. i 
^*Tfee;f pf dvaterf whhili rcachc-fi higher than th,e.lQt^^« . 






wgf how, very «ii^kietly ykibiej wp!; 
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Parht’s VOrAGK. 



found tliBjfe she liad pnsli- d l!io .sIimhih at the bottom 
ap Iniforc hor, and tiui- tlie orokpu keol; stcrn-pnat, 
and deadwoofi bad, by tho fof'iit, itrc.s.'sui’e, bctri 
more daina^eri and tuinod op thar before. She 
lippeared ]i;-iiic.tj)id]_v to han^r tipoo tin* {^j ouud abreast , 
■ of the gau-vvay, 'wbore, at hiyh water, tint depth was 
eleven ha t. alai)(?-,^blo her keel; forward and aft. from 
thirteen to sixteen feet; so that at, low tide, allcvving 
the uatia.1 f:dl of five or six icet, she would ia iyitig 
in a di.-pth of frorn fiv'e to ten feid oidy. '.the fir,9t 
hour’s inspedion of the euodition too plainly, 

jissured me that, exjn>sed as siie vvns, and '''>,-,>ib]y 
pressed up upon an ''p- n ond stony iK-a.ch, her holds 
full of Wiitto'., (lie damage of her hull to ail 

appcarat.e.e and in a.II prubalalitv aiore i-.onsiderable 
than bc^oie, wii !><.>(!!. any* adetpoitc means of hauling 
her oti'to seaward, or seeming her fron< the further 
incursions of tiie ice, every endeasour of ours to get 
her off, or, if got off, to float her to any known place 
of safety, would bo at umas utterly hopeless in itself, 
and product ! of isvfrcui. - i<, our !■.>! naming; ship. 

Being anxious, huwevi it io ,, ras.- uf so iuuch 
importance, to ,u! uyv .■ !' !f.o jM.'u'mo.ut and. 
experkuce of others. ! do'cLed d.apUun llop(aier, 
in conjuiidion with l.io.nUmauis Austin and htherer, 
and Mr rulfer, being the offiyi'.rs \vho 

a.fi;( 'up..:!! 'c<t me to the Fiiry,%o hold u survey upon , 
her, and to report their opinions to me. And to 
' prevent the possibility^ of the otIlcer.H receiving any 
I'ias from iny own opunirm, the order was giveipitp 
them the nioiueni, we arrived on board i,hc lAtrtjy . 



vV'. : CONOekkXKff THE'-'^yORY^'' ■ 

Captain Hoppnor and tbe othtsr offu'sers, §it.er 

* sfs&nding sex’^erai hours in attentively examining 

* ev^ pai!,t of the ship, both within and without, and 
maturely weighing all the circumstances of her situa- 
tion, gave j| as their opinion that it would be (juite 
impractiOaMe to nuike her seaworthy, even if ksIig 
could be haulod oli', which would first recjniro the 
water to l)e gi)t out of the ship, nud riie holds to be 

' once mon; eiitirciy cleared. .Mr. i’nlier,,t.he <‘arpr;nter 
of the Fitrij, considered that it noudil copy five 
days to clear the shiji of water; that, it >!ic were got 
off, all the pumps wotiLI mat !><*, suflident to keep 
her free in conscqueno-c <if the, additional damage siie 
seemed to latve sustained; aud that, if even hove 
down, twcjitv days’ work, witti liM,; uicaiis we pos- 
sessed, vv(fulii b'- ro'pJtred for making her seaworthy'. 
C'iipt;ii.tt IjojV'iin r and the other ofbc.cv? were, there- 
fore, of o]mjioTi that an absolute m.'ec.-sii.y (.nxishd for 
abandonnig the. Fury. My own opinion being thus 
confirmed a,s to the utter iiopelc.HaneR.s of saving her, 
■iod fo! li.ng nioo: slomniy than ever the responsi- 
biliry which ai ov bed to me of preserving the Hecla 
unhurt, it vras vritb oxtrone (lain ,ui-l regret that I 
made the signal for (he Funfs <)!li(ers and men to 
be sent fo? tln.ir dollies, must o!' wbieh had been 
pul on shnre vdth the stores. 

The Hecla’s bow’cr-anchor, which had boeii placed 
on the beach, was sent on board as sqou as the people 
came on shore; but her remaining cable wa-s too 
much entangled with the grounded icc to be disen- 
goged without gi'cat loss of time. Having allowed 
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vcfsrii3iL,.r. 
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ofijcers and n;f,b an hour for up thoir ”, 

' and wiiat belonging bs.-^aieru ih^ .watlr . . 

in the sliij) brtd u-'t < >) v6red, werb‘ 

hauled ui> ‘^ii the beach, au'd at tw^o a,m. 1 left ho**,' 

' , and was foll'uv od by Captain Hoppuetj I/ieaicnant 
' ^.ustin, and the last of the poupje in h€tf an hoar - 
..-'■afte;-. 


The wholb'of the h'vnjs 5ti)re8 v. ere of meer-ssity ’ 
left either on b(»ard Iier or on ;4iore., to'cry ' sp:i4'e 
eori.-ei' ‘J.int we (ionhl 'in<! in lie.' .//ec/" ' l'»e>r(g nivv 
absolutely rcrpiired tbr tlu; a-",roiuruou;i,t ion of pur 
double eonipionient of officers arid nieu. winaw dean- _ 
iiiK's'S and hesdth could only be niaiLtaii.cd by kcup- 
ing the d(’c';s a,.-: ''letu- and vfeb venlilatod as’ OiU' 
limib'/i spfiw. 'voinO pei'init. 'I'bo spot wliCi’e foe 
FtU'ij (('f; s in .I--. fft.'Uiie 72' 42' 2(/'. iht.- lonn'i- 
laido by uh'’OEionjet«v. is .91 ' 5(4 On'', tJie 'I'p of the 
ciae,i;:f if, ncc(jie bk ' 1 9''22", and the va.riat’on. l^y"' 


2o' V,' ester)}'. , • ' ■ 

Wlien the accident first hupi'i ned to t!,./, Fanj I 
Lonfidently expecti'd io have been- able to re[‘ai} her 
dataagee.in good tio i o to take ad vantage of a Jaige 
retaaijl^hg picrl. of Ibe loiviga'oio eeasou in the pro- 
8Ccut1o’< of the voyage; and while the clearing of 
the shio Ci's going on with .so njuedr allKsrity, ftnd 
t!ie i'c.piii!-: seemed f.o l.i"' rvitlun tho' reach of <^r ' 
moans Oid re«c.p’'of;s, 1 dd! iiattered myself ;W.ith the 
HMOie hope .But as as the g.ales began to 

destroy v.ith a rapidity of which we had-liefore up 
ctjioep; . uy our bole deicuee from the meursSonk. of 
.the ice, as well as i.he only trastwoi thy means "w© 





fe;''^-''> V, *g’?^ j^»>^ '''^i)ng'uJ^" i)£<^ii> ' X’pow, -.' ”'' *' ' ■' ■ '■■ 'li'|v 

pws^sBod of iiolcling phe Jlecl/i *nit f(}r lu^av- 
the 7wo*y doAj ii i*.onfo^s that the prospect of 
:;^ iho nocesv'iiy lUuii Vlkoi^ to ari^e for removing iier 
iq souic or.hcr Bti:ri-,H siniieieut to siiake every 
reci^uuabic expectation I liad liitiicrtf^ choi'islicd of 
iii'e altiiuate aj^rojtiiJi.sliiM* iit of our oliject. Tlios^o 
expectatioii.s were, now at an end. VVitli a twelye-. 
ryu>iith'>MM’ov.i:doj.}:i for bf»tii sliipy’ compfuiiei^ extend- 
"' ing'onr rebO'ur^o.s only to tlv-' aniunin of tln^. !\>ll*ov- 
iny year, it ivoald liave been folly to iiop- j'ls* fiihil 
suecC'Sie ’txmaideiing soiafi, [noer.';'.-^ \\t iiao, 

already rnafke tLe nnr^irt.win n'aiiuv. <•[’ naviy.'i- 
tion^/and the arleaue^ai !)ariod <^1 the [-reseiOi' sea.son, ' 
I wn3, t!ie-ref>rc, reduced t.* thr^, <e:pv renurhiing 
eun<dusie?ri i1ia,t it^ u.us roy duty, eouiei ail the 
circunisteuccB a&rtlii* < eer, I 0 rc-Urrn io Kuyiajai, in 
complianee; wili the plain teeaor ed iny ins* rH(*4.h-*nH. 
As soon v^H tl'U’'%>':Ms wore hoisted up, thei'cfoiay aud* 
the a^ee]^(a* rho ;-d»ij'’'' he;id was |;ut ‘o the 
north <":iStwa.nh e Jigln. •';? o!!' rho Jajid, in order*’ 
igiio an edliey i)ej(»re the .km? slsonld tigalii set 
’ iredearr 

f'',. " GtlAPrKU ^Vll. 

' R;:ou!iiv>r) uj.Km*n''*’ I/n.;'-, of iuM A'.xl on thi: Katarail History, 

' ' t.;'o 'A \ortiij B miorsel'— A »”' I vt; at Itarfeotir--^ , 

^ f>i eW-’j e;).g-t' iW-fflA T5',M’i»or.r r m; Xco ’in’ 

' ll-r.vy GaK'.-* Aurora Je^roaiiH"'--TcJH|K-r.a.iire 'pf *the 

— Ai - Vv.iJ i.n buglifcm!, 

Ttio ae<ide!nit wliicli had doav befallen' the uPwri^!, 
uud which, when itH fatal result was linally ase8r< 



taiaed, afc once put 'an end to eveijr prpsjsecfe <>f 
. success in the main object of this voyage, is riot ifcn 
event which surprise iii the minds of; 
those who are either personally acqniiinted witk the - 
&ue nature of this precarious navigatio#,' or have 
had paiiou(’.e to follow me thnnigh tW tedious and 
, monotonous detail of otir operations during Mrhp 
successive summers. To any persons tlius fpinlified 
to judge it will be plain that an occurrenee of th,i« 
-tnatnre was, aj, all times rather to be es peeted than 
. otherwise, and that the only real oau.se for wonder 
'has been our lung exemption from sucdi a ewtaa- 
trophe. I can confidently affi.rm, and 1 trust thirf , 
on such an occa.8ioH I may be peimittol to 
the remsi'k, that the mere safety of the ships' haf 
never been more. than a secondary object , inythp 
(;onduct of the. expeditions under my connnilnf v 
To push forwavil while tin r<^ was any open water to _ 
en.‘il)l(} us to do. so L:is uniformly been our first 
endeavour; it ha.s not been until the chrinnel 'has 
:i(-,tUally terminated that we liave over been accus- 
tomed to look for a place of shelter, to which the^ 
ships ■were then c< inducted w i tli al I possil>iu deaj)4tch ; 
find I may safely vciiinre to predict that- no ship' 
acting otherwise will ever accomplish tfie Nprth'- 
West Passage. On numerous occasions, which 
easily recur to the memory of those 1 have had the 
honour to command, the ships might, pasily 'l^i^,, 
been placed afiiong the ioe. and left to drift with m 
in comparative, 'if ^ not ai>.-.t'lute, security, -when vhe 
holding them pn has bccji preferred, though attendeif 



■' vm houfljf and imxnlnoDt }HMiL Tbip was ])re<*iBely 
t^e ca^eon the pieBenr. occasion; the shii;s Tiiii.d;tj‘ 
.ccruinty have h:CO?j pusiicd into the ic« a 

or "'even a wc.ck bctbreluunl, aud thus ju'*;- 
^^'^erved'^ftlidm vW rink of being hn-ml oii^shore> Uii 
whcrc^- they, would havo 1)een dnh-td, ajul vvlien they 
vvould have beei). agani 'lise-iiey.g^jd from the ice, or 
afelfterty to tak:-' r;d\'ant:ye of die ^j^aaedeaial open- 
ings 4uida>re (by wlih'-l) ahaio the na^ayedion of these 
seas i« lu be }e'i.forrne<! wbii any dogreo eO' c'erlainty}, 

I believe- it Imj^oKsibh- for any one t,o haau iho'neost 
. dikant idea,. 8ue.lt, tiaot, !‘-ing tho r.^'e'-es.dty .tor 
,, 'Constant aiu'i iUia.voidial'Je rr-ky u, eai'inot rermorsably 
snr]>riye flat on a, i^!neic oeeasien out of ho 
t'niany in v;hi(*h iha, f-^aane :ic('idratt ,seen.se,fi, 0:5 il. 
,„;Wer6j'' inipendiiny, it sdiotUd. ;e:t'a;d!y e takei. 


' f'h c sc rc m r» r iv s I » ■ o 1 f r t,* ? *'■ ' to 1 e* i 5 e in o r -.j i JLeN;e.‘: " 

sa.rv’j beeaufte i beiicvo. umi our iorneo' sueetyHses in 
tJiis navifyuuMi, .and ()ur I'linri*. ex^'^joniion from 
serious daiuage, had served to Uegyt a very 
t but erroneous nctiutu tinit oui* slnp.s wore 
agtdnst; any pr- ssure. wdiid) tf-e iniglii. be subject. ' 
belief oxn-ndr.’^ oveay. in .1 certaiti deg;re<y to 
‘■'tbosis employed on this stTvlre, 'vito td.nne«,st began to 
^'■“v.ousider our .ships iiiyubu'j-a.l.ko :un,l f-'f uiy own 
^ path 1 eoiifess that, rkougit si in ntls retlfH-d'iou 
y.wwld at contradict- sua-o ,i uoiuchi^ I. edten 

^ixpetiencei;' a feeling of confideiice i.u their strength' ' ^ 
'Idoo iieaHy presu|;it|tionf We, 

, [Mm- I'eiOTied'hy experience thakmbpdy' of ioe of no 


im) 


H Jv 




vesy vWavy kin<i when betiriag in ® 
manner, and with ih' whole force, upon 
.tmichiue the gixmnd, is quite sufiicinut to se. 
eorahinatiou of wood and iron at defiance, pvpn ;: 
' #ieh disposed, as in the Fury and With ai ' 

tie skill and strength w4ich art can suggest. Iff.,; 
trffih, a ship, like fiiiy other work of man, smks, a^' : ; 
'•^St ever sbk, into insignificauce, when viewed iff .. 
nffmpari.'Uii with the stupendous scale on whie-n 
Nature’s works are framed ainl her operations 


performed. , . » , 

The ice wo. met with after icavuig Poit Beweff, 
previously to the Fnr//s disa,stcr, and for some aay.s 
,4fter, I consider to have la'on umeii tim lightest; as, 
well fff the most h'oken we have ever ii;ut to 
with. Durinw l lie time we were shut up )<.t oar hist^ 
station near thei-W.ry, one or two floes oi’ vm-ydarge 
dimensions <lfifted pa,.st'uB: and, tln-se were o. mat 
heavy “hummocky” kind which we saw oil tape 
Kater in the bogmntug of August, 1SI9. On the 
whole, however, .Mr. Mli.wm and mi'seif Imd con!^.ant 
occasion to remark i.he tot rl :i.baon;'c. o^l anu t m 
unusual lightness of tlie other ice. \Vc thought, in- 
deed, that this latter circumstauc.e might account 
for its beivig almost inccBsautly in motion on this 
coast; for heavy icf;, when once it i.s ]u-e 9 ?.cd hoffV 
unoti the. shore, and h;is ce.ased to luove, generally 
remains quiet, until a change of wind or tide makes 
it .slacken. But with lighter ice, the frequent 
, ing and . doubling of the i>arts which sustiun ^e 
strain, whenever any increase of pressure takes plane, 




ifi moSw 

filled Ujp. 

ships lajfja sliaataonA 

djufch altered cois^ l^at were never re 
lieve^w a monient frflon |h« aliptehension aeme 
nev and^iPoreasfed pressnra 

The summer of 1823 was, beyond all doubt, tike 
warmest and niost favourable we had experienced 
since that of 1818. Not moie than tw'o or three 
days occurred, duimg the mouths of J uly and August, 
in which that luavy fall of '■in« Took place which 
80 commonly convoits the '"Im (t of Naturt m these 
regions, in a siiudi 'loui. bom chc (hccifulncss of 
feuminei into tlu duMum^'' ol wiutei. liidicd, wo 


txiietienccd YOU little (jihci of suou.i I'li, ic- fog 
vegetation, whtnici the soil aliottid au) b> spimg 
up, was extieiiit i) luMuiant .old foiwjrd, a gicat 
deal of the old now wiuih hod lain on the giound 
dttiing the h-t w i,': m v.isi ]»id]y lissohmg even 
early in August and i nry ajipe-irauce of Nature 
exhibited a stukiiig conli.i'^t with the last summer, 
while it seemed ci idenrly to fui nish an extraordinary 
compensition lor its i gour and inflemeuc3C 

Wo have scuiccly < vu visited a coast on which ao 
little ot auimai lit ' occurs For days together, only*' . 
one or two seals, a single siu h(ti--c, and now and 
then a"“floek of ducks, who ‘■'in. I have already 
mentioned, howevei,as an exception to this scarci^ 
of animals, the nuniberles^ kittiwakes which wertt 
flying about the lemaikable sjiout of water, and w« 
weafe nnh day visited, at the -^ace where the'*i''«»5| 








by^^huuAreds of wbiiss wi 
sboai'' wajer close to the beachi^^ 

, piesee ever fteeu oa this coast 'Jw jaSiSije^’ 

: w4re .obsetved by the geutleme.ii who exteuded their 
);T#aIks inland; bvit tiiis was tile c-nly snm’mer in^hich 
we did not piocnre a single pound of voniaiCHi. 'In- 
, deed, the whole of our sujiplies obtain'xl in this way 
■dnring the voyage, including fish, flesh, and fowl,; 
'•did not exceed twenty pounds per man. 

. During the time that wo, were made fast, upon, this 
(scoast, in which situation alone observations on cur* 
;,reu.t can be satisfaetorily made, it is certain that the 
ic*e was setting to the , southward, ^aad sometiines at 
' a rapid rate, full seven days out of e\'ery ten on an 
S^verage. Had J now witnessed this for the first time 
in these seas, 1 should prohably have c.biiclnded tliat 
there was a constant soutlierly sot at liiis season ; but 
, the experience we had before obtained of tiiut super- 
ficial current -which every breeze oi wind creates in 
a sea encumbered with ice, coupled with the fact 
that while this set was noticed we liad aii almost 
continual prevalence of northerly winds, meiines me 
, to helieve that it was to be attributed — chiefly at 
;ie^t— -to this circumstance, especially as, on one or 
two occasions, with rather ,a light breeze from tiuj 
southward, the ice did set slowly in the opposite;* 
direction. . It is not by a few unconnected observa- 
tions that a question of this kind is to be settled, as 
the facts noticed during our detention near the "west 
end of M|!lvifie Island in 1 830 will abundautiy tesitify 
,4very light air of wiud producing, in half an hour’y* 
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1^4 , y 

' Tji^i^iiBtlanee .ftf these variable' aiid Tiur- 

rents Iwlds, of eontbe, very mueli to the difficulty ui’ 
detenliiniog the true direction of the flood: tide, the 
latter bShig. generally much the weakc,' of the two, 
ajul therefore either wholly couutenictcd tw the cur 
rent, or simply tending to acceleraic it. On this 
account, though I a!tend('.d very carefully to the 
subject of the tides, I cannot [uo.'to'id t** aay for ccr- 'i 
tain from what direction the Hood-tide comea on this,^ 


coast: the iniprc.ssion on my mind, however, ha^^ 
b^eii, upon tluj whole, in fovour of ins Hovviug froip 
the southward. Tlie time 'if high ^^'ilte^ on the full,j 
and change days of the moon is from lialf-past eleveu 
to tWelvc', o’eiocli, l)cing nearly iho .-.•mm ms .'U, Port- 
Bowen; but the tides .‘ire so iiTegnlar !it times, that 
in t.he space of tliree days the retju-datiou will occa- 
siopaJly not amount to an hour, i observed, how-J 
ever, tliut, a,-, tlm days of full irnd change., or of the i' 
rnoonb qiiartc.r approached, the i rregularity wae coy-. ' 
rected, ami the time rectified, by some, tide of ..exti?^ i 
ordinary din-ation. H'he mean rise and fall was abo^,; 
six feet. • 

The vveatl'.er continuing noaily calm during theii, 
'26th, and the ice keeping at the (list-ince of several;, 
miles from the land, gave us an op[>ortuBity of cleaiv i 
iirg our decks, and stowing the things belopgingjfc- 
thc crew more comforfcibly for their. accoyiiP; 

, modation and oonvenienee. 1 now felt inore sensi^jf ' 
ytliMi eyer the hec^sityfl have ebewhero pointed outj^ 
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/.of '^tjb stips employed on thin k\ml of.i3^*vi.ce btjing 
of t^ift.i?‘%i.e H\zi\ eqlupped in ilu- ^aiee miniher, an4“ 
■ alike efficient; m{ every v(%sjKM;r- I'he way ui which 
ym had heen ah'ie to aj>:>iy vM-vy a?.*ticle for ii^siBLirig 
to heave the Pvrj/ down, without, the y.ih.aiicsf dould- 
' of'helectmn a,< for mzc Btr^ngth, pn'^^cd ffii excei-,- 
lent pDuuical exa.ni}>]e of tl'e vaHio df /bdihg 
.aMc, at\a UKiracul/B warulfUg, to doifhjo the moaiig.'\ 
rc^ourccB of eilh'.a* nliip in cane r>fhu:r^essi,ty lit' 
bj;this eTrnrijn.eiW'^t, uothiug i>iif a hrirlnuir to 
''’s,eourc thp 'sSvip.s was wa,rik'd„ to ha,v.e compieterl the.i 
,,y?:JA0le'(>pf'riUj(,>!i in ;u. eh'e.t kial a. manner as in a, dock- 
y^>d,; for not a ot orOngm .>or aiiy utho' ' 

caution wte. oun'Jaofl., that is n.Minlly atienried to on 
\mch 0(:a3a,ai<jr?.i:g aij(l all aB gO'Od rojti cifer.tis'n fis ^)iil| l 
...aiiywhereJiavo be.eli eies]i\al The :n'ha:U)ktG:es' were ' 

^ now- Bc^areelj.' ies;'' ao'nB}«ienotiB iri the a,r,;a nnniodatiori 
’ of'the oiheen-i and men, wdio in a .diMi/t tlsne har;;i,.jje 


littjc i<ass oOTnforta]>lo i.ban in their own sh.lp; , 
whereas, in a smaller vessel, comfort t<> say nothing 
, of iioaltih WQuJfi ii.av< h(?ep cmite out of the cjucaiitiojj* ” 
il:a.vo;g thus expcriencaa'i the nn:alouial>h-' benefit of 


tlie estabhshinenr’ a.au|,>osing tJns cxpetlition/l oiii 
anxious to ropeiil n.?y eorod(d;hni ■lu-; ulvai.un.gOf'V 
that v/itl always found to^aUvod it h\ the- (tjuif)- 
Tiierit O'f aUy ltv<i sho, .,s aiteoded for dir^*overy„ 

/'hA. little snow, wt-, ids had. fallen m 'da"' course of y 
>lhh last iyo .or three- days, now mmu.m •! upop the 
ht?)d, lightly p<lwa}ering dm higher pm is,* especially / 
ilK>s ?3 .!.uiviiig _'a riortbcriraspcct? riud ci;imting''a'muyJit/,' 
^ipoice win tny seiigation 'th.tif the- largo broad 'p^itcL as 



m 


&flipii)^ lapt^'in tla^ - 

(im.ing.f:]^e whole of each 
|y« sttj^mer. With the exception of a h^w 


iSlieff;here 'imd there, 'the whole of iliia coast 
nd^’'lcee^[S>in snhw before,^e middle of Augusi,. 

. ; A bree^ from the northward freshening up strong 
.oh. the' 27th, Wo stretched over t«< tha. eastern r-boj..' 


of Prince .Regent’s Inlet, a!;d tids ^vith sciuroiy air/ 
obstruction from ice. We could, indeed.. srai>. dv 
believe this the same sea which, hut a. few weeks 


before, iwl been loade<i svith one iinpem-f rablc' body 
.of closely packed ice fioin shore to slnn'e, ;ui'.l cs far 
as the eye could dtHccn,* t.o tin.; southward. We 
found this land rathor mote with the r.cwly 

faJien snow than that to the westward; but liiere 
■wpe no .ice, except iia' giruuded masses, o'liyvvlicre, 
along the shore. Ilaviiia: a great, deal oJ' hea.vy work 
to do in the rostowuige ul' t he !;o1<l.s wlticis e, 0 (.iid not y 
.well be accmti' iLsbed at ,se.a, and also a (jUiintity of ' 
'Av%tcr'tO' till .for our incrce.scd completnciit, I deter- 
mined, to take advantage of our i'etehing the en- 
trance of Neill’s Harb.i.>iu’ to put in here, in order tp ' 
pwf.pare the sL'ip cojn]>1c.teiy for cro.ssing the Atlantic. 

1 was desirous also of ascertaining the depth of water ' - 
in this ]>lace, which was w'antiug to (xunpiete Lieu-;,;' 
teaant Shereth survey of it. At one F..\t , therefore, ’ 
aftear coihmunicating to the officers and ships’ comtp?; 
pames my intention to return to England, I left the 
i a^l^^gceompajiied by Lieutenant Sherer in a second ,, 
bbati te, obtain the necessaiy sounding#- for conduct-,, 
ing Aiiie Aip, to the anchorag^ tend lay doi^na « 







VOtAXlE 


Inio^ in tlte proper berth. Fiudiug the liarb^iir 
extrenie! y ooiiveiiiniit one for our^^nrpose, we #ork<^| 
the fihip in, iimi at futir km. anchored, in thirteen 
ilithonK, hwt afijr.'vvViruH ftliifted out to. eight cell ou ■ 
.a b^vitoia of s(jfi mml Almost the i.riomeht of^ 


our. drop ping tlnj. ariiduiv, tolur searii'An of fche“. 
Fury, departed thi^ [do; iaah-jtl for several months 'f, 
.been ailcit'ed Avith a Bcroluious' dosojder, an'd had 
been gradually Binhn)g for some 
- ' tdie fuiierai of tia^, deciMSCM'i took plaee after Divine ■ 
serAoc* lui'J bean p(oibrniod oit Uto 2Stb : the bod}' 
•'l>6ing fo'liowcd to li)e j.mmv*-. i'V a "prorf^ssjon of all 
the oilicer.-, seameai, find maj'i'ne- of iK’-tit .s)ji|>s, ai}d 


eycrv Bojoaoity’' oti whitt'j ilic 0''ie!isi(>u do- 

ananded. Dih grave, i.s sitaaied near the bf.arh ciobe 
to tiie ^anchorage, ;ind a l^nard was plra/cd 4t the 
head 'as. a substiti«t(? fos; a toiulvjone, LaAiiig; on it a 
hopper-plab-j wilb the usual iiis^eiption. 

This (I'iii v being' })crfonned,, we iininediatcly C(?m- 
menced Jandiug' tlie rasks aTid filling watciy; but 
rirttvob.hsn-ueihfg the/ huge sLreau'n which, e. sliort 
true (ail'-n’o; teui b»*cij rujining into the iiaibocr/vva'i 
<iO{\kt. havtdy oicoein enough for our ]>urj>os(> by 


siukiug a e/isk-Witli liob's in it. I fuivr* no dordjt 
.■flaU'. this rap'bl dissolulion e^f all I'uv snow un land 
'SO btgb as was the rtVult oJ: an rnmvjaJJy warni 
■..sueeinen This work, together witJi the entire re- 

stuwage '>f fJi tu(i lioJiIa, occupied ii\e whole of the 
g'Hh aiid dOt.h; during wliicli time Lieutenant 
Sberpr AVas hrnployed in completing the survey, of 
the liarbour, murt' eanecially the sousings, which 





A »O0I) HARBOtfR 


of ice bad before |.»j'e''er.! 


TbbrSe 


. fit^ngemeotiri bad just been •..orijdoted wlion t;!'.- 
;. ilortb:»ebsfcOTl.y wind i.licd .'>waj. and wub succeed imI 
don • the fnornirig of die dl.-.i !,>y a ugiu <m' from tie* 
• Dortb-’wes'L As ;;oon a-.? we iiad sent. t(> a8'\'i'ta;:: 
,tbat the soli was .‘ioar '>(' jee on the oulsine,. iiiul rha.' 
\'fbe breezv*. Idew' iii l.be iiarbour wa.- tiie triie 


one, M^e w'eighed and stood out, and before noon bad 
deared the aho-ds at tlx; entrance. 


'NeiH’s, Harbour, the oisiy one on this eastern 
coast of Prince Rcgcmt/s Inlet, ex<-.ept Port Povven, 
to which it is fcr supciior, soirnsponds witJi one of 
the aiij-Jiirent openings seen at a, distance iu 1^19, 
and trunked on the cliart of tiiaf 'o-v'cere as a ‘'vriije}' 
or bay”. We found it not merely a coo'.enient 
place of sbclt.-r i>nt a must excellent liarboui, with 
suffieieu! space for a great number of ships, and 
holding-grmiiid of the Itest qua] by, consisting of a 
ttenaciuas mud of .) greenish coio.ir, in which the 
ilukes (d an ;inciior iiV'' entir-dy citd-eddeil. gre'St 
deal of the anchoring ground enli’olj laud locked, 
and some shoal poiats wiucii .ii. i-row the entrance-' 
wouJii serve to break off uny heavy sea from the. 
ujistward. , The depth of water in most riarts-is-. 
greater than could be wished, fmt se\'cral good 
berths arc pointed out in the riccoinpaj.iying survey 
uusde by Lieutenant, Bherci-. I.’ln? beaefi on the 
side b a tine bold one, with four fatho.ms Within 
tsyenty yards of low water mail:, and consist^ of| 
small pebbles of limestone. The fomiation ol^e 
rocks about th| harbour is so siu^lar to that. of Poft 



■■- ; ■' ■FARin?¥-iaHj^^'^vc#i6ife;fc 

i&oweii, that no deacriptioD ,of them is necessa^/ ' 
?The harbour may best in' tuown i)y its 
tiie very rernaikauje flat-topped hill eight fllwes 
■ wnth of it,. ■W'hieh 1 have named after Ljsutepant, 

' feherer who observed its latitnd'',; by the high ciiffe' ■ 
' oa the south side of the entrance, and the compara-, 
live Jow Jaud on the nort.tj, 'fliii high land is the;;;, 
morci peculiar, as eonsisting of that '.cj^y regut^v 
horizontal stratification appearing to be supported 
liy buttresses, winch ebaraep rizcs :i large portion of 
ihiii- western shoix) of Prince Regent’s Inlet, but il 
; ijot.'seeu on any part of this coast so well marked aS ' 
'here. Tt irj a r<‘(imrkabie circuirstancc, and such ag,; 
t beli.'Vc, very raiely occirs, that from the point ctf • 
this Jrrul fnauing ti.ic enlnince of Uk- harbour to tlie 
southward, anii wiiei ' tlie cliif:; lise at orh^e to a 
pei'peudicular height of n <^ Jo.ss tbau five or six : 
. hundred feet, a shoal sti'c^^s oil' to the distance of 
one-third of a mile, having from three to eight 
fathoms n]>on it. I have, reason to think, indeed, 
that there is not more than from ten to fouitoeh 
fythonis anywhere across between , f his and the loyr 
point on the othet side, thus forniin.g n sort of bap, 
tijough the de.ptl) of water is much miue than suffi- ^ 
dent for any ship to pass over. I'he latitude 'o£„, 
Keill’s Harbour is 73" 09' OH"; the longitude I'y , 
chronoipeters 8.9' 01' 20" -8^ the dip of the raagnetie 
hbedl© 88° 08'‘25, and the variation 1 1 8° 48' wepterly:/ > 
. I have been thus pai-ticular in liescribing 
Havbpur, l^Bcause I am of opboion ^afc at no f ; 
diaftmt period the whalers may it of seif^ic^ 





; The western eoast of Bafla^& ihty ‘Ao'.v av, al>uBiht7>t 
■*^ii«hfay, will'] irobably’,-li^kl! 'roost t thvr.^ h/i! iii a few 
jeiua,- fi7c tlift w hallos will nisvay-' in i!it comsc of 
itimc leave fi place where tUey couLiiioe year after 
be itioh^ted. In' thar. case, Prince H<;gen.t’s 
lijJofc wiU' i&donbted!}' bceoiiicdi rt'ndexvons for our 
’'■ships, as ’well On accouJit 'd' the luircei-eus fish, there, 
■’a-8 the facility witli M’hich any Hhiji. having once 
Crossed the ic.e iti Badin’s Ifiy, is sure to Kiach it 
duritJg i!k; njoiiths -of July and August. We satv 
nine, or tcu black whales the evcniiig of our arrival 
in Neill's liarhour, these, like most observed, here- 
abou.'s, and J believe ^)n tin '.ve -revn roast of Baffln'sj 
Jfay ■ gencraily,- were i'.oiacwh.ir bfdow tin; iiiid^le' 
SIKC. 


T'ihitihg Uh \vh,,,i rrt north-west in Prince Edward's 
■Inlet, wc were barely able to lie along the eastern 
coast, As tiie ia-co/.e IVeshened in the course of the 
day, a grcn^i dual cf loose ice in extensive streamts 
and yatelies eame drifting down from the Leopold'. 
Islands, c... u,- .si me trouble in picking out 

way to thi; uortlrwa.;>,i. iv>7 i-.arryiug a. press of sail, 
.■•Iiowovcr, ■■■VC 'Wrre ojicLIco, low-at-'ls I'lif.dit, to get 
.’into clearer wef-er, iuid by four a.m. on the Ist of' 
P-'.ptt.mdr'r, haviu,g lieat to windward of a, compact 
body oi i»\^ which had iixed, llself on the lee s'liore, 
ribout (iaj)o York, -we soon into a (■crfex;fcly 

Wpen sea. in Tf’.rrnwA Ktrai'i, a.nd vv'ero Gnabi<*,U to 
hear iiway to the c:ist.war<L V\’t now ervnsidered 
oursftL es fort.unatq in. having got out of the harhoiir 
’ when we did, as the itse would probaidy have filled 



Met on tliafc skore ia-ft fe#:iioixra wk;; 

■__;ikfti,.ii' ' ■ ■ ' 

* The wind heading us from the eastwai'd on, the 
2nd, with fog and wet weather, oWiged uS to 
across the Sound, in doing \vliii:}i we had OccasioMPf' 
to remark the more than usual number' of icebergs 
i .lyhs-t occurred in this place, which was abreast of Z, 
IZ'Kavy Board Inlet.. Many of these were large and ; 
I of the long flat kind, which appear to .me to be;. 
,, peculiar to the western coast of Baffin Zs Bhy. 1 hare 
i. ho doubt that this more than usual quantity, of ice- : 
bergs in Sir James Lancaster’s Sound Was to be^jj 
attributed to the extraordinary prevalence and;' 
steength of the easterly winds during tins summer, 
which would drive them from the eastern parts of- 
Baffin’s Bay. They now occurred ifi the pifeportion 
of at least four for one that we had ever before 
obseiwed here. , 

Being again favoured with a fair tvhid, we now 
Stretched to the eastw(u-<i, stiil in an open sea; and 
our curiositj' was pa,)-tic,u!arly picited to see the 
present situjitiun of the ice in the middle of Balfin’s 
Bay, and to compare it with that in 18‘34, This 
■ comparison vre were enabled to make the more fairly,, 
because the season at which we might expect tO: 
come to it Coincided, within three or four days, with 
,. that in which we left it the pre<>ediug year. The 
/ temperature of the si!a-watcr now increased to 38°, 
soon after leaving the Sound, where it had generally ; 
been froin 33° to whereas at the same season 
la8| yea.r it rose no higher tha,n 3^° anywhere in the., 



jei^^itted'- eveni-de'.'higb.' as’^a* ,.' 
’>ont^ fof a ■'very short .time, ;Thia 'feircumstajo^ 
ae^mfed ) tilt indicate the total ^ence of ice from 
ijj^se paiia of the sea which had last autumn been 
wtitblly covered by it Accordingly, on the 5 th, 
beidg thirty miles beyond the spot in which .we had 
before contended with numerou.s difficulties from 
ice, not a piece was to be seen, except one or two 
solitary bergs; and it was not till the following day, 
in latitude 72'’ 45*. and longitude 64° 44', or about 
one huiidEed:;ftnd twenty-seven miles to the eastward 
of where we made our escape on the t)th of Septem- 
ber, 1824, that wc fe’l in with a body of ice so loose ’ 
mid open as scarcely to oblige u.s to alter- our course 
for it. At three P.M. oa the 7th, being in latitude 72“ 
30', and longit ude 60° 05', and having, in the course 
of'eighty miles that we had run through it, only 
made a single tack, we came to the margin of the 
ice, and got into an open sea on its eastern side. 

In the whole coarse of this distance the ice wa.s so 


much spread, that it would not, if at' ail closely 
“packed’’, Jiave occii|>ied oue-tlrird of the same space. • 
There were at this time thirty-nine bergs in .sight, 
and some of them certainly not less than. 
-hundred feet in height. 

Tho’ narrowness and ojronness of the ice at thia 
season, betVeen the parallels of 73° and 74°, wbfen 
Oompared wiljh its extent and closeness about the ‘ 
sam3 time the preceding year, was a decided confir- ' 
mation, if any were wanting, that the femmer .'of 
:|l^4 WM extremely unfavourable fpr penetrating tp 



COUM-liot' Of . 

li^ture, till, oft tfie' 8th, Ifeiag in latitutie H&p 
’lohgitnde 60" 30', and close to the margin of the i^, 
iwe fell in witli the jilfred, J^Llison, umlJElizah^tl^ 
whalers of Hull, all riximiug ..to the nortffvvdrd, ev^ 
at this season, to look foi- whales. From tbetn.#e 
feamed that the Ellison was one of the two. ships, 
we saw, when beset in the “pack” on the 18th 
1824} and that they were tlien, as we had conjee^ 
tured, on tHeir return from the northward, in con-' 
.sequence of having failed in effe.cting a passage t<^; 
the. westwa.rd. The master oftthe. Ellison iuforiued 
tis that, after cdnthitiing theii' course along the 
margin of the ice to the southward, they at legglh . 
passed through it to the western Mnd without any 
difficulty, in the latitude of 68° to 6.9°. Many. other 
i^ps had also crossed about the same parallels, «rv:en.' 
in three or hmr days; but none, it seemed, ha#- 
Bucceeded in doing so, as tisual, to the north’sr'p.rd, 
Thu8.it. plainly appeared (and I need not hesitate to 
confess that to me the information was satisfaetbry) 
that t)ur bad success in pushing across the ice in. 
Baffin’s Bay in 1824, had been caused by circum- 
staftces neither to be foreseen nor control]^ } . 
t«U»ely, by a particular position of the ic.e, whidh; 
ajceoftling to the best information 1 Itave been abl^!.; 
to collect, has never b«ffire occarre*! during the only 
six years that it has been customary for the whaJtefe 
to Cross tidis ice at all, and which, therefori^ 
probal)ilit)% will seldom occur again, ;> ; . ; , . y" '' I 


wl^ 'kow^H ordifl^^^ t6 the aiirtbjiratd^' * 

'Ih^cotapifetive coldness of the season indicated by 
oqr " metebpological observations jnay perhaps, bo 
‘i»gn8idere<l Buliiciciit to furiiish it. For as t;h<;. 
anniiid c|Baring of the northern parts oi' .Hathu’s- 
l^y depends entirely on the time of the disniptiou. 
of the ice, and the rate .at winch it is afterwards 
drifted to the southward the excess of iiortheiJy 
winds, any <iircumstance tending to retain it in tiie 
hays and islets to a later pei-iod than usual, and 
subsequently to hold it together i.n large floes, 
whjeh drive more , slowly than snniiier noasi^s, 
would undoubtedly jn-edme the eil’ect in question^ 
There is, at ail ex cuts, o.nv useful praetiiaii inference 
to'be drawn from xvhat has i>ecn stated, which is that, - 
tllough' periuips in a considemblc rnajoritv of years 
a northoiaj latitude may prove the most favou'rable 
for crossing in, yet seasons wdll f’.ora<?time3 intervene 
in which it will be a matter of groat uiuicrtainty 
whereabouts to make the. aitdnpt with the bfet.,; 
hope of success. 

, Ay the wdialiug .ship.s were not homeward bound, 
■having as yet lia.<l .indiii'ej'c.nt sin^cess in the fi9ht::ry, 
.'T'did not enusider it neci.-Msarv fosend desp-atchUs by 
-them. Alter att Itour’s communication with thetUiO 
and olUainitig such informatioji of a public natuteiM 
could not fail to be highly interesting to ns, 
iiaade sail to the soutii wal’d: wdiiie we observed''' 
i.^ein'. !yiug-b> for some time after, probably to hon- 
'reapeeting .the unwefcomo |^OTmation vith, 






i*'w« bad fumifihcd tVn^as to;the ^b?des, iwt" 
ime of wbiclr, by some extraordinary chsnc.e, we bSs^ 
since leaving NeiU's Harbour. As this dreum- 
‘■j^taiice •'.vas rutirely new to us it seems not unlikely 
'Biat the whalt.s are already begijmiiig to shift their-- 
ground, iu eonsequence of the iu<u-easPti attacks 
' which have 'been made upon them of late years, in: 

that neighbourhood. ./ ;; .’d 

' On, tiie H»th we had an easterly wnd, wb^jh^ 
j'. gradually fresiicoing to a g’ale, drew up the StrijhfcJ, 
'’''■from tin.’ southward, ;-ud blew strong for_^t-wenty- 
iv four hours from tliat qu-u ter. In the tho! 

flight, and wiiile lying- to unde'*’ the siorinr ,s®g\, an 
icabcrg ■ft'as disc(.ive)'e<i, lyy its .\ li3te appcffehe-fpicse, 
f. 'tender our lee. The inaiu -tops.-i iJ h<-iiig llirown aJack 
B “we were enabled to drop clear of this immense body, 

, which would have beem a dangtirou.-. Jieighbch<r in_a 
he8.vy seaway. The wind moderated on tho-i'lth, 
but on the f(.)l]owiiig day luiother gale , came oh, 
wliieh for nine- or te-u iiouns blew' iu most’ Trcmeh^l 
d,pas gus’ls from the same quarter, and ra: 
heavy .se.a. We happily cimic near no, iee^ 
i^'thc night, or it would seareely have been possible to» 
keep the ship clear of it. It rden ted after da^l%hii; 
on the 13th, but continued to blow hh 
* gate for twelve hours kcigcr. It was ifinarkabld, 
that the w'eather w'as extremely cleat ovorhe.a4v 
during the whole of this last gale,; which is .vtr^ 
unusual hei* with a southerly wind. ...Tleirjg&vottwfd ■ 
with a northerly breeze on the 16th, vve be^a tdj 
rnak*^ some way to the aouthwaid: From nin e A.W, 





,^/;C)Ii.c-#*'l4 a-.;Cl3iaD<>'e of 'ieraperature 'ip tlie f<«^a \va.t*j.i: 

plat^'^oroi 37" to 33\ This circumsta7>ee sot'aihyi 
Ip' %dicit|, approaoh to bome i< e prui*‘f‘tiBg to 
^O.^pajsti^^id beyond th*. btraiglit and i\;gular nimv 
"pacik”, which Was at this time not in 
f?lght '^TTio indication proved correct and useful; 
fdr after pasidng several loose pieces of i(‘o during 
'the pigiit, on the moniin:.- ol the ir>tb,, jusu at day- 
llbi^Ai^we'Canic to a coia^idenible body uf it, Uirouuli 
%\Tdiich 'We 'contiiiito:; to run to the s<nit.h\vard. We 
were now in latilieh! d8 oOd and in h»ngitude 58' 
■727^5 'W'hieji siMj.'uii.'O a, grent m-osy derys were in ' 
slight -dind ap['fOU'utly aground, fan thixmgk, 

thi^.iee, which was very lieavj. but,, t'^c/sc' and ’mtteb. 

, broken up> the wliole day: wheai Jjaving sailed fifty- - 
' throe luiles s^SJd, and appearunc'*s being the same as ' 
hauled to tln^ i;.s.k., lo endeavour tcoget 
clear before dark, whicli we wcjc just enabled to 
a^er a run of Llurty iniles in that directito, 

' 'irid then bore up to the Boutlowonal. After this we 
one iceberg and oj\o inaivy loose piexe pne- . 
'^viotis to orit ciioiving Davis’s Strait , , v ^4“' 

4b,:/Drt:,t}fe'«3 7th at noon wc had jrisscd to the soU^*- 
y.^^ard oftl.H* Arc! Ir, Ci?'cle,and from tins latitude to thak , 
y-'g&^?iboat 58^ we had favn.nirabie wiinls and weather;^ 
l^^fbilt we renjarkcu on thistason several other occasionsv- 
„^j3unng U:ii. season, that a nort:herlv brcf^ze, coufi|tii:y 
" to"- ordinar) observation; brouglit more inoistnre 
witbylt than any other. In tljo course of this i^ 

0 '^wc also observed more drift- wood than ave had eveiy. 


dcaio ’before, which 1 thought ^ijpght possibly 

W) ■ £ ' '■ -. 4 . -■ 



biriflig to' the very great prevalence oi 

seasoxi dxiving it further fi-om the coast«0\.; 
'idreenlaiXil than usual. Wc saw v’-ery large flbeks of . 
kittiwakes, ‘voTne of the whales culled finners, aad,«s. 
we supposed, a few also of the bla(5k kind, to<^ethep’‘. 
' with multi tud 

‘ the morning of the 24th, notwith8t(itidiiig ‘;thi(| 
contihuanoe of a favourable breeze, wc met, ift th®', 
latitude of 58-^°, so Ixeavy a swell from the nolitii-' 5 
- .eastward as to make the ship laljoar violently for 
fonr-aud-tvvoiity liours. The northerly wind then 
dying away w'as .sueceeded by a iiglit air from the*. 
0 astwa.rd with constaiit rain. A calm then follbived 
for several liours, causing the ship to rr)li hewvily iu,, 
the hollow of the sea. On the morning of the 2/)bh 
we had again an easterly wind, which, in a lew, 
hours reduced us to the close-reefed top-sails and • 
reefed courses. At eight p..u. it freshened 'tp a' 
gale, wdiich brouglit ns under the main-topsail and 
storm-st'iy.sails, and at seven the foUd'wing mothin^',' 
it incrc:i..sed to a gale of such tiokhce from N.'B.b.ii, 
a.s does not very often oeeui* at sea In theiie latitttd^i. : 
The gusts w'ero at times so trerneiidouB .a.s to set the ■ 
sea quite in a foam, and threatened to tear the sails!, 
out of the bolt-ropes. It abated u little for fohr'* 
hours in the evening, but from ciin’ p.m. till twm the 
following morning bJeVl" with a.s great violence as 
before, with a high sea, and very heavy rain;. edit-'"' 
stituting altogether .*tB indement weather as can 'widly 
.be conceived for about, eighteen hours, - .The' 
f fudittally diew to the westward, with djy 




^ ^ it' Six A.M;‘''We/:S 

up tod riin to the (jastward ,, ■■ 

;ii!^tii;«;ipfroQg_gaIe aTTJ.vv, ^ , 

•!j3ie iudieatif*uiH of tlie t>an)tnett‘V previous W aiid 
tiuriBgdi&j^* gale doHorve to be iioticeu, becaueo it is 
■^i 7 "l%dt Capo Fiiviiwell tli.it., in cuniing, from the 
noiilhward down Davie’s Strait, iuis iuntriimoiit. ■ 

• jwigiaa to apeak a language whicli liat. ever been in- 

• teiiigible to us us u. ivcufher-ijLuss, As it i?. also eertaiii 
that a“stoini spirit" I'csidc-s iu the neigh b-'Mi’hoou 
of this headland, nO' lees tu;in in that .jf move iunieil 
ones to the south,' it may become a matter of bo 
ainall praotii’.al utsiity for ships piassing it, especially 
in the autumn, to attend to the oscillations of the mer- 

‘ ciirkl ftoluinri. ' It is with t-his impression alone that 
' I have detaired the otherwise nniiiterefiting circuro- : 
stances of tlio inclement weatlua* we now ex}>eriouced 
here, and which' was accompanied by the foUowipg . 
indications of the barometer. Cn the 24,th, notwith..^ ■' 
standing the clnuige of wind from north to' east, the 
moveury rose from 2y-51 on that morning,, to 29'?2;b 
at three Ji.M. the following day, but fell to 29*39 by;.^ 
'i .uitie .n.M, with the strong but frbt violent breeze ': 
kthen Idowing. Afl.er this it continued' to desceii^l 
b. v6ty. graouiilly, and had reached 28’B t, which wa^i| 
ifcs minimum, at three i-.M. on the 26th, after 
it continued to blow tremcn<loii.sly bard for eieTei^ 

” pr. twelve houns, the mercury uniformly 
slowly ascending to 28-95 during that interva^Mf. 
iifierwards'to 29*73 as the weadier became, ^CKk' 


' and fine ia the cotuaanof the tl|fee .fplb>win 
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■TOTilO votiaisirr; '’ ;'V 

^ After this .g*a]e tho atoosphere kerned to be 
quite cl car<"d, and cajoyr’l a, week of snch re- , 
;'3f^Bl*k;abIy fine weatlior as soldoiii occurs ^ at this-. 
'9|as.oi{ of the yea,r. AVe. had tlieu a succession .of - 
; strong southci*!}' winds, l)nl; were enabled to continue^ , 
progre.sH to ihe eastward, so as to inak^’'jVloul/I 
liead, towards tfio north-west end of the Orkney "' 
.Inlands, at dayliglit on t.lie lOtJi of ()cUd)er; and the 
wind becoming more w-'^stovlv wc r<»unded JSorth 
Bonaldsha island at no<>n, and tiien sliapcd a course 
fhr Buchaness. 

In numing down ]>avit>’s Strait, as well as in 
crossing the Atlruitic, we saw on. this jr^ssage as well 
as in all our former autumnn,] ones, ji g<.)od deal of 
the Auiora Borealis. It first bega,u to display itself 
on the 15th of Sejihrmbcr, aJ)out tho jalitude 
appeal ing in the (tru(‘) south-east guarU-r as a brigiit 
luminous patch live f.c sn. <legrevK al)o\'e the horizon, 
almost stationary feu two or three liours together, 
but frequently altering its inlonsity, and occasionally 
j^endiog up ^ ivid streiimcrs towards the zenith. It 
appeared iu the same mantjer on several subsequent, 
nights in llic south-west, west; and ea.d' quarters of 
tiic heavens; and on the; -•joih a lingbt arcji of it 
passed across 1h ' z(mith Irom s. n. to n:w., appearing 
to be very close to the ship, and afibrding so strong 
a light as to throw the sliadow of objecti on the 
deck. The next brilliant display, however^ of this^ 
beautiful phenomenon v hich wc now witnessed, and 
which far surpassed anything of the kind obserwd 
’'at Port Bowen, occurred on the night of the ^24th 




lumber, in latitude 58-Fr^un-^t^d^ -44^ . - ^ 

&st appcfiTed in a (true) cast ^direction, in 
i^Was^g! like luminous clojid.8 of yello’W'. or suIpBur- 
: coloured liglit, about three degx'ees above the lyjrixon. 
'*When thie appearance had continued for about an 
houiC^ began at nine r.M. to spread, upwarfls, and 
gradually extended Usedt into a narrow band of 
light passing through the zenilb and again down 
yrards to the western horizon. Soon after. ^ this the ?. 
etreams of light setuned no longer to emaliato fromv 
the eastward, but from a fixed point about Pnb 
degree aWve the liorizou on a true west bearing. 
From this point, a% from the narrow point of a fml- 
nel, streams of light, resembling brightly illumin- 
ated vapour or smoke, appeared to bt'. incessantly 
issuing, increasing in breadth as they proceeded, 
and darting with ineoneeivabie veloeicy, such as the 
©ye could sc,arccly keep pace with, upwards towards, 
the zenith, aud in the same easterly direction whi(*^ 
the former arch had taken. The sky immediately 
under the spot from which the light issued appeared, 
by a deception very common in^ this phenomeuon, to 
’be covered with a dark cluu.i, whose outline^ 
itttagiuation might at tiines (auivert into that of the 
j^Ummit of a ifibuntain, from which tk© light protjheded , 
like the flames of a volcano. Ihe etreams of light- 
' 'aa thay Vere projected upwards did not consist 
cbhtinubhs vertical columns’ or streamers, but almost 
' entirely of separate, though ©(.distantly renewed 
ma^es, which seemed to 'roU,; themselves laterally: 
■;* onward with a sort of undulating motion, constitut- 


''itoko' VoiTAoS. .■■';■ 

understood to be meant by that raodifl 
. cation of the Aurora called tlie " merry dtuicers’^ 
'■■which is seen i:i beantifal p{Tfcr-t">n at the SlietJaud 
.■'Isianda. 'I’h 0 g(;?iera! coloui of t!;i' \v as mellow, 

l^t- an cu-ange aud a grci'jiish tuigo wm-e a|;;limes^ 

• yhry distinctly ■pereeptibh', the intensity of tlie light' 
':aod cokuirs being ;ii\eays tlte great. c,st when occupy- 
ing the smallest space. Thus the lateral margins 
of the band nr are.h jiee.inod at tinics to r(.*]i them- 
selves inwards su os ic e:;.'!! ol!)i .and 

in this case the light just at tin <. dg'- ' b( .-ainii 
; much more vivid than tin; n-.s!.. Tte in i'.cnsii.y' 

‘ of light during the bi-gbicst part of !,ik; pheno- 
menon) which continued tlsroc- qnarters (d an lour,' 
could scarcely oc ini’erior t/' that ai' the. moon when 
full 

Wq ouce raor'e reuiarto d in c.roHsitig tlto Atlantic- 
that the Ainvaa often gave, a great '“flleai of ligiifc at 
night, even whop the sky w-as eiiiircly '.w .••■'..■ist, fu;id 
it wais (ill that account ini|;as,sibie- to say tVom what 
part f)f i-lie heavt'u.s tiie. light ]itocce<led, though it* 
V'as oii.tn. fully ccjuaj to t'lai: atiorded iy the moon 
•in her quafiors. This was rcndia’ed ] l.■u■ti(:u]arly 
litriking oji Ui,; ibgbt. of the 5tli of (letolier, in con- 
■Serjitcjice oi liii; b’equcjit and almost insto-ntaneoua 
chfUige.i vvliieh vo.>''< place in this way, th^, weather 
h'cing ratia r dark suid gh'oniy, but the sky at times ■ 
BO in'igbtly illuminated^ idtnosi in im instant, atH.,:to, 
give quite a>'.^ina< h light uh the full moon sintila^ly 
clouded, and eruuding one distinctly to reengniKC 
|X'.r.song from one end of the ship to the other, 



.did lipjfc.ou afiy due oc<;as5ou percaive tlio compasses 
, to V-c alfecttjd by tbo Aurora BoronliB, 

. tAs wh aputoaclicvi Orkneys, 1 domaiidcrl tVon.; 
tlw o^teers. in compHance with my iristroc.tions fioiii 
,ruy Lords OommissioDers of tlio ArltniniUy. ail tijo 
iag4 pihliuiB, dravviiiiir,:, and (•.itarte wiiif -i had been 
j'Saade during the voyage. Afler roiuiding the north 
.phd'of the Orkneys on the loth of October, we were 
'.‘,'pn the 12th met by a Bi.rotig soulltcriy wind when 
- off Pet< J'head. I, theichvre, bviinediately lamied 
(for the sticond tinKri at tinu [mn-c.; and, Bctfing >>1'' 
■uritbout df'Jay for immion, arrived at tiie A.iJriiiriii-’y 
on i]ie If) til. 


Notwithsfan'iiiig tlie ill ciniCf'ss vvlncl,; had 
tended ovir late efforts, it may iu some degvde be 
imagiuod v/hat gratilication i experienced at this 
tiine bi Beeiiig the wieile uf Iho Hcr.la’a crew, and 
also ihe'Sc of the (yviUi tlie tn'o (exceptions 

already nK'Oi.i.med), return Iu tlu'i)- native cor.mry 
in as good l;‘;!!!tii as "ben !!i'y kdt it eighteen 
mont.iiK beiore. The JJt'rl.i aa’cived c.t dlicerviess on 
t!,)e 20(.u of October, \d>ere .she " (ietained for a 
iow. dftv.s for the jmrpose of fUjitain ! 1.. ippner, bis 
oflicers, and shsph eonrpaiiy la'ing stiii. upon their 
trial (aecunling fco tbio eii.sloniary aii'l i!i.usf''''ri.s;!.ble 
rnio in sueh e'lse:;) fs'- K.is;.'. of t.]i.' e'/. ng when, 
" it is siaifeely noi’csRisy- to add, t!ii.\ roavved an 
..-'■ honourable .aojuittal. The IlrcJ'i iheva iirocccdcd to 
! , AVoolwicb, a.ml was jjaid oil' (m.> t!(e 21st of 
' Koyeraber. 



-i^OUNT OF THE, ESQUIMA?^^.^-. 

, ' OF . 

MKIiVUitB PENINSULA AN1> THE ADJOINING i 
ISLANDS, 

More particidarly of Winter Island awl Igloolik. 

, . The number of imlividuals composing the tribe. 
Esquimaux assembled at Winter Island and 
igloolik was two hundred and ninetri'u, oi" whom 
i sixty-nine were men, seventy e. and 

'Seventy-three children. Twt.' oi: lii-’ n.’cn. 

from their appear/mce and inJirmities, us well as 
dfroiH the age of their children, must have been near 
seventy; the re..st were from tw(mty to about fifty. 
The majority of the women were comparatively 
young, or from tv only to live-and -thirty, and three 
or four only se.e.ined to have, reached sixty. Of- 
the children, :d)out one-third were undci- four years 
old, and the rest from that age upwaids to sixteea^ 
or seventeen. Out of one hundred and fifty -five 
individuals who passed the winter at Igloolik, we 
knew of eightceri death.s and of only nine births. 

The sbature of these people is much l>elow pf 
Europeans in generah One man, who was unusuidiy 
' tall, measured five feet ten inches, and the shorted' 
was only four feet eleven inches and a half. . Of 
I 'twenty individuals of each sex measured at 
range was;- — ■ 




ini " ., .. 

Tli0f|^jeitage haght, 5 ft. 5|» in. 

From, 5 ft. 3 J in. to 4 ft. 8f in. ; ' 

The jivaage height, 5 ft. ^ in. 

Ih^women, however, generally appear sdiortcr 
fchan'*S^y really are, botii from the unwieldy nature 
^ of their clothes, and from a habit, which they early 
ac{juire, of stooping considerably forw^d in order tx) 
balance the weight of the child they carry in their 
hood. « 


In their figure they are rather well-formed than 
Otherwise. Their knees are indeed rather large in 
proportion, but their legs are straight, and the hands 
and feet, in both se.xes, remarkably small. The 
younger individuals were all plump, but none of 
them Corpuleflit; the women inclined the most to 
this last e.xtreme, and . their flesh was, even in 
the youngest individuals, quite loose and without 
firmness. 

I’heir faces are generally round and full, eyes 
small and black, nose also small and stink far in 
between the cheek bones, but not mindi flattened.' 
It is remarkable that oue man, Te-it, his brother, 
his vidfe, and two d.augliters, had good liomau noses, 
and one of the latter was an extremely pretty yonng 
woman. Their teeth are short, thick, and close, 
generally* regular, and in the young persons almost; 
always iwhite. The elderly women were still well 
;fumi%ed in. this way, though their teeth were usually 
a good deal worn down, probably by the habit q| 
dhewing the seal-rfdufl for making boots. ^ 





' yOTng of both soxes the corupleiiSdii ia 

aii^ traiiapareii!. aii(h ttic ^k3a smooth.. ■ .The coloVii' 
of ^h« latter, V'heu divested of oil and dilrfcf is seai’d^y ,i 
«i.;sd 3 ad.o darker lUaii that of a deep brunette, so fhat: 
■the blood is phaiiil}’ peveoptible when it mounts into-., 
the cheeks. In tlie old folks,- -whose faces wm 
'much wrinkh- IIk; skii, appears of a much jiiorr 
dingy hue, the dirt, liciog lo.s.s e.osHy, and tlierefore 
less frecjueutty. dialodiffd, from them. Bcsid<‘.s th,*- 
sinallness of their eyes, there ore two peculifiritie.s in 
this ftadavre common to almost .-dl of fluira. 'fiie. fi! -.t 


consists iti the eye not being horizonOd ns wil)! us, 
but coming Timck low.r at tlie'eud ne.\t t.he nowo' 
than at, the .•■■•ill.-!, ( ‘f I’ne aocoiKi. an ,'u‘cotmt by', 

Mr. .Mdwards wi!! be tdi eu m .-aKUher place. 

4 < i 

By whato'vor peon);;u'ii)ey, however, Lliov rVifiy ip. 
general be. di.stingui.-.iie,d, t-lie.y .-u-e i.y uo n.nvui.s jlt- 
lo.okirig ]aH)p!e; and there were among them th’reo 
nr four growri ii]) jier^oini of each sex who, when-, 
divested of tlejir skin-dreM.ses, their tattooing, and, 
above all, of their «b’'rt, ■ might have boen considered 
ple^ing-lodjing, if not handsome people, in any 
tervn in Europe, This remark applies mf>re generally 
to t.h(M*Jiildregi also, Several of whom h-id complexions 
aoariy as fair as tb;iL r)f Europeans, and whose lifitle 
bright- black eves gave a fine expression to thbif ' 
countenances. , 

I'he hair both of nudes and fenudes is bhij^, 
glossy, a,nd-'"'straiglit. Th.e men u.simfly it *- 

rather long,*' and allow it to bang about tbeir^hc^,, 
in ‘a looso and jjloyenly maimer. .A few afytiw,; 


. aiid e9p.^ally i'h09e i?hQ had beelt- 
.^jll/^t' thfeTShdtes of the. Welconie/bad it cut strajgtit „_, 
•ttpoii theforehead, and two' o? '.three liad a eirediar 
pa^li upon the mnvii of the bead, vvliere lb;; tjairr - 

■ %a8 quite whort and thirnf-ionsewhat ufter the manner 
of Capuchin friars. Tlie wunien pride thcmsulves ■ 
extremely, (.'n the JenfpJi and -thii-kncss of ibfdr 

• hair; iind it was not- wii’nmt rel-netance on their.' 
part, and the Banie ca that <.>f their 'husband-/ i.bat 
they were indueed u> of any of it. W!',e.n 

inclined to be neat tbco' separate then- locks .into. ' 
twti: parts; one of which hang.s on each Hide .of' 

■ vtheir; heads and ii. front of Uicir Hiionklersi. - .To., 
stiffen’ and" bind tlie;'-- ,1.liey use a, narrow strap of 


=deer-'skin, atl ached at one Mid to a ruund piece-of 
bone, fonricen inches long, t,a[)erc(] to a jioir.t, and 
Cohered over with leather. This i()ok.< like a little 
"wllip, -tire liandie of vvliich, .is placed iqt and down 
the iiair, and the strap wound round it in a nufirlier .: 
of sj.ural turns, making 'the' tail tba^ t^ijiiipped very 
iiinih rese.inble one of those fornier'y worn^ by^onti' 
sennun. 'I’ise strap i>f this a.rTi' li> ofdresa, 'which is 
altogethi’!' <:,‘ii!r-d a, is so innde from the 

doer-skin as 1 .'> rImw, when Ixicnd round the hair. 


■' alternate turns of vrbite and da.t-k fur, wdiieh ^ve it 
' a very nea|. ami oriianientnl aj.!i'!,';i,f a,nc,o. On ordinary 
; .pet^piions it is considered slovenly no.t to hare 
..•bair thus dressed, and tlie neatest of the'womi^'' 
'bjitsver visited the sliijis \\'ithont it. Those who ttiii', 
nice dispose tberr hair into a:loose plait on * 
|:;;jiadR,:p!r have one togletega and, one plait; and others 




g '" of Cornells 

bijt woold not in this respect l^ar a compfflfi*^ 
that of an Engli6h\toman. In both se:^| 

■jJSill pf vermin, which they are in the OJiistanc ha^t. 
f pf picking oat and eating; a man and his ’W'iffi will; 
.%it for an hour together performing for each oth^ - 
tEat friendly office. The women have a comb, 
which, however, seems more intended for ornament, 

’ ,l%han use, as we seldom or never t>bserved them tomb 
■,>their hair. When a woman’s husband is ill she 
wescre her hair loose, and cuts*' it off as a sign of 
*’ itnournmg if he dies — a custom agreeing ^th that . 

of the Gn'^eulanders. ^ It is probable also, from 
f "W has been before said, that som§ opprobrium is 
attached to the loss of a woman’s hair when ho:: 
such occasion demands this sacrifice. The meii 
wear the hair on the upper lip and chin, from afi 
■ inch to an inch and a Half in length, and some were 
r distinguished by a little tuft between the chm And. : 
,,,iower lip. ’ . 

The dresses both of male and female are composed 
almost entirely of decr-skin, in which xespeOt tifey 
differ from those of most Esquimaux boford met/ 
with. In the form of the dress they vary- .,J^y ~- 
little from those so repeatedly -desci:il|ed. 
jacket, which is close, but not tigjit, all jopnaat'. 

‘ as Idw m the hips, and has sleeves reaehin^bO^^g' 
■ wtist, I# that of the women, 


i s^N0f]rter,TO^^»adM^ ppe; Wofe 
th#tihi^.^ The niett Itiaye 
: afs^ i ta^ iii tEe h£^ pui; ’^f their jacket, Hut of 
:3^?i»si6nB; before, it is generally 

sitftig^ of ornamented by a single scollop. " The 
hood of ihe jacket, which forms the only covering 
fof their head, is mufh the largest in that of 
women, for the purpose of holding a child. The 
,lmck of the jacket also bulges out. in the middle to 
give the child a footing, and a sti’fip oi- girdle below 
tide, and secured round the waist Iw two large 
wooden buttons in Iront, prevents the infant fibin 
falling through, when, the hood being in use, it is 
necessary tlius to deposit it- The sleeves of the 
women’s* jack efh are made more square and loose 
■aibout the shotilders than those of the men, for the 
eonvenience, as wo understood, of more readily de- 
positing a child in the hood; and they have a habit 
of slipping their arms out of them, and keeping 
them in contact with their bodies for the sake of 
waxipth, just as we do wttli our lingers in our gloves 
in very cold weather. 

. In winter every individual, when in the open aSr, 
Wbars two jackets, of which the outer on c {GappW-, 
has the hair outside, and 'the inner, phb; 
mext the body. Immediately on entfriag 
hut the men take oil' their outer jacket, beat th^ 
mtpyf ifrto it, and lay it by. The upper gannmat t^ 
females, besj^s being cut ac<J#ding a regulm* 
#]^2jgy^03Cm pattern, and seweid§ witli exceeding. 



mmsat&'mMxieT by a neat 

i®a 'as- to display- alternate 
fad fa fur. This is, moreover, 
bandsOTne fringt^ consistang 
^narrow tl^read8 of leather hanging 

This oroament is not aucomtnon also, iri 
'lifter jackets 6|;|jblie men. When scal-huuting 1 1 1,, 
■tf^isteu, up the tails of their jacRcts with a 

*- »«« ‘V 

' two pairs, an-Uimiiarly dis[.os^.3 as to the 
below- the Jctiee, and fasten with a string 
: -. tW ;/round the waist. Though have iittio^*. 

>:::uo Waistband, and do not come very lugih^lie ^gji. 

■ 'of the iackets, which considerably overlap them. 
.'^ry#;tW elfcctually to complete the covejrmg .c^ 

' . ^Their^ leg4 and feet are so well clothed, t^iat go 
" degree «f cold can well atfcct them, W hen a ihg 
mjston a sealing excursion, he iirst pafs on a pg 
-S deer-skiii bolts (Aimtecy^) with the haiTt^ 
• aud rejiching to the knee, where they tie. Oy| 
these come, a pair of shoes of the same miu.eiTA 
next a pair of dressed sealskin boots pe^O^ 
• water-tight;' and oyoE-aB a correspondtog ^ 

'shoes, tying j^«d the ihstop- Th^iast W 
': ^ American 

neatly crimped a^i the toes, 
serpen^e pieces df^^e- 




of tiie small -seal' )/*?«* 
whkh coiisist of the eliiii of t he Iflirgc 
itj?); tlus last is also used for then- fisliiog- 
the men are not prepared to encounter 
wear an outer boot of deer-skin witbt'%^ 
rhair ofttside, - V 

. * inner boot of the women, unlike that of the 
loose round the leg, commg as high as the 
behind, and in front carried up, by a long 
^infedflap, nearly to the Avaist, and tin re fastened 
sthd breeches The upper boot, with the hair as 
outside, corresponds with the olLet in shapO) 
e®eept that it is much moie full, especially on the 
outer side, u In^rc it bulges out so preposterously as 
to^ve* the Women the most aukwaid, bow-ltgged 
appearance imaginable This auperflmfy of boot 
has probably originated in the custom, still cominOn 
among the native women of Labrador, of carrying 
.|jhe3i children in them. We weie told that Ihes^^t 
Women Bonietimes jiut their children there to sleeip^' 
but the custom must be laie among tbeitt, all W4|. 
"hOV^r saw it praoiist d. These boots, however, form* 
thei? principal pickets, and pretty capacious cme* 
timy twre. Here, also, as in the jackets, cousiderabJe 
ls_ displayed lu the selection of ditfor^f |IMS 
ifpf Jhe deCr-i^in, alternate strips of dark and^wlitb] 
^jiaced IIP and down the sides mid 
*^py-of osnftfoent The women alio vrear a 
b'iW, 1 ^ in the wintaraim ' 
^ipiW,^iw:'Wo;''|jer8ou8 lo; fee % 00 




tke 1 

of tlie deer-a®;’iabging down a= 

, manaor very becoming to young 111 :seem*ed 

to atfoi-d so Jit tie additional warmth to peteons, 
alreadv well cloihed, that 1 ara inclined rather tck 
‘.attj'ibide iln-ir wearing it to some superstitious-, 
{'notion, 'i’he eidldren between two and eight or 
i'.ni^’ years of age had a pair of breeches and boots 
[linited in or(j, with liraces over their shoulders to . 
^ijkeep them up. Thrae, with a jae-ket like the othcm .. 
; and a pair of deer-skin niittetis, witlT which e.'i<;h 
•' individual is furnisJied, consliiut' the whole of their ' 
Children's ciothe.s are often made <)f the 
'-,8^8 of very yeting fuwuit and of the marmot, ns 


\j%ing softer than those ef the deer. 

The EMgiimaux, when tiivis equipped, may it ill 
j times bid defiance to the rigour of this inhospitftlife 
ieliinate: and nothing can exceed the comfortable 
appearance w'hich they exhibit even in the most 
inclement weather. When seen at a little distance, 

■ the white rim of their hoods, whitened still more by 
thhdbr^^tb collecting and freezing upon ib and gpu- 
tfasted with the dmk faces which they eucirde,: 
render them very grotesque objects; but whifiS the 
skin of their dtesses continues in good condition 

■ , they always look clean and wholesome. , , t ■ 

To j|;dj^ % <^e eagerness with whi<& the women 
j'cceived bur .bhads, (^' peeially small white ones, as 
,^di} as aiby other article of ^hafc kind, {We .njight, 
3upj>-)se thihn very fond.of pjrsonal ornamen|!',; -Yet 
• of all that t.hey obtained from ns in i^is tvsy j^t. 



’mmMm 



. '^wcely anythicg made ita 
‘dnri^^ our sitay tMre, except a 
f iiii; or iwo on the finger, and some brax^eleta of 
heads round, the 'rtM-ist: the latter of these was pro- 
. h.«Hx c<^®isidered a.> a chanri of sonio kind or other. 
%r; found tf'om, at the timcj of our first 

interconnst., a uuinl>er of sinall black and whit®: 
; glass beads, di.spo.sod alternately ori a string of 
^^sinew, and worn in this manner. They would also 
' sometimes hang a sinall bunch of the.se, or a button 
or two, in front of their jackets and hair; and many 
of them, in the course of xihe .second winter, c^^vered 
thO whole front of their jackets with the beads they 
I'feceived from us. 


, The most coinnion nraament of this kind, cxclu- 
■ siyely'' their oonsi.sts in .string.^ of t.coth, sort6- 

tilnes iiKUiy .hmidrcd isi numlnu', whicli are either 
attached U,> the lower jiart of the jacket, like the 
fringe before ilcscrihed, or fa:iieuial as :i belt round ;; 
the vvaist. Most of tlie.se !ee!,(). are o.f the fox arid 


wolf, but some also belong to the aiii.-ik-ox {doming^, 
of vvhieh aiuinuL though it is uever seen, 
Winttg' Island, pro<mrcd fiom the Ivsnuima^x'* 
ecvcrlS of the grindo’s and a quantity of the h^r’ 

, and skin. Tin' iH,mc.7 of thii wiij<posed 

. to he tite wolverine, constitute another of their 
ornamentil; and it is .more than probablb tliat all“ 
thes0 possess some imaginary qindities, as .specific 
' eharriia fcir various pui'po.scs.* The most extra^^i 
ctrdinary amulet, if it be one, of, this Idnd, was Jt ; 

' ’ ■ ' Kfyedo's Oi'eenjand^ . 







i-.®-" “;‘«?^^^ji"3^,r-^,«;jjj^^'' 


lligHuk a Beiouicirfcala? 

; serrated at the upper edge, au4 

.|K>Hsh^ which she wore over her bak in Ibn^.a^^l 
■;whi6h was very becoming., "Thts handsomest wiing';^ 
: .of this kind, however, was understood to be wariri^ 


i'oa the head by men, ihoUgli wc did not iearn 
'. what oc.cafiious. It consisted of a band two, iircli^; * 


rHr,.,breadih, corapose^i of sc'A’jcral strij»s 6f skin sftwny.;j 
together, alternately black- and yellow; near the, ' 
'.npper edge some hair was a'fcfully interwovenj' 'f 
'* forming with the skin a very pretty chequer-v/ork: ’ 
?. along the lower edge were suspended more, than f, ' 
j.*%nndred small teeth, jirinc'ipally of the doer, nea'^ly 
' fastened by small double tags of sinew, and'fonuiug. ",. 


. a 'Vpry approiubite iViiigc. . ' :••■ ; 

Among their personal ornaments must also be . ' 
reckoned that nnade of marking the body called,.; , 
.ytettdoing, which, of the le.istorns uot-essentiai to the, 

; comfort or h!t;[)]iine.s,s of mankind, is ^)crba|>H the y 
y. nttost extensively prai’tiscd throughout the 'Nvorld. !. 

-. ■. Among tliose people it t.eonj& to l.»e an onnimeut of ■,. 

‘ indi-spen sable impoi'tanoo to. the women, nc<fc one k£^ 
’.them being without' it. The .operation is performed ip, 
about the age of ten, or sometimes .earlier, and 
hothiug to do with marriage, except that, beilig y; 
'Cqnswlef'ed in ’the light of'-ia personal ciiarm, it mayki'Ji 
■ &efv(f tA recommend them as wives. The parts.d^^^ 
vyth^.^b^J?' thus , marked are tiigir .faces, arms, haJt|jj^.i^; 
and iii some few women the breasts, but neye;^;^^f;| 



'-'The^ 

of our gentiemen'-'tiad prae»- 
|»||i ,^i3fe anus, is vnry expcAitiously luaoaged. 
^ a neodle and thread (the latter eover^ 
?-blaok and oil) unu(?r the epidermis, ao-^ 
_ fo a pattern previous!}' markdl oat upc® 
riJthe skiH. ,^veral stitches ix-iug thus taken at 

thuTD-h is pressed up(»ii the {.lai't wiiile the thres^- 
■ is. drawn through, l,>y which means the coloaring 
njattar is retained, and a periumieiu (iye of a blue 
tiljgt^ imj)arted to the skin. A woiTKin «‘X]‘ert'at 
this business wiJI oerform .t vau'v quirk! v and with 
OToat regnlai'ity, but schloin vsit!)out drawing iilood 
ih many places, and oee,asioning some nifhauination,-- 
■Where so large a portion of tlie -ari'ace of tiie body 
, to be covered, it musk become a ]'>ainfu} as ^vell 
yl^Ous process, especially as, for want of needled , 5 
they often use a Rtri{> of wlndcbone as a sulistitutei'; 
For those parks w'here a needle cannot convenien?^. 
l^bpa^ed under the skin they use the method by 
punOture, tvhieh is eommon in other countries, aitd^ 
• by which our staimeii freijuently mark their hanM^-" 
and arms. Several' of the men were marked 
back part of their hands; and with them we und^5^* 
. stood it to be '.-onsidered as ,r soit.veuir of- somej 
ydistant ©r. decease.d person who liad pciformcd 
In their winter habitations, I Ijave lioiove 
f tioifed that the only -materials- enudoyed are 
latter being inaxle use of for the 
diPhe work is coraitoenced ’^by cilttittg;:; 

■ ' ' * Craa Vi* ^ 




,, 

atift if liard and compact 

Vi^ng. islabs, six or seven mchea thick and a^o^ , 
Jfe feet in length, and laying them «agewajs on a^: 
’level 'spoh also coveivd with snow, in a circular fon , 
vjiiid of a diameter from eight to fdteen feet^ 

i taoned to the nuinS.er <.f ' 

i., contain. Upon tliis as a. fonudation is laid a second 
tier of the same kind, but with the pieces inclining 
^little inwards, and made to fit closely to the bw . 
•. ^abs and to each other, by running a kmfe, 
iipong the under part and side-s. Ihe op o ^ 
^ler b now picpared for the rc«i >tioii of a, tlnrd 
squaring it olf smoothly with a knife, al which is 
dexterously performed 'by one man standing wi m 
'the circle and receiving flic- Wocks of -snow 
; tSiose employed in cutting them wirhout. ^^ h m 
r the wall has attained a height of four or five fetj, 
it loans so much inward as to appear as if about to 
tumble every moment ; but the workmen st^ fear- 
lessly lay their blocks of snow upon it, until it _i« 
too high any longer to furnish the materials to the 
builder in this manner. Of this he gives noticediy 
cutting a hole close to the ground in that part 
where the door is intended to be, which is near tfie 
, south side, and through this the snow is 
'■'-'.'Bias they continue till they have brought the swfes 
; "nearly to meet in a perfect and well-eoustructed 
■ dome, sometimes nine or ten feet high in the centF,^ 
■and this they take considerable care in fimshm&^y 
^tting fibe'^iast block or keystone very nicely in '4^ 
centre, dropping it into ite place from tbe put 



ttougi. it, is still done by the “man withia 
peojile outside are in tlie meantime oce.upied in 
np siHuv 'vilb the plSodlMrdy, or snow- 
sboyoi^ and in stufliing iti wedges of snow where 

boles have been accid.-ntally left. 

The builder next proceeds to let himself out by 
enlarging the pt'(.>po.scd doorway into the forih of a 
Qotliic arch llu't;c feet hiLdi, and tsvo feet, and a half 
wide at the botrom, connuunicMting with whieli t|^ 
construct two passages, each from ten to twelve met 
•long and from four to five feet in lieight, the lowest 
Whg that next tLo Imt. The roofs of these passages 
ate sometimes arched, but more generally made, flat 
by slabs laid on horizoutaily. In first digging the 
snow fo,i: btiiiding tlio hnt, tliey take it principally 
from the patt wh(‘rft the passages are to be made, 
whicli puq>osely icings the lloo)- of the latter con- 
siderably lower than that of the hut, but in no part, 
do they dig till the bare ground appears. 

The work just described completes the walls of 
a hut, if a single apartment only be required; but;,, 
if mi w'j relatioiisliip. or from any otheg;; 

’’eside under onie.rooff. 
arc made .•oinmoii Jto all, and the fn^.; 
ay^raneiit (in that ea.se luadt' smaller) forms 
of ante-ehamber, from wiiieh you go through 
arched doorway, five feet high, ijito tie? inhabi^^i^. 
apartments. When there are three of these, whij^' 
is generally the case, the whole building, witb it^; 
adjacent passages, forms a toletablv '-*o,qlar cross., ’. ? 

For the admission of light ffito trA-^bats a round 



...... ... . ,■ ■ , 

<>ti one side of the.yoof of ea^«f»ai*taseiit!,'‘ 

' a cirenfor plate of ice, tliree or four iiadies tbwik 
aiwi two feet in diameter, let into it. Tlie light 4 b 


»«oft and plea.saiit, like that transmitted through 
i^i^und glass, aud is quite suflicieut for eveiy pur- 
poae.- after some time those edifice.? hecoiae. 

-iS^onnded by drift, it is only by the windows, as 1 
before remarked, that they couitl h? i ■■ >;ogi)i;;ed 
humim habitatioi;'^ It may, perhaps, then l>e 
how singulrr is ■o^ierual appearance 
•/'i#'!higljt, when they discover iltcmscl'.’es only by n 
rj^'imtlar (Use of liyht irau- unLted tlfcoagh the wjn- 
'■’dfeifeB frcmi flic, !amp.-.< ■.'■(! hin. 

The next thii iT ‘u be duaie is to raise a ].tauk \)i’ 


hhow, two and a half feet liigli, a.il rnand the lu- 
terior of (if.-'di apartment, except on ilte side in^xt 
the door. This itauk, which is ncatiy squared oif. 


forins their beds and fireplace, tlm former oarnpying 
tin: "^kIcs, and the latter the (;n<l oppo.site the door. 


The 'passa-ge left opcjii up to the. h..q,J lec is betMa?en 
three and four f’re.t s', i<Je. I'he iieds .are arimigiHi 
by first eovming the smnv with a. (piaiuiky of snudi 
stones, over’ whieli are iaid ilieir jiaddles, tont-pol.e% 
and fimne idadcs td' wiialeliono; above these they 
place a nmrdier of little pieces of uctwork, made of 
thin slips of avJuilcbonc, and, lastly, a quantity of 
twigs of birch* and of iha Andromeda tctrwjoidi. 
Their deer-skins, which are very numerous, cun notyi 


^ HIjIe ibey naid. h .'l i>eon {Tocurod ft’otn the Routliwanl by way of 

We ritevfjr met with any of iha siime kind, in oihi^v p^rte iho 
which wo cxcopt that oiiaetred by Captate Lyon iii ihc 

'hfttteth>na of the Efiq'tiJiiaax near Five Hawaer 'Bajf* ■* \ ( 


repose, in i^ipite <ii nge^ar 
y^llf/lil.i.Tj^tfB. The ekins thue used. aa hWkets 
1^ ,¥^^,-1)1 a* large size, and bordered, like some of 
^1^^ a fringe of long iiiifr^w alip|;,of 
iu wl^h state a blanket is caEed 
X T'ho %e batengia to ea<‘h family eonssiSi^'d^d^ 
singj© Iwnp, or shallow vessel of lapi<i olle^, 
form. Jleiug the lesser segment of a cirdeo 3^' 
wiek,' cohiposed of dry moss rubbed between the; 
hands tdl it is (luite inflammable, is disposed ftloi^ 
the edge of the lamp on tlie straight side, andiki 
greater or sinalJcr qiiantity lighted, according to the 
heat required or the fuel that can be afforded. When 
the whble iengl.li of this, which is ' sometimas alwve 
eighteen inches, is kindled, it affords a most brilr 
liaut and beantiful light, witliout any perceptible 
smoke or any offciii^ivr, smell. The lamp is made 
to supply itself with oil, by . suspend ing a long iShifr 
slice of wlialc, soul, or sca-hurse blubber near thb' 
tlame, the waraitn of which causes the oil to drip 
into the vessel uiitii the wli. is extracted. Im- 
itiediately over the lamp is fixed a rude and rickety 
fl®jncwork of wood, from which their pots are sus- 
pended, and serv'iug also U) su-stain a jarge hoop.>df 
bone, having a net stretched tight within it. T]^ 
^gtrivance, called TnvUdt, is intended for the life-* 
■h^prioii of any wet things, and is usually , 

.boots, shoes, and mittens. ? ^ 

)' fifoplaoe, just , describe!^ as situated 





^'.fe^^diffeECjit ways, one 
IheTbitespondifig .bed-pUea There, 

'^ a siiialler .aud leas-pretending estJ^Hahment oi|^ 

ithei same «jodel-4ainp, ppt, net, and aU--riii 

next the door; for me apartment eome^' 
*^|iiaee contains "three families, whiefe are. always 
related, aud no married woman, ?veh 
li^'^dow without children, is without ,her , sej:arah|. 


■r iPith all the lamps lighted and the hut Mli O| 
vpebpl^ eaid dogs, a tliermometen placed on ^the not 
oVei'^.^e fire indicated a tcnip'uatUJ e ol 
' removed two or three feet Ivora this situatiou it ted 
4 to 31^ and plaml close to tbe wall stood at 23 , 
the temperature of the open iiir-at the, tirfle being 
below zero. A greater degri^e of warmth thi»^ 
‘ thfa produces extreme, iuconvouionce. by the drop* 
’ pihg from the roofs. This they cmieavonr to 00- 
'' viate'by applying u little piece ol" snow to the pl^c.e 
' from* which a drop proceeds,, and this &dher«^ « 
: for a short time an effectual remedy; hire, for several 
“/ weeks in llie spring, when the weather is. tod warm 
toi* these edifices j (iixd still too cold foi? bcijtSji tllCj 


?.r much on thid account, ^ 

* The most .pnportant, perhaps, of the domestic uten- 

' -Xs, next to the lamji already described, are t% 

' MdMks, or stone jmts for cooking. These are Jtol 
' lowed but of .solid Japia ollaris, of an oblong rorm 
wider at the .tpp tham afthc bot^m, J 

/ ainiil ar propbrtiou, though of vanous . sixei^, 


iS£^^^©-M^'■'%1^e■'^en3l61;i»•^'■M^;lastip 
SM-W«r, ii -THe' pot is >»ape»^^ l>y a* Mae. of'' 'f 
end to ’tfio .framework over. the fire;;,;;: 

Ais becomes so black on every- side, that the „ 
:pn^ih4 «pktir o£, thfe stone is in no part d^rn\ble.> - 
^ across in several ,; 

pIaces|aiJd.: S»hde<l by sewing with sinew or 
"of # 1 ^ 1 :, i*®h} or lead, so as, with the assMtance of 
a and a due proportion of dirt, ip reader- , 

“ tii^ quite water-tight. 1 may here remark tbht - 
as these |)ebple distingiush the Wager River by the : 
name Oum^ksdUh, wc were at first led to con- 
jecturtt^hat they procured their pots, or tlu, materfal 
;for making them, in that neigh l.-ourhuod ; this how- . 

; ever^ithey assured us was not the case, the whole 0 %.;. 

‘ them ftoming from Akkoolee, where the stone 
found in very high sitnation.s. One of the womqa.^ , 
i.,at Winter Island, who came from that coantiy,-8ai«fe>t 
•that her parents were much employed in making^ 
' ; these -pots, chiefly it seems 'as articles of 
‘ The asbestos, which they use in the shape of^a • 
p<iinted stick called tatko for trimming 
lanips^, is met with about Repulse Bp-y, and generally;, 
as they said, on lovv hard. ■ .* , 

, Besides the ootkooseeks, they have cmcular and;- 
' ovid vessels of wlialelxuie of various sl^es, which, m, 

. well as their ivory knives nu..de out of a walrusaj, 
tiiek iiro precisely siniilar to those described on the* 

; western ebast of B^n’s Bay in 1820. They hay^;- 
.y also a number of smaller ve.ssel3 of skis sawed npaW) 
; y tQ^ker, arid a large basket ^ the same ''i.atel^j; 


-I aider .every lamp stands a sort.'liif 
of a amtill akin ba^et 
^^'^vtbat fall^-.over. Almost every' 

^'p^seesion of a wooden tray> very mu^. 
i used to i^arry buteber’s meat in '^Engto^ 

|;'''OT nearly rbe- same diiaeusioos, whiob we tlndieEstooft 
; ^. them lo ba eo proc.urod ])y way of Noowook. They" 
l-.'ljad a iiuiuber (d the bowls or euprs, alreafly once or 
'* twice alluil(?d to as hsing made out of the tb.ick ro<vt 
of the bom of the musk-ox. Of tbe smaller part of 
' the jsfime horn they also form a coiiveriicnt drinking- 
iOjnp, sometimes turning it up artificially about ■oner 
I'k&ird from the jioiut, so as to be almo.st parallel to 
: the .other part, and cutting it .full of-. small irotehes 
; as a convenience in grasping it. T.hese, or any other 
; vess(ds for drinking, the))" i:.all • - 

Besides ivory knives, the nieu were well 
supplied with a much more !-;erviCeat'i)e kind, made 
i ».(!ld . .ealled pmma. I'heilprm of tlria knife, 

ia Very peculiar, btiifg seven Jjicl.cK long, two and 'a- 
quarter lyroad, a ui to -straight and llui, pointed at the 
end, and'ground ecinally sharp at both cilgcs; this is. 
, firmly earned into a Injindle of bone or w ood, about 
’ a fodir l<mg, by two or thtee iron rivets, and li,a.s.j,ll 
thojftppearance. of a .most destructive speurvheadf bul 
<ik,a 8 verthelt^ put to no other pur|)08e tl^;^yi^>h£; 
aywy useful knife, which the men are 
.S^ii^out, eqxicially on their sealing 
,. and several knives ■(>£ Kumpoan; 


f commiaalGsitf'® 

i^^'ptiri^f^orjes hi Hudsotfs Bay. 'tlie ^mc iiiay 
faeis^diBer^f'd of the T^cst of their ' vvotueti’s kimes 
{ 06 IOO), (Jfi tHie of wldoli, of a laifft. ; size thaia usuaJ, 
■vyto thf of “Wild and isorby''. Whea of 

their o\vii luamifnciure, tuo ouly iron part was a 
iit'tle liarrow slip let into tie’, bono and 8ecure<I by, 
liVetB. It is curious to observe in tins, arid in 
iiurneious other- instances, how exactly, aniulnt all 
the diversity of time and jihu-e, tltese ]>eoplc have 
prisserved- utialtere<! their inmunns arel habits as 
UK-.iitioned bv ( 'lairLz. 'f hal whn-h a; absurd dread 
of imiovation does in (Ihiiia, tlie waiit of inlercoarse 
with other nations hixs effectod amoii.Lf the Esquimaux:. 

Of the horn of tin muak-ox they make aho very' 
good spoons, n'iucii like ouns in shape; and 1 must 
hot omit to mcnitoii their niaiT<,>w' s]touiiS (patiehiruk, 
from pdtlWc, marrow), minlo inii. -of iong, narrow, 
hpHowcd pieces of bone, of whicii every iiouscwife 
has a bunch of Imlf a dozen or more- lied together, - 
and generally attached to her n<;cdlu'case. 

For the pnrposi, of oihain'ing tire the Esquimaus' 
use two lumps of eomi.eon ir-i,:; i'yrifci-i, from - which " 
sparks are .struck into ;t. little ieafhens case coptaih-' 
ii,!g moss well dried and rubbed between the hiUldife'i 
if -this tinder does not readily catch, a hnjj'dl quantity 
■frl the white doss of the seed of the ground ■wi}h)vs' , 
■ia.,'laid above the luotss. As soon as a spark has., 
c-anght, it is gently blown till the fire has spread , -4^: 
inch aitjund, when, the poiuicd end of » 
oiled wick bein^ applied, it soon bursts into a 


liaviog oc(3opie<tfpexlia^-t%#i^' 
f' migntes.' ‘ , ■ . • 

'^'!i^ong tbfe articles ii> their possession^ wtiich 
, must have bsen obtained by cominumcation along 
M shore with Hudson's Kay, were two large copper 
'Icettles, several open knives with crookecl wood^^ 
hapdles, and many fragments of copper, iron, 

; old files. On a small European axe was observed 
fihe^aa’ iie of “Fonier”. 

fn enumerating the articles of their food, we 
might perhaps give a list of every aiumal inhabiting 
these regions, as they certainly will at times eat any, 
one of them. Tlulr piincijwi (ieperidenec, however, 
•is on the j’eiudeer {touktoo), musk-ox. [odmingmUk) 

. (in the parts where this animal is found), whale 


{aygdu'(:k), walrus (ri-u-ck), tlie large and small seal 
{ogUke and neitivk), an.i two sorts of .salmon,' the 
eu'ce-tarbkv- {l^tdiuo alpiuvs'^) and icldubwblv. The 
latter cs taktm by hooks in frc^sh water hikc.s, and the 
former by s])eaj'ing in the hhoai water of certaifo 
inlets of tb(‘. sea. Of all the.se animals they can 
only piocure in the winter l.he. walrus and small 
seal ujion this part of Ihfj coast; and the.so at times, 
as we have seen, in scarcely sutficient quantity for 


their subsisteimc?. 

They certainly in general prefer eating their meal 
Cooked, and \\ hile they ha\'e fuel they Usually boil ■ 
it; but thi.s is a luxury and not a fiecessary to ■ them. > 
Oilya.s the nature of their principal food is, yet they i 
Commonly take an equal proportion of lean 


fat, and unless very hungry do not eat it olhertf^^ 


sel^m oir-tieVer uae in 

of tbdr ^nerd diet; and even onr bntter^^of whieb K ■ 
the^ Vere fond, they wmild not eat without a?^tte 
quantity of bretui^ Tiiey do not like salt meat as 
tveli as fresh, and never use salt themselves if hat ■ 

siiip's ])ork, or even a red herring, did not ^sae ' 
jwnias to them. Of pea-soup they would eat' as 
ranch as the sailors could aflord to give them; and 
that Word was the only one, with the exception of 
pur names, which many of them ever learued in 
' English. Among their own luxuries must he men- 
tioned a rich soup ca,lle<l fotyo, made of blond gravy, 
and water, and oatem quite hot. !ii obtaining the 
names of .sovei'al plants, we learned i hat they some- 
■ times cat the leaves of sorrel {kongohk), aud tl.-ose 
of the ground v illow ; 'r-' also the rod berrii.'S {paooiM- ■■ 
roolik) of the Vatuyiioum uligi'iiott’iin, and the root 
s of the Potenxilhi -pulvin'lk/ , but tlie.se raniiot be said ’ 
to form a part of tlieif regular diet; seurvy grass y, 

. they never oat. y 

Their only drink is v/ater; and of this, when they’d' 
can procure it,, they swallow an inconceivable' 
quantity; so that one of the principal occupatibBSi 
of the women during the winter is the thawdng ofy 
g, ;^now in the ootkoosceks for this purpose. 'They .qnf| 

/ it into thin slices, and arc caja'-ful to have it clean,^, 

• on which deeoimt they will bring it from a distdacl" 
yiyof fifty yai’ds from the huts. They have an extremb' 

: ; f,T'oolooak.j wlio was a frequent visitor at tho younc fi^entlemcn^s tnqsi-jiabl'O 
rf; bitt' board the jF'jtry, onca entioed this tast«, and no small oi,gmllsg at tb® sai^i 
"by asking alternately for a little more «ad a bwbt^a; 

made heai^y inea^ v,^‘ 



' 111 '^ting t&.rar.mea;fe line . 

we feaiily, having pi-evumsly choked tte 
fe^es a large' Jump out of the pot with her 
^kud hands it to hot hneband, who placing a part of 
it between his teeth cuts it oil with a large knife iiiv 
that 2 )i>sitioji, and then passes the knife and iBeato 
i together k) his nc.’ft neighboin’. In cutting off a- 
rahgthful of meat the linife. ^jasses so c lose to their lips, 
fhilt nothing but constant habit could ensure thes^n 
frona the danger of the most terrible gashes; and it 
'Wonld make an English motlivu: shiKkii^r ro see the 
manner in whicli<;].i](lron,fiveov si.\ years old, are at 
times freely trasted with a knile rt' be nwd in thk'ieR^jii 
/ ftTbe, length of one of the l>e.st of seven caiioes 


^ing to tliese Esquinians was twenty-five feet, 
ineluding a narrow- }K>iuted ic’.'qjection, three feet 
long at each end, vvliicii turns a lictics upwani from 
the horizontal. The exfreme which i8.J:u»]t-,‘: 

before the circular hole, was twenty- one inches, aAdJ 
the depth ten inches and a half, rhe phuie of the 
upper' surfacaj of the canoe, excc'pt in the two 
extreme jrrojection.s, trends downwards a little fromr 
the centre toward, ■= t.ije head and stern, giving it thwi 
ayipearance of what is in ghi^is called “brokeU'- 
ku-ked”. The gunwales :m5 of fir, in some inafiwie^l 
of one yiiece, three or four inches broad in the.«sait^^’ 

Md tajiering gradually a-vray tow-ards the end% 'ffjfe| 

fctmbcm, as well as the fore-and-aft con«ecungh^ii®g^^l 
^ of the same material the former 
|i|^aro, and sometimeii eo close ■tpgethe^'kaiiiifii^^^ 


' ^at can iiosiginotl. ^he skin 
iri covtk’cscl is G^^dhisivdy that .of 
iif^tfpiated' by sriaping off the bait anii €af^ 
aud strofccinng it tiglit on a- frame-, 
after vvhieh and a goc>d deal of ehotnngi 
on by the women with admirafde ueatne^ 
stinugtii. ■ "'I'heu' peddles bave a id;-idc at each 
, eii^ t^e/v^bolo length being nine fot) and a half; 
'ilie blades fire covered with a tuirrow' piati- f)f bone. 
di»an'<f the etuis- to secure them from sjtiitting; they 
ftr^ aiwaj'^s ma,<lc y>f fir, axul generally of sever^ 
pieces scarfed andAvoolded' togutlier. 

. -In Bujuraer tlioy rest their. cHnoes upon two small, 
stolws raised four feet Ironi tlie ground; and ih,; 
winter, on « similar stliicture of snow; rnoneeas^ - 
- to fdlow them to dry freely, and in- the obhefr.tp^ 
Invent -the snow-drift from covering, and^the 

eating them. The difficulty of pfochringi;^^ 
.eanoo'may be concluded from the circumstance;^ 
fthere living "at Winter island twenty men able ^ 
.iffianf^e , one, atul only seven canoes ampn^ th<^ * 
these, indeetl, only throe or four were 
yl^pair^ the rest being wholly or in part 
|:i3hifr',«14n, of whfch a good deal was oce^ional^lii^P 
-winter, to make boots, sbtbe^-js^^ 
pcbplfc- '■ W fmnid oo'pdntjiiSj^^B 
among' ' nnderstool^h.i^ M 



^a,^'in-'’part b^'aceo€tote^''lj>r,l3yjifc! 
of the summer iartK# 
however, what ‘i^ejr Wiere, an^" 
mtosy mcrjels of them fox our people. 

In l lK; weapons used for killing ti»eir game tlfex^; 
ia considerubie variety, according to the aninaaI^„;Di' 
t?hieh they !uc, iu pursuit. The most simple ol^' 
these Is the dSndk, which lhi;y use only for killing 
thh|aniall soai. It consists of a light st aff of wood, 
four feet in length, lutving at one end the point .of , 
a nai’whal’s horn, if an ten to eighteen inches^'loi^g, 
firmly secured by rivets and vvwjldiugs; at the other 
end is a smaller ajid less effc.ctivc pyint of the same^' 
■kind, c To prevent los^g the ivory ;^rt in case of 
the wood breaking, a™ tout thoug rims a.long the . 
whole length eif the wood, eaedr end ))as..ung tlirdhgh ' 
a’hole in the ivoiy, and the bight ,s<;cured in several 
l^oes to the staff. In this weapon, as far as 
ydt-heeu described, th<‘rc is little art or ingenuity 
displayed; ’ but a considerable degree of both in an i 
appendage called sidfkH, cousi.scmg of a piece of bone * 
three inches long, and liaving a point of iron atone 
end, iind at the varl a. so’.ail ImiIc or socket to 
receive the point of ilie n.-.jiak d'hiough thi; middle 
di* this instrirment is secured the. oi' liikeiof 

thong, .. of which every man htrs, wh^^-.|SealH||[B^ 
;C;pdm€ of coils, each from four to six' 


hanging a : his back. TJjese am = laje .of 
of Ae ogfu/'*?, as in (freeldandd and 


CrantzV JfMry of irreenlstaiii. 


_____ 


^ _';^Hp^b^' 'liiiw 4tL 'iiiiSi^cBiiiit ■; of tbeir ■ ' 
'^ii3^*'1&ey possess of 
J tbeit pliability evert in the most intonso 

I'ffost.;-."'’^. 

' Wheth^a^tSeal is seen, the siatko is taken fronf *a 
jhttle leathern ease, ir; wltieb, •'vlion out of use, it is 
einjefuUy ificlosed, and attaedied by its soeket io the 
"point of the spear; iii iliis situitjou it is retained 
by bringing the allek tight down, and histemng it ♦ 
round the middle of the staff by what seainen e^ a 
“slip|)ery hi^”, whinh may instantly be disengaged 
by pulling on the otliev t ud of tlie line. As soon as . 
the spear has been tlirown, and the animal .sto-ick, 
the siatko is thus purposely 'O/ei.iled; and being 
1 slung by tlie middle, now perfoi'ins very effectually 
the important office of a bar!*, by turning at right 
angles to tne direction in whie!* it liras entered the 
orihee. This device is in its prineij)!*? superior even 

S ’xjipir bar!.*; for the instant any strain is put upo^y 
e' liue it acts lilio a toggle, opposing its length to ' 
a wound only as wide as its ova breadth. 

The (iklfiak, or olteigd used for tIio large s^l, 
has a blown bladilc]- attrudied to the staff, for t:he'^ 
purpose of impi.'ding the animal in the water. The . 
weapon Avith two long jiarallel prongs of bone or 
iron, obtaih&tfrora the aotives of the Srtivage Island's, 
the#^ also railed akltah, and said it was’ for 

kil^g seaiw^'"’ . -.j: ' 

“llw thirid j^d largest w'eapon i.s that called iai- 
£cc|il5»?<j(iit^^t0tiich the walrus {ind vrhrle 

8h4-^' of this’'i|,':3a4t longel‘^''but. giB (^.r 



th* otlrera/es^^ajiy 

^ille iftiddle, whore th^c is a small shoulder of ivoij , 
sefcurely lashed to it for tfie thumb to rest agiufest, . 

' ami thus to give additiciTial force in throwing or " 
turustiijg the spear •The ivory point of this weapon 
? ,is made to fit int-o a sochet at (he cud of the stufl', 


I where it is secured by double thon'ge, in such a 
s manner its steadily to retain its position when a 
•' •struin is put upon it in the direction of. its length, 
but immediately disengaging itself with a sort of • 
spring, when any lateral strain emlangcrs-ats break- 
ing. The siatko is ahvays used wii^this spear; 
and to the end of the aih k, when 1ho aninial pur- 
'ijSUed, is in open water, they ii a wiwic .seal-skin 
iu^atoil I'ke a lilad'lec, foi- the p4r|toSe 
.'.of tiring it out in its progress tiirougii liie water. 

They have a spear called Ij^poo for Icilliug deer in 
the water. 'Fhey described it an having a liglifc staff, 


mid a small head of iron, but they had nono of these 
SO fitted in the winter. Tiie nmiiec, or dart, for 
birds, has, besides its two ivory jirong.? at the end 
of the statr, three divci geiii'. ojics in die iniddle of it, 
with si.n'eral small doubh' barbs upon them turning 
inwards; they differ from tiie nugult of (Ireenhmd/ 
and that of the Savag'>, Ishituis, in; having these, 
prongs always of une<jual lengths. To. .give addi- 
tional velocity to the bird-dart, they use a 
stick {noke-shak) which is probably the sijlne. ha'iitn 
“ hand-hoard ” figured by Ora.ntz. It consist of a 
flat board Hbout eighteen inches in Icn^h, hkviug a 


^ Crauta* 



s to tecmvfe tl® staff, two and a hole foir 
: tho_ fingers 'aud thumb, and a isanalti 8pih:o fitted for 
a Hble tlve end of the staff. This instrument is 
U^d for the bird-dart only. I'hc spear for salmon 
■ or other, fish^ called kdk^eioB\ consists of a wooden 
staff with ^ spike of bone or ivory, tliree inches 
long, secured at one end. On ca ■li side o| the spike 
is a curved prong, much like th.ii. of a pitchfork, 
but made of fl(3.x.ible born, winch gives then a 
spring, and having -a barb on the inii<‘r part of the 
point tnrnigg .downwards. Their fish-hooks {kah- 
liithki) coimH only of a nail c.rftokcd and pmjlf^. 
at one end, me other lieing let into a piece ^ ivory; . 
to which the line is a ttached. A j)iece of d^’w';^ 
horn or,/;urved bone, only a. foot long, is used asff' 
a rod, and cohijdcles this very rude part of theiF; 
fiBhing-gear. 

Of their mode of killing seal? in the winter J have 
already spoken in the course of the foregoing narra?-, 
tive, as far as we were enabled to make ourselveS \ 
ac(juainted witli it. In their summer exploits pn 
the water, tltc killing of the whale is the moSt 
duous undertaking whicli tlioy have to perform; . 
and one cannot suihciently aduhie the comage and’ 
activity whi(;h, witli gear apparently so inadequate,- 
it must require to accomplish this bucinees. Oko- 
took, who’ was at the killing of two whales in the ; 
coiirsc of single summer, and who described; 

‘• WhoJe of .it quite, con aw-ore, mentioned the nainhs' . 
of tMrttslin men wdio, each in his canoe, had assisted 
on'cme of ftes© occasions. When $ fish is ae^ 



^^|§f;^T.a||'-^^ v/..;3uaEMiyP^»;'^BB'i^ '^f--; ■'■ ,v’;:<\- 

)|^':’^yfe^ater, they cadtiously'jiadiile up astern of 
iiiin, tHl a siugle canoe, preceding 4;he rest, comna 


close to him on. one quarter, so as to enable the tSan 
li to drive the kattcelik into the animal with oH the 


I force of both arms. This having the a Ibng 

;; aUeh, and the inHated seal-skin attached to it, the 
^ whale immediately dives, taking the vrhole apparatus 
witli him except hitt.eelik, which, being dieen^ • 
gaged in the manner before described, floats to the 
tiSurfrtce and is picked up by its owner. The animal 


L disappearing after some lime, all tiie canoes again 
^ad<£le towards him. smne v^arnihg beipg'. given -by 
U*^'' seal-skin buoy floating on the surfluie, . Each 
>4nan being furnished like the first, they rr^i^t the 
i|^^w«.as often as they find opportunity, perhaps 
. ’’oyeiy; line has been thus employed. After''piirsui-ng 
("him in tiii.s luanuer, sometimes for half a day, he is.. 
. at length so wearied ()y the resistance of the bupysjh 
. and exhahsted by loss of blood, as to bA obliged to 
rise more and more often to tlie. surface, wlion, by 
frequent wounds with their spears, they succeed in 
killing him, and tow their prize in triumph to the, 
shora It is probable that with tlic whale, as with 


the smaller sea-animals, some [»rivilege or perquisite 
is given to the first striker; and, like our bwu 


fishermen, they take- a pride in., having, it knowi 
that their spear has'been the first, to inflictf a wound.' 
Thj^y meet with the most wh^es on the coast of 
JSiwUlik. . • ■ ; 

In attaeking the v alisus4n the -water tlk^ use- 
the same gear, but with much .-more caution- ^an 



ifc, wi^ 

witk wHich_ 'fl^: any ■ _ 
eSiitl^f :;^f;;^; kmd/ 'iley like the flesfe tetter, 
tte*?’ ttie seal; but v'enisoii i« prefen'eii .by 
either of th^, and indeed to any otter*. 
i»kiiHl crif meat. ‘ ^ 

■ At Winter Island they carefully preserved th&- 
h^ of all tbe animals killed during the winter, 
eieept two cn thtee of the walrus, which we o|r- 5^ 
tjained^Tsdlli great difficulty. I’hciw is probably,...- 
some , superstition attached to this, f'Ut tticy told ,:. 
us th^t tbey 'veti*- to-be. tlirown into tic*, sea in ' 
sumffieiv ..‘l^hiclf a Grecuhiud-i* studiously avDi^-*.-* 
doing ,''li|.ttd, indeed, at Igloolik, they had .no objec' 
tiop tp part wit h them before the summer anivcd. 
As the .blood of the aninials.,#hich they kill , is all , - 
^used a.s,-|6ad' of the mostr luxurious kind, they are'.:;’ 
careful to :*^ift'Void .losing any portion ot it; for this 
pMpo8i^ tlicy tiurry with on tlicir excujBioBS ii 

little instrum^t of 'ivory called ido/xvofd, in forH^,,; 
and 'size exactly resemblingta twenty-penny ” nail,’;;;: 
/ with which they stop up the orifice made by _th*>g 
. spea.r, by thrusting it througli the skin by the. sides . 
of the wound, and, securing it with a t^svist. 1 ^ 

' tern al8p*m'entio|| a simple little instrument &Uedt 
titiJUg a slender rod of bone • ■» 

rounded; and having n poi,ut at one end and. a 
■/knob or else a laniard at the., other. iThe use of > 
/;thia.,i^ to thrust tteoug^ ‘the whfere they have > 








/:Pil9:4Mfe'-itetrui3Qen|*ia. s^aiwfi^B^fes '^||(>|i^ 
ijsate’ as a fine vvire, that tiie seal ii»y hot’^se^vijl;*- 
and a part still rem^x^hg above the gurfaee iii^ni# 

. tlie,J|sl)ermen by its motion whether the animal is 
j^^mpioyed in making bis’ hole; if not, it retnaiaa 
•^iMdisturhed, and the attempt is given ap in that 


One of the best of their bows vas made of a eihglef 
fir, four feet eight iufhes in length, flat un 


'iaaet.side and roujided on the outer, Ixnng fiye 
.dnehes in girth about the middle, whert'-, iiovi'e.ver, it 
’dik-strcngthened on the concave side, when |||ung, 
piece of bone ten lueheN long, firmly whured 
'1^ ti’ee-hails of the same material. At each end of 
■ft^ bow is n knob of bone, or auinel.imes b'f wood 
■covered with leather, with a deep uoLc.b for the 


reception of the string. The only wood wliich they 
can procure not ^jo.ssessing snttieient eln.sticity com- 
bined with strength, they ingeniously reeiedy the 
defect by securing to the back of ilie l)ow, and to 
Mio Icnobs at each end, a quant.ity of small lines, 
iBOCli composed of a plait or “sinnet" of throe sinews. 
The number of lines thus reacdiing from end to en<h,, 
is generally about thirty; but besides these, •several 
Ot^rs m e fastened with hitches round the Ixiw, ih 
commencing eight inches from one find, and 
i'gaih united at the same distance from the othei’, 
i^ykiug the whole numblli* of strings in the mhidie 
i^f yhe someti^^ amount to' sutty, The*iP - 
bedii^ j.jtt't', ^ with the bow somewhat bent , the . 



o? two, here ,aind.-t|iei«,.'- 


i|^;,|g#'',<»>i%hteh i1<., A bow in one piec^ is,;";. 
rure; they generally consist of 
five pieces of bone of unequal len'g^^^ 
and tree-nails. .•x-.J^P 
’: ■ TPlie arrows vary in length from twenty to 
t-iineliesi according to the materials that can be cq3|»T* 
v'idand<^v A)x)ut two-thirds of the whole length^;' 
' of hrjounded, and the rest of bone let by a soci^ ' 
wood, and having a head of thin kjp, \ 
more commonly of slate, securift into a slit taa^^* 
tree-aiiila. Tlowards the opposite end of the arrow ■ 
are two feathers, generally of the spotted owl, not. 
y^ neatly, lashed on. lie bow-string consists 
from t^^elve to eighteen small lines of tbree-siimw'*, 
sinnet,^ having a loos(> twist, and with a separate.-” 
becket* of the same size for going over the knobs at .• 
the end , of the bow. - -t 

We tried their skill in aichcry by getting- 
shoot at a mark for a prize, though with Jioi^^ji' 
’ extreinely bad order, on account of the fro8t^^;i 
.^l^car hands very cold. The mark was two 
stjUck upright in the- snow, their 
three inches and a half. At twenty 
struck t^s every time; at thirty, .senk-.-t^^ 

? «o?t-o£ fiiit braided cordage ijswi for various'^rpoaea, and 

plftee of itspe'pJaoed to secure anbtlier rape or a'Cjp^.. ^ 


a of t 


If#' 

XPSe 

sufficient to inflict mortal wouo4 

^Itolthing more than that distancei- for which, iow-.i<i 
jevS-, » BtTOUg arm wo«ld be required; Tlite ariitnaJ^., ■ 
Which they kill wltJi the bow aad afrQW for thoir. ' 
.subsiRtcnee are principally the musk-ox and deer, 
iref^ueiitly the bear, woll, iti&re, 
sO'M'e of the smaller animals. ’ : .* 

i"'’ Jt is a curious faot that the musk-ox is very 

to extern! his migraticus !<> the easf ward of 
passing thr(jug!i Repulse Bay, or about ■; 
; mi^dian of 'SG” west, while iii'a noj-tiiern direetimi 
'We know that lie travels as far as the f.i enty -sixll) 
degree of latitude. In (IreeniaDd this aftimal ,JS 
known only by v'apmc iukI exaggeraiod report; on 
the westcni coa.sl of Baffin s Hay it has certainly 
been seen, though very rarely, by the present inha- 
bitants; and the eldest person belonging to the 
Winter Island triple had neviu’ sccu one to the 
'ea^yaml of Eiwillik, where, as well as at Akkoulefe, 
said to be numcroUH ou the banks^pi fresh'S,,,, 
lakes and streams. Tlse few men wfaQ.hhd"’ 
preseul at the killing; of <s.i; these 
.to pride Uh-misoIvos ve.i , much 
^roolooak, who was a')out .scve!if,(!eu -year-' of 
had never seen either the mu.sk-ox. or the 
drioo, a proof that the latter also is ^of eommolt^' 
this corner of America ‘ . 

; ' The reindeer are killed by thfe Efeji^maux . ih great 





fticaiAd jHirpose of watdiing tlieixi and. §mi- 


tatini^-ijb^r b<)lJ»>w or grunj. AiMiig the :; 

■ Varioni^ which they .‘.mpioy l')r this purpoHO, 

one -o^^.^e mo8t. ingenious ceursifr5ts, in two. men 
v> /roju' the d(MM*’ llicy, wkh .. 

when, the animal* almoKst alwiiV'^'-htluv’s thoni, As 
the^^ arrive at a lo^gc .iu>ni\ ouc of i’hc iuen 
bSiind it with his l)ovv; while the othi4;, 
l^inuhig to walk oc, oO(»ii h*ads Un* chic* witfiiu 
?yg;e of his companion’s arrows. They are 
. \'hr:?’carcf'ul to keep to ice. ward of tlie deer; a ad 
scarcely' go oat after them at all when the weaifter ,: 
is calm. For several weeks in the course. of 4he'’ 
summer .some of ),he.s« pcopkj glmost entirely J 
up their fislc'.ry on the coast, retiring to ihe-bari^,' 
of hikes- several miles in the interior, whieb 
represerp fi,s large and deep and abounding w’ 
.s.almon, vhile tiie pasture near them atfnrda. _ 
fe(aliug ,ifcu numerous lierds of deer. 

The distanefj to whieji these pieople extendj 
, vin}and-:^ig!'‘i! ions, and the o.xtont of coast of ■’ 

^.h^hey posa- ^ a peivomd knowledge, api real^'?p^j 
);■ Fienusidirahh-. ( >f tlmse we could at tlie time of our 
intereoiirse Ibi'm no correct jnclfguuiut, from our 
“'T^aftaility as to the length of what they calit^f 
^ 'Mcfdi; tsleep); « 0 || 9 ^day’s journey, by 'wliieh aloite^ 
V. they' could d^cribe to.ua, with the, help, of th^is'- 





' f# 


;,„pe 'have uof' 

^ , fe^'of tbi^ peoj)le, ’wbo were bom 0 
Iglboiik. had been to Noowoqh, or 
l^uth as Obeaterfield InJet, which is about ^e ;5^J; 
'Iph-is ultra of their united knowledge in a sottth#|y> 
idirectiou. Not one of them had beeit' by wat^i 
"found to Akkoolee, but several by larid; in whii^ 
i i^de of travelling they only consider that country 
three to five days’ journey from Repulse "Bay. 
and a few others of the Winter Island tribe - 
’ lij^ -extended their perogriiiations ^|. colftiderable 
i^tdaoice to the northward, over a large insular piece 
^iief dand, to which we have applied the name of 
|;jGockburu Island; which tiny described as high hind 
^ thd the resort of numerous reindeer. Here OkotOok 
infoiroed us he had seen icebergs, which these people 
pall by a name {piccdlboyiUk) having in its pronun- 
^ciatioa some affinity to tliat used in Greenland.’: 
Ipy the information afterwards obtained when nearer 
thf l^t, we had reason to suj^posc this land Tosmt 
fpadi beyond the seventy-second degree of latitii^ 
a northerly direidion; so that these people poeKPds 
personal knowledge of the continent of Ahter?#, 
'And’; its dwcijacent islands, frpm that pai^llel 
Inlet in 63|^*,. being a digtanep M 
T"' ’■ ^muiai ■ v.'tl'.' 




»a^ wiudibgs of the 
Ihey are accustomed to trayel. 
^8^^ others iiad been a coitsidcrable 

ap the Wager River; but m< record bad 
Ved among tlieiu of (Japtain Middleton s 
at inlcc about tiio middle of the 

ibf ^e conthiental shore to the \v<?stwui(l of 
Afikooltee, the Esquimaux mvai'iably diaolaitued the ■. 
alighfcest personal knowledge; for t'.o laud can be 
B^iv in til at direction from the hills, dhey - 
entertain, however, a confused idea tiiat neither 
i^Sih'dmaux nor Indians could tlacre subsist, for want 
of food. Of the Indiafls the}- know ouirngh by . 
tradition* "to hold them .in considoruble dreatl, on 
account of their cruel and ferocious manners. When, 
on one ocvatsi<.in, 'we related the ciicunistant<es of 
the inliutnau massacre described by Hearno, the^ 
crowded round us in the hut., listening with ih#a;: 
and almost breathless attention; and the mother 
drevv their children close)’ to ibcni, as if to guard,.^ 
them from the dreadful catastroidic. It is' wort by ^ 
of ’ttitoe.that they call the Indians by a name, 
( Eert-i^i-i^e), which appears evidently the saihe 
that^ applied by the Greenlanders to t^e man-eater?i, 
snjiposed to inhabit the eastern coast of th,ci^ 
oountry, and to whom terror has assigned a 

like that of a dog. . 

'Pie Esquimaux take some animals in>|;ri^,:ii^ 

^ MrHghi. OWnnim -'"to 


at l^nter'Ielil^^,;.;. B-ec(!^ll^^^ 
^Mpm^i'hou^ built of ikie, :at (%e '^d 

jnadc qf themnae pleHtiful ic^terial, is, ptfced 
slide ijp aud down" ia a groove; to tho.-^PP^' 
part of this a line is attached, and, passing pi|^1/bo 
i%oof, ik;let down into the. trap at the inner enf^ ai^ 
P^jTO»iheid by slipping an eye in the" end of it 6v^ 
^ pc^>f ice left for the purpose. Over the peg, 
however, is. previousl}?^ plact'd ii loose gitiiamet,l to 
yhich the ;^ait is fastetied, and a false roof placed 
oydr ail to hide thq lino. The moment /the animal 
•drags at the bait the grammet slips'" off the peg, 
;bfih^^g with it the line that held np the door, and 
{this fkliing down closes the- trap and vsecuros him. 

A trap for birds is formed by builcMiig a house%f 
snow just large enough to <;ontain one i.*efson, who 
hiroself'up in it. On the top is left a small 
fM«rtiare, through which, the man thrusts one of hfe 


to secure the bird the moment he alights fe 
'^^.gj^iway a bit of meat laid beside it. It is p^ci- 
cipidii^' gulls that are taken thus; and the boys 
sonuifcirues' amuse, themselves in tliis manner, ‘ "A 
trap in whi<-’h they catch foxes ha.s been mentioned 
in .another place. . ■sk"'-- 

'The sledgtis belonging to those Esquimaux ^'ere 
in general large apd heavily constructed, being 
more adapted to the carri^c of considerable buMens 
tb^n.to very quick travelling. They varied in 'size, 

, ring of rofw UABd for varfotis purpioaep,. made from a Md 

throa tlawj^-round owt* ceutral par|, formed mto loop of the dosif^ eiCo. 




let ill tea^dtb. ^ Some ^ 
of, ’^p^ at Igiooii^. 5% l^ger dua^WI^ t 
fe«ai0 '^even feet in- ^-r^thf and 
iHiiidj»d and sixty-eight pounds, aira tw.O or threes 

^ i ' (•' -1 t ^ .3,.. »Ttkrt is*ii4t^-rt£rt>!flt 


SS^e two hundred pounds. .. tdaners-; ^ 

Tiies made of the right and left javt^-* bones;, ^ 
of a v?l^e; but more comnioiily of .several piocj^H^^ 
AV^djJ^'We scarfed and lashed toge^er. the r^ter-... 
stiSes'tog filler i, to make aii bmOpth. and fir^, ' 
:With ihost^stuiM in tight, an^ tto^euted by 
'throwing ^riitec to free/c upon if. Qwer pat 

of tlie runner is shod with -fe,;;jaKfce of harder bo^^^^ f 
- coated with fresh -water ice tah'inake it ran smoothly 
and to.awid wear and tear; froth which purposes 
are cbihpietely answered, 'riiis coating is per- 
formed with a mixture of snow and irosh 
■nbolit iialf an inch thick, ruhhod over it ttll^^J^ 
quite smooth and hard upon the surfae<.!, and 
usually done a few miunles before setting 
jouMey. ; When the ice is only in part wurnS^fe 
is ixjuevved fry :t;aking some water into the najtrt^ 
and spirting it over the former coating. We noticed 
: a sledge which, was extremely curious, on account 
of pBO of. the runners and a part of the other being v 
k&b»,structed without the assistance of \^ood, iron, o|, 
1 fr^eof any kind. For this purpose a num^rx^^ 
i •■feteftirskins being rolled up and disposed into'ther^ 
quisite .shape, an outer coat of the same kind,y/m 
sewed tightly found them; this fornagd 
Hlaf of the runner, the lower part of con^ 



and*^ ^liip alcma. The^ nSaal 
,: Attooth ice beneath eoinpleted the rawier, whiclj f# 
i'lbsote than six months out of twelve, tn this climate, 
was nearly as hard as any wood; and for winter 
use no way inferior to those constructed of 
;ral)le materials. The cross-pieces which form*lihe 
ittdnl of the sledge are made of bone, woody oit 
■ anything they can muster. Over these is generally 
laid a eeal-skin as a flooring, find in the summ^rr 

• time a pair of deer’s horns are att. tchcMl to the 4edge 
as a back, which in the winter are removed to enable*' 

f them when stopping to turn the slodgfr up, so-iSS td|i 
'prevent the dogs running away with it. The wh<jl<|^ 

• is secured by lashings of thong, giving it a degre^< 
rd" stoength combined with flexibility which perSk|i3 

;^no (Jtber mode of fa.stening could ('fleet. ^ 

TJh© dogs of the Esquimaux, of which these peo- 
ple possessed above a hundred, have been so ten 
described that there may seem little left ^stio add 
: respecting their external appenniheo, habits, and 
.iisL Our visits to Jgloolik having, however; tirade 
U8 acquainted with some not hitheno dcscfibed, 1 
diull here offer a further account of these invaluable 
ahiihals. Ib? tlic form of their bodte^/- timir short 
pricked ears, thick furry coat, and busiif tail^i^hhy 
‘ ^ nearly resemble the woif of these regions tliu^ 
when of a light or britulled colour, they may eastiy 
at a little distance be mistaken for that ahjisrutiii; i 
jim eye accustotned bj bofh^fl^weveri,^ 


. , _ , , ^ iilai,oat alyirays caftty thek tails 

-band^iiady cttrleS over tJie back A tHffereiico less 
, tiistingiiishabl^j when the aniaiiils are apart, is the 
' stipfisrio* fis^e tod more, mnscnlftr make '.--f the tnld 
especially about tlie breast and leys. Idle 
-^rbn Is also, in gcaeral, full tavo iuehes t.dl-'f tha® 
any di/Bijilimaux clog we have seen ; but tlu'se met 
jpith in 1818, in the latitude of /G"', appear to come 
hearest to it in that respect. The.' tallest 4og ak ; 
Igioolik stood two feet one inch fro oi the ground, 
iae!>sured £|t the wdthers; the average height was , 
two inches less than this, 

The colour of the dogs varies from a wlrite, through " 
brindled, to Wac]< and white, or almost entii'Cly, 
black. Some arc also of a reddish or ferruginous 
coh'Ui, and others havd a brownish-red tinge on ; 
their legs, the rest of tlicii bodies being of a darker 
coloiO’, and t, ho.se la.sfc wcic ol.—irvod to be geocruUy ' 
the best dogs. Their h.air i;; t lie winter is froiil- , 
three to four indies long; but be.sidos this. Nature 
furnishes them during tlds rigorous season with a 
thick under-coating of close soft wool, wMch they 
Login to cast in the spring. While thus pvovideel, 
they are able to withstand the most incle.toentweather- 
.without suffering from the cold; and at w’^hakwer 
toui|>erature the . atmosphere may be, Ihey. irequhto ■ ' 
.Nothing but.rft from the wind tomato 

i^6|^6veii''this. they .40 hot; aiw'ay|;<^|i^'.^ 



";p}#;< 50 ia even on fcliose p|rt8 of . r :.r : \ 

thus prof fpc-.tcd, for we liaYe'seai* :^^ puppf 
' Bioppin", will* itB bare paw laid Op’ 
wifn tlie thermometer at -30°, wh'ick one ot -- 
ouf dog? would have produced immediate and inteuae 
])aiii, if not sul'sepueHit mortiiiealion. ■ Ihey 
bark, but hav^e a long melancholy howl Ijpre that 
the wolf, and thi? they wbl sometimes ^pe^orm in 
concert for a minute or two togciiier. Ihey arc 
besides always snarling and fighting one 

another, by which several ol ibem ure generally 
i'laMe. When much, caresHcd and wc!! fed, they bc^, 

' .ooBie quite feuuiliav and domestic t bvit this mode (tf 
■..i'%datmetit does not impriWe tbeir qualities as aniMai**' 
of draiudd. Being desirous of ascertaining wlierJicl^^. 
^ clog? are wolves in a state ol donicstiviition, 

tqdhstion^vltich we understood to have bAHch the 
ieet of some speculation, Mr. 8keoch, at my, roquest/-^ 
. made a skeleton of eaeh, wlicn the nimaber -of^Mf' 
tlK* fiertel)r^ was found to be ibo sanu- in 

correspond with the well-kiiown anatoJ^^- the 

woll. . ■ , i ~ 'b"' 1 '■ 

M'hen drawing a sledge, tb-' d-.g? have a i?imph' 

‘haillesK (aiinoo) of deer or yeai. skin, going ^muu lit# 
nock IfV one bight, and another for oaeJ; of thn loti,'- 
Iftgs, with a,|hngle thong- leading uveitthc back ami 

^ attached to. the ’ siesi^/as a trace. ‘.Though th.ey, 

:#;hppear,'|it first bight to' bh huddled ^together without' 
're|a,rd^ iherc is, in inc.t, consideral#^ 

^attgioD' pa^f particularly itv! 

.^holclectkiiSI^’ spirit and ajifacity, 


•J/’. 



y^r ttsually addresses Jtims^j,,.' 
sil^tis|a^de Without regard tb.ags or sex»,kaflfd 1^;?; 
take precedency' acoordmg t® 

*^t; fagacity, the l^st effective Ijeffig put 
1 ^ sledge. The leader is usually from 
l^tyrenty feet from the fore part of the'-; 
j^iad the hmdm<»t dog about half ■ that 
diktahcs/ so that when ten or twelve are, running^ 
together, several are nearly abreast of each othet.;^ 
^e driver sits quite low on the fore part of the : 
sledge, with his foot o%'crh>mgiug the snow on one_ 
and having in his liaud ii v. hip, of whieh the' 
yifcdle, made either of wood, bone, or whaleboTic, is 
^ghteen inches, and the lash more than as many 
^fet in. ,Jtength. The part of the thong next Ae - 
xShndle is plaited a little way down to stiffen it ancl-; ' 
j^ive ^ a spring, on which much of its use depends; 
jjl%fhsp^ which composes tlie lash is chewed by the 
i^pidlll^R^^ke it flexible in frosty weather. 

their youth, considerable expert* - ' 
nf this whip, the lash of which is left ' 
,'tb'#ail!’So^ the ground by the side of the sledge, ' 
f'anjl with which they can inflict a very severe blow 
on any dog ^ ;piea8ure. Though the dogs are kept ' f 
jjn fV ^iniwg .entirely by fear of tl|i^wMp»iand indeed 
it - would sooft have';^e^^^^.,way^ts 
islalways detwia 
i&e fledge* fe'hot only 







ilj^egs thea cojaaB: tog&t£©t '',agaili^,^%''| 

•fe deaugHt of the skdge ia :aoQelerated ; K]^'‘i^pi| 
the heat of times, by this rude mrfde 
tiie tJraees of one-third.of the doge form, au 
thirty dr forty degrees on «^ch side Of tii6> difcefii^^t 
In lyhich the sledge is advRiicing. Anotlier 
hEtponvenieace attending the Esquimaux method* of' 
'putting the' dogs to, besides that of not employing- 
^tar sti'ength to the best advautfige, is the eoustantr; 
"qatanglement of the traces by the dogs repeatedi^ 
doabling under from side to side to avoid the whip,' 
so that, after running a few miles, the tra<-es- alwayti 
re<iuire to be taken off and cleared. » * 

; jin directing the sledge the whip acts no ve^ 
^ential part, the driver for this ymrj>ose using 
eortain words, as the carters do with us, to malce 
the dogs turn more to the right or left. To these a 
good leader attends with admirable pr<>cision, espe- 
cially if his own name Ire repeated at the' saiSte: 
time, looking behind over his shoulder with 
carnestnoiis, as if iisteiiiiig to the directions of th©' 
ffriver. On ;i beaten trai k, or. even w'here a single 
foot or sledgp mark is occa-trionally discernible, thero. 
ib'aot the slightest trouble in guiding the ^dogs;. foir 
©Wai in the darkest night arid in the hea%d«st snow'- 
dnift thews is little or no danger of their losing tlje. 
i?oad:, the«^ea<ler, keeping his nose near the- grosjjal^; 
and directing the rest with woudi^ul 


' them -.'-mak^"'® 'temWly'' 

% |:3qviima,ns;^;roaA8' plainly' sW 
!|g|j|pj^~j A^ raHy o(K-up^’ing‘ an extent of ‘ six mileSj 
'A 'iiOree’and fledge 'the journey wouhl 
amounted to five. .On rough ground^ 
as antd^g’ hunimocks of ice, the sletlge wouM -be 
overturned, or altogether stopped, ff the 
^ not repeatedly get off, and, hy lifting or 
diving it to one side, steer it clear oi those acci-, 
dents. At all times, indeed, except on a smooth 
and well-inade road, he is pretty constantly em- 
'p%ed' thus Vidth his feet, which, together with h^; 
nevei'-ccasing v'^oterations and frequent usK- of the 
Whip, renders the driving of one of the^,. vehicles 
‘hy no nreans a pleasant or easy task, ^ • ’R' hen the : 
;idriver wishes to atop the sledge, he ©alls out ‘ W p,. 
'Woa,'’ cxac'.iv n.s our carters do; hut the attention:, 
paid to this command dej'cnds altogether ui' hi» 
ability to eiiforct; it. If the weight is snndl and the 
journey homevart.l, the dogs are Jtot to be thus de*. 
layed the driver is therefore obliged to dig his heels 
. into the snow to ob.itruct their progress; and hav- 
' ing thus succeeded ui stopping them, he stunds^ up 
with one leg before the foremost cross-pi^pe of the 
sMge, till, by nuams of laying the whip gently over 
each dogi: head, he has made them all lie.dowii. 
He then takes care not to quit his position, ; so that 
should the dogs set off he is tlu-own upon the sledge, 

tr;tete»d. of being left behuld by ^em. , » i,, 

With heavy loads the dogs tftaw best with obf 


. 'y, this ' 

v^tiniw, Enticed to mend their pait^ hy Jlipidi^''|tt. 
; mitten to the month, and then making thfe motion' 
of cutting it with a knife, and throwing it on the? 
, fttow, when the dogs, mistaking it for meat, hasten , 

■ forward to pick it up. The women .also entice i.hem ■ 
'from the huts in a similar manner. The rate htii 


h^hieh th.ey travel depends, of course, on tlie weight , 
Vt^ey have to draw, and the road on which theit? 
Journey is perforrned, ' When the latte.r is level and'^ 
very hard and smooth, constituting what in other , 
parts of North America is -called “good .sleighing'’,,! 
>jix or seven dogs will draw from eight to ten? 
hundredweight, at the rate of si'.veu or eight milesk?; 
an hour, for several hours together, and will easily! '• 
under those circumstances perform a journey of fifty 
dor sixty miles a day ; on untrodden .snow, five-and- 
twenty or thii ty miles would be a good day's jour- 
ney. The same number of well-fed dogs, with a 
weight of only five or six hundred pounds (that of 
the sJedge iuclin.lcd), aie almost unmanageable, and 
will on a smooth road run any way they please at 
the rate of ten miles an hour. The work performed 
by a greater number of dogs is, however, by no 
means in prfiportion to this, owing to the imperfect 
mode already described of employing tfce sfeength 
of these sturdy creatures, and to the more frnqueiit;? 
snaiiing and fighting occasioned by aar ini^sse of 
n,unibera«- '''• , 







in ^ kind of' sad^^bags/. 
iii^^'^lbibv tkeip shoulders. . A. stout dog tibus , 
accompany his master, laden with 
>ii:'(^eight'of about twenty to twenty-five pounds. 
f'V^en leading tbe dogs, the Esquimaux take a half 


3bj^h with the trace round thcij- necks to prevent ' 
their |AiIling, and the same plan is followed when a 
sledge is left without a keeper. They are also in 
the habit of tetlicring them, when from home, by 
t)dng up one of the fore-](^gs ; but a still more 
effectual method is similar to that M'hieh wc saw 


; bbiployed by the Greenlanders of Prince Itcgent's 
i;Bay, and consists in digging with their spears two ,, 
. holes in the ice in an oblique direction and raeeting|j 
each other, so as to leave an eye-bolt, to which th^ ‘ 
dogs are fastened. 

The scent of the E.squimaux dogs is excellent; , 
and this property is turned to account by their,|j. 
masters in finding the seal holes, which these iii-’t' 
valhabl© anirbals will discover entirely by the smell 


at a very great distance. The track of a single, deer 
upon the snow., will in like manner set them oflf at a 
full gallop, when travelling, at least a quarter of 
' mile before they arrive at it, when they wo with: ; 
difiioulty made to turn in any otlier direction; and 
the Esquimaux are accustomed to set them after 
those ajp.imals to hunt them down when already 
wounded with an arro^. In killing beaarcjthe doga., 
act a very essential partj and t^o or three of nhei^ 
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eiotiis '-'circft^i^'': ■■_:;-i*^’’''^ 


^^|||^':|^:’6i’|!h«*: weap<i» i „ . , _ 

feacSbanter, for wHtfh; the Se0^ia«fiii9 ot ' 


laaj be implied frfim the circumstance , <>? the . ^ 
;'5aennoc)k”. (bear) t>eing oj^ ns^ to ebcewi^ 
V^t^oK when runjPijg in a sledge. Indeed, thb 
^IS^aaimal which they are not eager to chase is 
wolf, of which the greater part of tliem seem'S 
hkve an iuBtinctive di-ead, giving notice at night < 
their appK)ach to the Imts by n loud tuid continue 
howL There is not one dog in twenty among thei 
'that will voluntarily, or indeed \viliiont r; groat dej 
ef beating, take the water if they tin ok it is pt 
of their depth, and the few that would do so wjei 
spoken of as extraordinary exceptioust » 

■> ■ The Esquimaux in. gonci'ul treat tlieir dogs mue 
as an unfe(!ling masl/cr docs his siar'cs^ that is, the 
take jurit as much care of thtun a.s tluur own intcrof 
is supposed to require, dhe bitches with young aJ 
in the winter allow’ed to occupy a part of iheii- ow 
beds, •where they arc carefully attended, and fed b 
the women, who w ill even supply the young oh« 
with meat and water 1’i‘om tlieir mouths as thexb 
their own children, and not unfrequ(;utly also Mvi 
them in therr hoods to take care of them. It 






irrobably on this account tliat the. dogs are alWa^ 
so much attached to the w'omen, w bo cafi at ah 
time catch them or entiee them from the htjtft 
the mendiaiJ. . Two females that were, with yptih 
' on bofurd the in the.nmiith of ,i|?ebryai^,i^tfgi 

' ' • ‘i'v, 
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ja^iS;}’«t!ifeiE; ^pnmb0if:p(Sa^^ 
apd part of :^6"'-w^bksr. df'^e '■'walr*^;;#- 
ltd 0^ yery prec&rious, tb^ii! ; 

j^vlrig then but little l<o spare, . 
become 'extremely tliiu at that ti»ie of s 
’Would scarcely be recognizcil as the sarb*^ , 
as -wbeh rcguhuiy fed in the summer, l^o’ 
therefore -that they wiU eat almost anytb^? 
t fe'^eiyer.JfcoU^ or filthy, and that neither whippiig 
sboutiug will prevent their turning out of tiio 
■‘^r^d, even when going at full sj>ee<i, to pick up 
* wbalever . they espy. ,When at the huts they arc 
iv hopstantly creeping in to pilfer what they cai^ aijd; 
5 half:!!!*} time-of the people sitting there is ocdJ^I^ 
- V^iferating their Dfunes and driving tbem;,»:||^ 
P blows out of the ttpartmeot^. 

!*.'dQgS have DO water to drink during the winter^'|||| 
■ >:jbck: up some clean snow occasionally as^a substitii^ 
, nor indeed if water be offered theni do th^ e^ 
• 'sbput .it unless it happens to be oily. They t^^^ 
great, pleasure- in rolling in clr-an su(AV, espeeit^ 
‘ ^ter or during a journey^ or when they h:ayc.'|^ 
'iS-^fined in a house during the' night N6l?Nifh- 
■j.cWidihg the rou|h treatment which^they re^%| 
F 'iilfbm,' theis- masters, their attaciiment to them- is- ve^ 
&hd this they display iifthr a short abseu^^^ 
up- and beking. 'their faces all 



, . . ot them but wheii tKey pir^^ 

then sparing in their blows. !^e 4o]^'hti''^® 
hAtnes, to which they attend with readiness, whe^cr 
drawing in a. sledge or otherwise. Their names arc . 
frequently the same as those of the people, and in ' 
some instances are given after the relations of thein -' 
masters, whioh seems to be considered an act of. 

^ kindness among them. Upon the whole, notwith“^,f 
.' standing the services performed, by these valuable'" 
breatures, 1 am of opinion that art cannot well have ' 
done less towards making them useful, and that the 
same means in almost any other hands avouM be ; 
’ employed to greater advantage. 

In the disposition of these peo})ie, there w^;v|^' 

: course among so maiiy individuals considerable 


I variety as to the minute points: but in 


thV general 


features oi' tiieir character, which with them are not 
subject to the changes produced by^ foreign inter* 
course, one dcscri}»tion Avill nearly apply Pa all. The 
' , virtue wliieh, as resped.al ourselves, w'e could most 
have wished ilrcrn to possess is iionesty, and the • 
• impression derived from tlie early |)art oJ' our inter- ; 
’> ocoursti was certainly lu this i-espeet a favourable 
' /one. A great many instances oecuiar'd, some ol 
■ which have been related, where they appeared even 
scrupulous in, .JO turning article.s that did not btdong 
to them; and this too when detection of a theft, or 
at- least of the offender, wmuid have lieeu next to 
impossible. As they grew more fiuniiiar with us, 
and the temptations becanre stronger, they gradpally 
; . relaxed in their hohesty, add petty thefts were .ftom 






committed by seirerai I 

female, among them. 

j!S,fte buatle which any search for stolen goods oo0af-'- : 
eion^i at the huts was, a sufficient proof of their/ 

' underst^ding the estimation in which the crime 
‘.Was held by ua Until the affair was cleared up 
they- would affect great readiness to show/gvery 
/.article which they had got from the ships, repeating 
the name of the donor with great warmth, as if 
offended at our suspicious, yet wiLh a half-smile 
on their countenances at our supposed credulity in 
belieying them. There was, indeed, at all times *, 
i some degree of trick and cunning iu this show of ■’ 
Openness and candour; and they would at times 
bring back some very trilling article that had been ' 
given them, tendering it as a. .? ert of expiation for" 
the theft of another much more valuabh*. When a 


search was. making they vvotdd invent all sorl.8 of 
lies to screen themselves, not caring on whom . 
besides the imputation fell; and more than oneo ■ 
they directed our people to the apartments of others 
who were innocent of the offence in question. If ,• 
they really knew the offender, they were generally/il 
ready en<.)n.gh to inform against him, iyid this with^fl 
' an air of affected secrecy and mysterious importance 
and, as if the dishonesty of an othei;, constituted a ‘ 
virtue in'-tboraselves, they would repeat this inforrna- 4 
tion frequently, poriiaps for a month afterwards, ■ 
suiting up their neighbour’s offeuc-e as a foil to their'^ 
own pretended honesty. '** {; / 

In appreciating the character of these people far-/ 



To <iraw a pwaljel eas^, we most 
_ ^eau of the -low^ 'class 
Ihti^ ai:?>i4fit hoards, of gold and 8 ilveif 5 ‘-^r|,flH^J 
^ .Vaiuahie (ian he justly compared with 

S , 4 iron that everywhere presented thomsj^vss 
lar view on hoard the ships. The ISuropeaa' 

IthO Baq^uimaux who, in cases so .similar, both r^ist y 
^e temptation of stealing, must he consider^ prefe^ ^ 
Ipl^ly on a par in the scale of honesty ; and judging ^ 
m'this mannei’, the balance might possibly h^ found 
'i» .favour of the latter when compared with ah;^, 
dsimiku? number of Europeans taken at randohi from'/ 
th^‘ lower class. ■ * . 

' In what has been hitherto said, regard hU-s b^ew 
had only to their dealings with ns. /;^;i|iicir trans*. , 
actions among themselves there is ttOfdoubt that, . 
i«tc»pt in one or two privileged cases, such as 
dfvdetotitute widows, the strictest honeaty prevail^r 
;4ud that as rcgunls the good of their own com-*,, 
i-munity thc'v* are geueruJiy honesi. i)CM.)ple. We hhyei ' 
in aumbeihiss instaiiccs sent piescnts by one to ^ 
auothor, and jnvariably found that they had bpefr , 
^thfuUy delivered. The manner .jn which .-^.efr;-; 
^atious implemente are frequently loft ou^db tlmt^/ 
huts is a proof, indeed, that robbery 
.knowfi ampng them, ;'It -is tame 
■jir&tde iatW nosseaskih'cf'UUedf 




ptombly add violojQce fpp| 
■fiiie first crime, and the strongest. 
^j^aiately gain the upper haaid. We cannot, 
i^^jlbut ^oiire the oudLsturbc'd sccurjty & 
tl^eSO people bold their property witboat 
rwofirss to any restraint beyond that which is 
ittcuETed. by the tacitly received law ol‘ mutual 
forbejuranee. 

1,0 the barter of their various commodities theii 
dealings -woth us were fair and upright, though' 
latterly they were by no niciuis backward or inex-. 
pert in drivmg a bargain. The absurd and childish 
exchanges whicii they at first made with our peopjUf-; 
inducs<i them subsequently to complaiu that 
Kabloonas had ■ stolon their things, though thef 
profit had been eventually a hundredfold in their 
favour. Many such c-'amplaints wore mavle 
the only fault in the purchaser had been exeeseiy# ; 
liberality, and frequently also as a retort by 'wayr^ 
tvarding off the imputation of some dishqn6a^,bf;i 
their owm. A triiik not uncommon wdth 
Was to endeavour to excite the conipii8erhtii^isi^y& 
to tax the bounty of one person by relatin^i^ ^^ 
AtucI theft of this kind that iiad, as they saj^'lii^ 
rptaotified upon them by anolber. One dayv 
’'botiprht ■ n kj^e of-'Togrfat, she -told 


ah[0 did. *1!^^ 
lerigiib^ 

fr-^tyo-” -itt' •^.'^'ve heroHifei ■■■|^^dy .a^;)l^, 
H^r Itnsband coming in and askm^fofr to 

isa^, she handed him scwne meat accompanied by a 
"yery, fine ooloo. Her son, being thus reminded of 
®eiding, made the same request, upon which a second 
sknife was produced, and, immediately after, a third 
of the same kind for Ic rsclf. Captain Lyon, having 
amused himself in watching these proceedings, 
|which so well confirmed the truth of the proverb 
itiiat certain people ought to have good memories, 
? now took the knives, one by one, out of their 
hands, and holding them up to Togolat, asked her 
if Parree had not stolen her last ooloo. A hearty 
laugh all round was the only notice taken by them 
of this direct detection of the deceit , 

The confidence which they really placed m us 
was daily and hourly evinced Ijy their leading their 
fishing-gear stuck in the snow ail round the ships; 
and not a single instance occurred, to my know- 
ledge,, of any theft committed on their property. 
The licking of the articles received from us was 


so common with them as with Esc^uima^l 
dn general, and this practice was latterly glmO^ 
entirdy Mt oM by them. v 

Among the unfavourable traite in their ebataeter 
innst be reckoned an extreme dispositioh to envy, 
which displayed itself on various occasions, during 
our intereoUme with them. If we had 
presents in one hut, the inmates of theicysilf AkbnjQl 






' w tHiin T«bar^ ; 

ssferical ^3i>tfE!ry)itioa3^ upequivocttlly. 


to be n[|i|take3B[, and generally by some 
'sfarokb' of irony directed against tbe favr.ured j)erson,^ 
If asay individual with whom we hail been intimate 
‘happened to be implicated in a theft, the oircnm- 
stancQ became a subject of satisfaction too manifest 
to be repressed, and we were told of dj with expres- 
sions of the most triumphal' t exultation on every 
occasion. It was indeed curious, though ridiculous, 
to obisetjre that, even among these simple peopl% : 
and iu this obscure corner of the globe, that littfe ' 
gossip and scaiulaJ so cotmnonly practised in small 
societies among us were viry frtajucntly displayed. ; 
This was especially the case with the women, of 
whom it* was not uncommon to see a group sitting 
in a liut for hours together, eacli relating her rficota 
of information, now arul then mimicking the persons 
of whom they spoke, and interlarding their stories 
with jokes evidently at the expense of their absent j 
neighbours, though to their own iulinite amuse-' 
meat. ’ 

In extenuation, hoivevei', of these faults, it must 
be allowed that we were ourselves the exciting cause ' 
which called them into action, and without which 


they would be comparatively of i-^re occurrenoh i 
apaopg them. Like every other child of Adam, 
,;they undoubtedly, possess their share o^.fee seeds of 
these human frailties; but eyen iu this respeot“they 
need*’ not shrink frou^ a comparison with ourselves; a 
fbt who amofig ns can venture ^ assure himeolf 


w^.’^d'tootiier feiliiig to wlii!& '4itey .ai«’ 

.excuse wiU not 'so fombly apply, as- 
our ucquaintancij with 
.liiahes an opportunity for the practice of a 
; rather thMi for the dcveiopment of its opposite, 'viooPf- ' 
I have already, in the course of the foregoing narm*^ .X 
tive, hinfcQtl at the want oc giatiinde evinced,- h;]yX?- 
.:these people in their tranauftions with us. Among. 
;theiu.S£dves, almost the only case in whicii tlxis aeai 
Irnent can have any field for exertion is in the con- » 
Muct of chiidrcn towruda their pa rents, and ii?' tliis 
respect, as J shall ],>resf‘n(ly 1 avc occasion to notice.’ 

- •their gratitude is by no meiu-s c<niV,iicuuU8. Any-; 
thing like a free gift is very little, if ;?t ail, -known 
;|ihtopg thenL If A gives B a part of his seal to?' ■ 

' day, 'the latter soon returns an equal quantity when 
he is the successful fisherman. Unceruiiu as their 
mode of living is, and dependent as they are upon 
each other’s exertions, this custom is the evident and- 


unquestionable interest of all. The regulation does. ■ 

• ^fedit to their wisdom, but has nothing to do with X 
tlieir genero.sity. Xhis being the case, it might l>e " 
enpposwl that our numerous presents, for which hO f . 
return was asked, would have excited in thorn some- 
thing like thankfulness, combined with.adaiiration? . 
hilt thi» XWas so little the case that the coff^nmi ' . 
(thanks) which did now and then escape them, ’ 
ej( pressed much leas than even the most conftogOtk-y 'f 
pj^ “thank ye” of civilized society,^, , Some (x 




v-.','- 









l%'''-i^"'. to’’ 'ih*»;i3 ji;6W'.m ^i^'rr^t.'-'^’fe';:-^;'; 

indivklaals who, <atiier ''gi^^9. 

dr supoiior iuteiligoDco, had 'been 
by%s, and particularly sucli as bad sl&pt -^'i 
k Apd-^^bfe ships, and whether in health X)r sickue^ ,- 
nad • .received the most friendly treatinoat frcin 
fi^le^iddy, were in general just as indiHennit as the 
itat;’ and I do not belioTe that an)’one urnon^t 
them would have gone half a mde out of his roa.(^ 
or have sacrificed the most .trivial 3 elf-g]^tifieatid 4 -; 
to have served ij«. Thou^ the„ 'riches lay oa 
side, they jwssessed abundant means pf-maldiig-ifeasii^;; 
noniiTial return, which, for the sake of the 
that prompted it, would of course have bt'en gratirfl|^ 
ing to us. ( Ikotook and Iligliuk, whom I had m60‘ 
loaded with presents, .‘in<l who had never offered 
a single free gift in return, put into my haiid,;i^,^ 
the time of their first removal from Winter Mas^ 
a dirty crooked model of a spear, so shabbily 6 <|j^ 
^stoimted that it had probably been a^inady 
i: ^ jyB.;^rf,iole of barter by many- of tb$;ShipV'^i^^ 
accepting this, from ah akvr 
.ttneitsy ' d: 

M.retuM, 


iiwi 




* best thcy'haffwiM«fai^5^rftt:^^ 

«Rention, both 'ia ^ib<l imd 
fg that .hoa]pitality and even good Br^diW' 
iclate. The kindly offices of drying add ^ 
f bur clothes,, eooking otir provision, an^^ 
thawing snow for onr drink* were performed by thei.#^ 
women with' an obliging cheerfulhess which we’ 
is^ali not easily forget, find w-hich c(mima.nded its 
■a«e share of oui’ admiration and esteem. While 
f ^n» - their, guest, I have passed an Sveiung not oxdy^ 
comfort, but Avith extreme gratificiation ; for ; 
the women w’orking and singing, their husbands 
^^etiiy mending their lines, the children playing 
pSlsfore the door, and the pot boiling ovei‘ t!ie blaze 
ipjf cheerful Ikinp, one might well forget for the 
tiiaiB that an Estjuimaux hut was the seen© bf this 
.doniesjlp! comfort and tranquillity; and I can safely 
affirm. ' with Partwright,' thal^ while thus lodjz ^ - 
beneailh their roof, I know no peoj^ji whcaa 
confidently trust, as resf^ts i^ther' 
my property, than the &quunau:|u 
and ma^ perhaps be considered: ihivij^ous 



^ ,%orfy to 

of very laK^ely^^^ete^ 

T^H+v«ir".l’' :. .."'■ . . - •■# -.^ JH'. 


•'Which \(?t>men 

is, 1 .think, sonmwhat grea ^ ^y M 
& savage life; In thdlr general, 
are by no means ’the dradgfe tha^ the wiveis of 
■^]he\ Greenlandera ^ are said to be; being oceopfeil/. 
oiiyln those* cares which may properly be c^e4r 
"domestic, and" as such are considered the peeuli« 
bpainess of women among the lower classes in; 
civilized society. The wife of one of these peoph^ 
for instance, makes and at'tends the fire, cooks tlnv 
Victuals, looks- after the children, and is sempsti>e^;'; 
to her whole family, while her husband is labouring 
abroad for their subsistence, in tbis respect it is 
not evcar^eceasary to except their task of cutting 
ihe’^Bmall seals, which is, in truth, one ?©£ the 
•^liB^te&t. luxuries arid privileges they enjoj^and 
if it-were /esteemed a labour, it cog|d scar^^ 
equivalent to that of the wpine^^il 
odr own 'fehiiig-towns, whereMs^^ 







otte-'aiadi '■ are to'lb^ 

and wbw eaeli indiPli£iit''musfc peifdrii^ 

a tjjU siuiie of the general kbon#^he afojiadB 
htwrevcr, good walheia, aa^ nut easily fatigaedj- &r 
'Jpl-^ve several times known a young womSo 
;%WQ5j^d-tw0ty, with a child in her hood, li^lk 
tw^ve wiles to the ships anti bjick again 
’^ay for the sake of a little bread- du.'^' and a tin 
S{^K^ter. When stationary in the wirder, they haye . 
l^^y alrdhst a sinecure of it, sitting t^uiutly in thek 
-hnW, and having little or no employment for. tlie, 
;|{Eeater part of the day. In short, there are lew, if 
people in this state of society among whom the 
i^omen are so well off. They alw^ays aif upm the 
ibeda with their legs doubled under them, and are 
in the posture usual with us. The iqfin 
.le^^Mmes sit as we do, but more generally with 
'!^ieir ieg^ crossed bef^ro them. 

Thejr are, a^-eoiding to their own account, iu the 
'%abit of suckling their children to the age of three 
years; but we have seen a child of five (,>‘:;i-.asio]onlly 
-Mit. A© breast, though (hey are dismissed iVow the 
mt^her’a 'hood at about the former agtv The timp 
trewaing them mast of course, iu aoipe instances, 
jii^gend on the mother’s condition. Nature, fiow ever, , 
:|lheih8 to bo kind to them in this respdgt, f^ls Wfe did 
fitness one instance, nor hear ifi 

;Ulwbman was put to this inconvenience and 
It ifi not uncommon to see one woman suckluig,^fe';; 
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,.^ .^..Jfeltfe ij^iMt io iiie hood Wfty-pul.'.lts-'.al^';'^^^ 
^i^^>|;*i^l|k0 etai' is’.takeTi from wate^ %.;,tiM|^|^'j- 
^^m(Be^'ift0mFj,, md ^ som§„ fatheiS6^#«i;Q 
nf tltfeit^AilclMai' bn theit kfr^B a#5 tfrw ; 
fe(^tli8§,i^etla. Th^ won^en are moro de&irotj^ ^ 
ttan datiglitm,.as ou the for^y m^ ; 
|jt}fr^feiljr depend their support in oM afe, ;,t 
^ ^^enstom of betrothing qJiildr^n in their i hfa?^; 
is. ici^Hxbnly practised here, in which respect 

the natives of Greenlan4i':?i|* 
if. is' eonaparotiYely rafe. A daughter of : 

between two and- three years old^ had 
thns contracted to Okotook's son, a hero 
^eviTO, and the latter' used to nin about .tiie 
calling his intended' by the familiar appalla|i^';ipj 
ii3SllS-4 (wife), tp the great amusement; ^ 
l^onts. Tho men sometimes repudiate tliefr, W 
j^thoiit ceremony, in case of real or supj^sed, bl^' 
bfehaviQur, as in. Greenland, but this does not 
pepajf- There was a considerable disparity 
i^tween many of the inen and th|^ wiy%;"|^; 
thusbnnd/bejng Hometlmes the oldest by Wepty, ?i 
.’pr-:||m%,-.iBnd, i^^is •■ also, jvhea , hp'',b*d. 
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i. ?~ it 'i ^ilT^ 


|5355*T?^.. .i 
RTiraM55«T»!imj 


^"at. fiit to bluster m tis taro, »fend wtb 
mosS women would probably have gained- ihis.ppfttitir' 
3at with , Tiiglink tbis would not do; ehe 8aw,‘rtt 
^puoe the absuidity of his bargain, :uid in8i8ied;"0il 
immediately cancelling it, which was accordingly’' 
and ^ more said about it. In generalj 

K (f(ji' 5 iSsband maintains his authority, aiid 
instances of supposed bad behaviour , in a. 
W obedience enforced in a pretty, 
it ii veiy rare, however, 'to ,^e. them 
;PPoceis®P> #08 extremity; and the utmost extent of 


a- hus®<ils: want . of tenderness 


■<iofBi 4 '^ili-g|OTe^ in malung hen leaff 

takes his own #hd 

rid^ly^fe^^ • Widows, ae'-iai^^^^^ expec^e^,- 
off aa,.,tim^e' whi^'^’^bands' 'hte 
difference Is ^«]pe^p|r' apparent' 
thfir doth^ which are usually vef^^idirty, thin, ani 
ra^ad’i.Waj& i'indeed they happen to havo ao 5 a#tt 
n^tim id ^te, as we. have already seen, is. . 


e'': y ft t ift li 

* srai i'us'iiffl *libili~«Ktfiyi ij 












fjBn^eflpjjiaeiils also, such as pareSj^s nurses Mactise : ■ 
>:iii:l.ii^^.. own country. Nothing ’-"fcood 

.,«^cee4' hhe kindness' w^tli^^Wldeh ' ^ e ^ trcafe their > 
•‘e&ildJ^S'iand this trait in their ch^j^i^fer deserves ' : 
tn >be the more insisted, on, becauseS^^^'ii^ 

. the only yery amiably one which tlwy poascss, 
rnust be confessefl, incluctl, that the ctMitleness and ,. 


docility of tile < hildreu :uv siiiJi i’*- tn c,ijcasU()i iueir ■, 
parents little tiouble, ajcj Im reiui: r ,se\ crity tus^’ards 
them quite unn'. cessai}'. Even 1 lom their earliest , 
infancy, they possess that quiet disposition, gentle- ^ 
' ness of demeanour, and uiicoinino«i'.fvenncs8 qI-’'! 
temper, for which in more mature age ^ey are 1^ 
the most part distinguislieii . 1 Hsobedierfee i^carcely 
ever knoM n, a v.ord or oven a look from a|^rent is 
■enough; and i never saw a single that*-,' 

frowarditj^s and disposition to mischief wlmih with ■ 
our youtii' so often requires the whole attention of d • 
; par^i't correct. Th^,^ever„ 

cry from trUli||g.aeci dents, an-i sometirn^. 9 <^C^^.^ 
from very ^^vergj hurts, at which an 
would sob iferAU , hour. It ic iude«^ as^ni^Hi^ 
%to sesj the iudiflfereiK’.e with winch, everi as tender 
infant^ they bear the numer.nia blows they acci-. 
’dentallY receive when C/avried a t tlmir mothers bao^^ 

■ They a;ro just as foncinf play ^ any other 
people, and of the -same^ kind ; only that.p^ilfe: 
;;ikigdish child draws a ca!t of wood, an . hkjuiiifadic^i 
qf i®e same ^e has a sledgeipf whalebone.; 

■ for the superb baby-house of form€a:^^;t]^.,.J^iip; 




WimaQ, ,al'',ii^-^.;.a.-t«^''^^ 

msij ^. tJifem iaviBg feoi&;i^t!^,.'^>,/lt^| 
v^tixi®’ 'tteett^atiobs iji life. 'sUeh as 
bov^ and!»'i«3rowS. Tbe drum or 
|<:i^tiofied by Gmtz, is dommon amongxbem, 

1 not. Oiil j' by tbo ftbildfon, but h} the H 

at Some of tbmr games. Tfci?? seaaetimdS 
K ^ihft edgiKJ of two strips of whalebone 

found their heads, just as ,<boya ,da..itt|| 
|i^a% to mteke the same peculiar humming 

Will dispose one piece of wooi^on apoth^r,;^ 
each n tnahner that the if^ind tur^ -IC; 
ttptind %e tbe ibrms of a windmill; and so of 
. bther of the same simple kimi These ate 
^ distinct "^ptt^efty of the children, who will 
. :.;times sell them while their paaSgnts look 
•, Ihterfei^g or expecting to be consult^ - - 
. ; When not mote than eight years old 
felteh by their fethefa on their sealing 
Wh^ic they begin to learn their future business > Sind 
iMeveh at that early age they are occasionally inteUst^^ 

1'^ bfin^- hoffife a sledge a»4 df^..J|pm' a djstahe^id^^ 

'/' vif^veral Hides over the ice^- • ■ ^. thfe age. 'nf ,..l^yf ii.^' 
a bby with his waterl^i^w Bohtp a 
in hilt^and'i:'^^ h/emidl 
‘'■-back, awsoTapanying": 



'‘^^p^ | ! | ^;:yrl|^.^n^w3lUti^ly.hfay 

,.^- fii^^ ’'-Ak^>'^aftetft-arJ>^ found- that. we,v.ii^re 
■ ■''^'•Happening ^ay td , '^1 
f^^i^^^&Yva^ida'{^SLlh.idt:), and pretend' th# Me 

■ tii 1 ^^j^B^&^n,*^ith ine on board the ship, T r^'cived 
sSpin^^he'^cdd .man, his father, no fuixer answer th^i - 
l^l^^lieented to bo very strongly and even satirically 
^^dtaplihllv ^ his taking one of -our gentlcnien by the 
i;aii4,,aMd calling him his son; thus intiinating that 

the MhptSnii which he proix'.sed was as leasiMo and 
as natHral as ray own. ■ 

• The custoin of adoption is carried to very grea^- 
lengths amotg*thc»o people, and served to expaain* 
to ns several a[>parent inconsistencies wdth : 

' to their relatiouahip.s. The atioptloii of a-'t^i^ 

7' civiliiied. countries has usually for its inotive eilMet 
■'. 41 tenderness for the/.d>je<jfc it3elf,-or hdme^atfwtioii.j;'^ 
' or pity* for its decoftsed, helpless, or unkl^wn 
' iyW*^u<is. Among the hiSguunaux, however, With',,, 
whom the two lust of these causes wottld pirove Mdh' “ 
..little eicitement, and 'the fast can have np 
, the .custom owes its origin entirely to the olmons^ 

■ -advantage of, thus providing for a ^U’s .nWti 

.. &isben(fo'^ih advanced ^life ; and it is eoi^n^tl|^ 
' confined^'i^ withMt e|^>tlou to tMd*«dop»^| 
>tof Iona, wifeyce ahrae xoife&te raaterially 
.-I'- 'Shi^ott of aM'hg6d'aTid-iisi^^^tcn.fe, ..-Wlto- 

‘ ■' '' 




It genis 

tjlim liveij with lus neii^ 
l^l^r ‘vm motlier, is some 
aiuy transfer having been maide,? 

Jltis parents should be* i 

krioi*N/’1fe^^^not^,is not always wi 
ledge any%u.t^^^0^ with whom la^'livRs 
imputing miifeh to the oat ' 
p^>le for their otfspnng, 1. ^ 

is certainly not rcmj^kaole- 
there would .s^eni, (ui the 'scdth^pf i^^^Ppl^Sess, 


otuev 


a dft/'T i'O <>f con.'idei al ioii io*: 


’sonj' t(?>auotiicf, whicii is seari?ely 
'fthespeneraf sellishiicss of the v p 

l^'thcre is rciison to suppose tK&C ' 

■^‘tliis ineafaire^s S(.)niotimi‘8 

fummuy of the' mother’s milk, and 

,pen:an& by the premature doath;'<3(f 

The agreement Seems to- L>e rd way*- 

the fathers, and to differ in no resp^'t dfealt- tl^es 

transfer of other properly.- except,^ that 

equal in M'dae the pioperty thusl^^^sed?^ , 

good s'-ose, good f.jrtune, or.'''-.ed-t6nsiye^,ilaii:^-pf 


SRofery 

differ * 




irnuvujii.-ils were iu 

way, from ':tho nmnber of sons adopt^' 

Toolemak, dei'-iving'-'pertiaps BdHae iraivali.tagpttc^K 

his qtialiGe.alion3ya3, i^getkooky'had^ 

negotiate for the ‘ adopti<)n,':''ii>f 

male children of t-he^tribe; a Jfewlfofb^ 

appeared the more~jiec<^ite(gt^dftJ|!^Q^^'V|^^^ 



own# beside# 
ptfs. Iti otie of 

|>i3^Wwieage of .■ r.-^ 

m Its own parents ■were'i^l u^Jiig^ 
lertain the motite for this <i|patiQ,4 .J 
general custom. ■*■ ’’ V 

' viour to old pe^e? 

ft useless an^bherefore burden* 
yty, the Esquimaux betray a'", 
daggpp ^51ffi"sAi^bility. bordering on iahums^ty, 

of an indulgent parent! 
»p[ who WHS very, ill during the 

"da?!^.' after day little rogurded. by 
'..'li^ll^^g^ujh'tef, and other r'datiye»»;e|^pt 
t.W^ pi ^l^^^^s'tate constituted, aB ■ 

to excite a \t^hi^; of -symp^!^;| 

f^n^j^l^nA«^'tor, « jounu-y of tgn miles' 

^ tt)‘ ,be''^^iprniM over the ice, they left him to- find, : 
f’h .^ a stick in the best, manner he could, 
yoinug and robust oneawSre many of them., 
skd|<ii .yherc is, indeedj no'doubt thaf^:.4 
■ j^lieir necps8i|^'«Sr mbd© of life retted a longer 

gurney th%n%^ould tfens have accom^khed, they 

%’Wpuld hjiVy^ushcd bn li^ tlyP'^fidsafis imd left a 
^:^t 0 1f^-ereafrj6 to' perish. 'vyae certainly 
Side^NLnl^bWt OU his ■^^if.i.support'him.-atLd: 

in-lfcat ^’s being a- very 
'tmt-.^!fe#t'-^fe' »o<3lyqrDoy8 to a maaCj^ 


*‘it;3ad| 

knsiiii 




, *v .■ ' - 1^. 

"HA Kwcli, longer^ IlluDieaj tlie motHer of i?€ST^<^jt»l V 
growE-up childi'en, lived also iii the $ame aparfidertt' 

. '^tvith her .yoiiiigeet son, and in the same hut 
“her other rela^ms. She did not, howc\er, inter- 
fere, as in Gro®j,nd, with the management of her 

■ son’s domestic ^m erns, though his wife was half 
lan idiot. She was always badly clothed,' and eyen 

in the midst of plenty not partieulajl|feA*tiBH,;^ei^ 

- receiving ev^0tjiing more as an act of t-harity tfi|io 
otherwise; andi'/'lEfes -'Will y)i‘ohal>Iy,_be Ics'^ 

■ attended to in pro})orlion as shn sta?i'.i;i hmfa in . 

tneed of. assistance. ' . ,*■ ■■ 


different t'airiilies appeal’ alway s tc live cOi 
«3good terlSs with each otiier, though each pi-c, serves 
^ite 'Ooim habiUition and property a.s di.sthif t and 
'ijidepUndent as any housekeeper in Erigiaud. The ‘ 
■'pejA^na living under one roof, who are gener|liy 
’ Closely feiated, maintain a degree of harmony atnoug 
themselves which is scarcfdy ever disturbed, i'he 
nittpre turbulent passions, which tviien untcBtrained 
l)y religious v»rine.ipie or unchecked by the dread of 
human punishment, usually croak; so much haype 
in the woiid, seem to be very seldom •‘xcited^ in 
the breasts of these people, which I'enders personal 
violenee or iinmoderate anger extremely rare axubng 
’ thpaii -aud ode may sit in a hut for a wdiole day' 
and never witness an angry word or look, v.xcept ifr 
•Itiving out the dogs. If they take an offeiicCj it is 
more common for tic; m to show it by the more (juiet 
ymethod of sulkiness > and this' they now a.n<J Wren 
jjirietl ;aa a matter of expetijfcient.with us. Okolook, 





this Humour,- 
in 'his 

3P».“ipp3K:i^a frequently r^eatbg 
'“ Goi^-hye ", as a broad hint to them tS6 go 
Toolc^al’Was also a little given to this mot^, 
n^eil retained it long, and there wfis no ma«ee 
mixel: wiffi his displeasure. One evcniiic’ that he 
HlenliJ:'ui^ (hPT"" '^ the Fury lie either otfcmled Mr. 

nr thooght that he haiL^^ eOj by this , 
% J^feumdu 1 ^ t all events, parted lor the 
mei^^ithout anji^n nial reconciliation. The next 
rolbiiig.Mr. Skiioch was awakened at an oinuau'^y 
early hear by Tool.ioii'e catering bie cabm, aart 
taking boid ot M? hand to shake it by waf of maky,, 
ing up the supposed quarrel. On a d.spo«teon 4u* ; 
uaiilly. Cblritable, what might 
Mudation and Christian prmciples efleet! Whwe 
a ioke is evidently intended, 1 never knew peDpl|s;. 
more ready to join in it than these are. If ndiculed 
for any pafticularity of manner, figure, or counten* 
dtice, they are sure not to be long behindhand ib 
:.:sfetbning it, and that very often wita interest. _ If 
were the aggressors in this way, some ironioai ' 

observation respecting the A'a6foon«3wasfi’^beutly, 

the consequence; and no small portion of 
■ wefl as irony jKas'-ttt times mixed with*fchetr 

In point of intellect, as well as disposition, gi^^ 
variety was of course perc^ibk among 
ferent individualei of this tribe; but few -olt itiwiS 


' weto granting id 

sess^ a doarrae of .diatintf 


qu 






t:< ‘ :JkC(feOT1?.^ OK. 


wiiob ift tlie. 

miiwm of cp'^ntry. liigUuk, tftdugii on$ of the 
Apiii^ble/ was pa^f kulatly , tiias gifted . ,\A^eri 


desire her luusbaijd. and ad! ^6 rest to Kold their 
tongues, and would generally.,. make it out? while 
they , Were pussgdiiig tlieir heads to no purpose* In 
I'etuTOiug.lier onswers,. the .very ex])resBion -of hot 
eoouicaauedjv though one * of the pjairiest amorjg 
tlieruj was aluHtsi itself suffie-kuii. to e‘>nvey' her 
meauiug; ajid tJiere waB/li(. these cases i\. peeulutr 
decisive energy in rtcr manner of sjm adding ivhieh 
.oxtreiriely in tores'*, ing. -.This .'^lanan would 

indeed have easily iearncH; .tmy tiling to. wbicln she 
yhpse to dire(t her atteatioii ;; ‘end hadl lier lot been 
£tist'4n-a ejvili7.ed country instead ol this ’(h'eary 
rcgi<]B, which servos alike 'to/;‘4Vet4c genial 
current of the soul/' and lM.)dy,. she ’would prcibahly 
have.. been a ^ery clever .pei*s<in.' For want o{ a 
suffh-ient ohjccg however, neither she n'or eiiy of iua* 
'r'rnnpa,nioiis ever learned -a d(»:.cn words of iinglisli, 
fv.ce.pt. our .names, with wbieh it was their 
lo-' 1 ) 0 ; familiar, a]}d which, long hr-.fore, we left 'them., 
.;.ny d);llrrci)u Id repeat, lliougli in ihteu' own style of 

p’''i>frjn';;iat:e.:. 

natni^^ auihoriyv of pa.jxmtB and, hus- 
brin.ds, these people appear, to admit ikv kind, of 
siyperiority _ Aioiig 'one another, except a certotp.; 
d6gt0^,pf sujiei‘.sl*itious^* 6 ^wence for their migetkQo]^^^'\: 
H^pd-tlieir breitJy- following the I'jaunsel ' or. st;e|j3 oi ' 
active Bcah^atcTier on their' hunting"' ex- 



cureioiis. Tke ^v'oTS iiW^i£g<ik, 
express ‘'master” and ‘‘lord” -ilif;; the 
trJWtiilitionsof tbe t^ripturea.t^bey^^erchotacqttaatited-.' 

with. One of the young men at Winter Iskiid ap- 
peared tp be consideied somewhat in the light of a 
servant 'to Okotook, living with the latter, imd - . 
< quietly allowing him -to take possession of aU :tne . ^ 
most valuable presents which lie received ui • 

Being a sociable people. 'they unite in considerable. .■ 
"ihuittbei's to form a settlement: for the wmtet; 

' mi the return of spring they again separate inM- 
several partie.s. each appearing to jboose hjs owp^ 
rbate. without regard bo that ot 

making their arrangements without the alightcst , 
disat^reement or difference of opinion that we could 
ever’discovet. In al! their ne .yemencs they 
be actuateti by one simultaneous moling that rs traly , 

^^SmSor as our arts, contrivances, and matenahj;;. 
mu.Ht unquestionably have appeared to them, and,.^ 
eager as they were to profit by this 
contradictory as xt may 

. upon us in many respects with profound contemi|^;,, 
“ intpnmg that idea of 

, :. iuduoi! liem, in common with the rest f 
nation, to call themselves, by 
hmUee, or mankind. One day, 

, ii„g.omeof the gear of i sledge, ekot^l^. 

a part ofi#t composed of a piece of our 
I BhaU never 

f ■;■ ;yi^. ■ wMcE . he mu.tteted- ■if ;BolMny.;,. 





!" ki toket), of the ifliferiority of our 

oeople-possosidag m tev oi the good tlnpgs of , 

. fife cm he thus <‘ohtented with the little aliottea 

'< ' tflit ^ . Ti r if -- ' ' ' ' ' • ' ' 

if '-lhe men. though low b stature, are not wanting 

' hi mwewW strength in proportion to tlwir ^e, Oir^| 
' iu activity and haBliue^.-w.;They are good and even ^ 
’ quick walkers, and oecaaionally bear much bodily 
, kigue, wet, and cold, without appearing to sut.cr 
r by it, much less to c«)mplaiTi of it. Whatever labour : 

•■' , they' have gone through, and with whatever success. 

; ,b °° individual ewx seems to 

himself the credit of havmg done moro,.^ 
c 'thatt his neighhoiu' for the general gooti^ Nor do I 


s^;go«QPive thc.rc i> rcuseu to doubt their •personal: 
oi'tofimge, though tiiey arc too good-iiaturod often Ur 
' - excite others to put that quauty to the - ft, 

• is true, they vviU recoil with horror at the tide oi an . 

probably cannot conceive wh^ 

• ^ indtuje one set of men delibe.rately anu v rth- .; 

, out provocation to murder another. Ww i*. hot 
their trade ; ferocity forms no pairt of the disposition 
of tW Estjuimaux. Whatever manly qualities they 
possess aro exercised in a different vvay, and ppt tv).iv, , 
i^ifflx iiiore worthy purpose. Thpy are fisheriUen, 

" nut wamdrs; buf 1 cannot call that man, a oou’ard 
“ who, , at the age of 'one-and-twenty, will attack a 
Polar bear single-banded, or fv^lessly 
, , ^)|feelf.to ffoatang ma^a # ;Ue3fclf;|nm «r 

«ind bay drift for ever from the .shore. ; ' , 





' . , V-;.. - .' , 

'JpOM'KSTiC BELAfrOj!r% 




If, ’iii ehcrf. are (^e8ci(‘nt In. some cff tlie 
highey yirtne®, as ti/ey -aro (‘ailed, of savage • tiftf, 
tbjiY are ecrtairdy free also from aome of . its blaekesl 
vices; and tlusir wuntj of l)rilliaijli qualities la fully 
couq>fcUbi‘i'.e., by tl. iso wUieli, whilc they dazsile ' 
do uiore i-er, ’(“• lo M>ciovy aTul more lamour to biuuafl .i' 
uature. If for iiiatanci-; iiie}, iiave not i.he mag- 
inanioiitv whicb would euahlc Limui t(/ (.tidure with- 
out a murirnir f !i»' most excniciati if*; (.uniiii;, neither 


. iiavc they the ferociou,-' cru.'.it.y u.dti'.s a, uiuq • 
to inflict that, torture on a helpless fellu’v-ereature. 
If tboir gratitude for favours bo not lively not 
lasting, neither is tlieir resentment of injuries inr- 
. placable, nor their hatred deadly. I do not ony 
vbere are not exceptions to tlii.s rule, tliough 'vv'se 
have mjvt-r 'vitnesr'cd any; but it o; assuredly not ' 
their g^'iujra! 'liaraeuer, 

When viewed more nearly, in their dt.»me8tic rela* ; 
th,ms, the eompnrison will, i believe, he stiii more 
ir; iheii' fa.-, our. it, is liere tv a so'iai beii'ig, as a ' 
iiiishariti fui'.! th.e lai.'iu.-r -if a, fuiuily, proiuotin^.'" 
V, iiidu hia own lit 'Je .sphere -the i'cnciit of th:.it com- .f 
Uiunity in wjheh rrovidom'o has ca.st his lot, tbat.,;,, 
, the moral character of a $a-vf.!,ge i.s truly to be .sought;- 
a.n<i who can turn without hoJTor from tlie Esqui- 
maux, peaces bh,- seated, after a day oLhonest labour,.:,; 
with hiri vv'lto and ..'biidren in their snow-buil^ hut, 
to the relf-vv'illcd and vj-ndicLive Tn(h;m, wantoldy 
plunging his d.-igger into the bo.som of the helj^es^-' 
Woman whom nature bids himychcrish and pro^cj; 1 
" Of the few ai’ts possessed ^ this simple peppley 







smnjt afycoA^hns already-Bean gi’ 
tidto ht ^ifc'gptrious ujaplemeots. 


tiiey to boast Vben compared 

lying under eq^ual disadvantages as to’scs^- 
tools and materj.als. As earpentelB, they 
(Cari flcajf pieai^'^l'ood together, secure them 
"^h pins of whallboiw nr ivory* fashion the timbers 
of a canoe, shoe a J^^K^nd rivet a scrap of iron 
into a spear or arrdWi®3.' Their principal tool is 
the knife (panna), and, 'edh^ering the e«ellence 
of a great number which they possessed previous to 
ottr intercoiw^ with them, the work they do is 
remarkably coarse and clumsy Their very manner 
of holding and handling a knife is the moot awkward 
*>;^t can lie imagined. For the purpose of boril5l|E' 
holes they have a drill and bow so exavtlj? like odfe 
own that they need no further description, except 
that the end ci the drill-handle, whicsh our artists 
‘jdpee against their breast, is rested^hy these people 
l^hs’t a pifMSii of wood or bone held in their mouths, 
and havin;^^favity fitted to rece^ye it. With the 
i§<li|^.they well acquainted, but bad 
of this kip^jiat possession bette” than 
' |iieee,p| iioi|» ’‘^e or two small Euiopean 
la^tteC to ladles in a contrary direction 
Fthatf is, to % used like an adjj^ p ^rm 
whi<^ according to the obsdrvi^ititpi^of a«^veller* 
well to judge, savagw^^'lii^generar prefer. 

It was Jlltnt these people steamed qr boiled 
liopd in to j^ nd it for fashioning the rimfccrs 




'fishemeu or seani^^jiiiey mii 
<»r. seizing with snliil^^^itrength 
^f|i^«/l^tuity, and .are. acquainted with.-sBes^^ of the 
’lai^ aitojjle and ser?i<^able ihtots in use aifiong, us. ? 

aiU however, the naeB§1|^j>' 

^hsery^il^. that the ingien^lP^ii^n the'%iind||^^ 
' hot itt^ the executio|E' ' The ^perience of s^es 
^Tei’th&in to adopt tlie methods, 

their pr^tice at handicra^' has gone no further 
than aWplute*!ipee«^ r^iires; they bestow little 
labour upon neatness^ or #rnameilit. - 

In some of the few ails practised*''^ the women 
there is much more dexterity displayed, particulai'ly 
ryin that iraj>ortarit branch of a housewife’s business, 
sewing, w^ich even with their i>wii clumsy needles 
'■"■'vk bone they perfcqp with extraordinary neatness. 
They had, howlV^ several steel needles . of a three- - 
cornered shape,^/^hich they kept in a very eph*;r 
venient case, cuiliisting of a strip of lather pa^ed; ; 
throvtgh a hollow bone and having its j|nd remain;- J 
iug out, so that tho needles vvbi> h are .ft-tick into it 
■may be drawn in and out' at-,ple,^_§ure. '“^ITheSi^l^^ 
were sometimes ornament^ and 

' thimble.? of leatlier, one of-%ldc£t-^^%wiftg^''if^^ 
on the first finger, are usually afcfetraed 
gether '?^!^ a bunch of narrow spoofis and' ot3|i& 


small ftr^ies Ife^ 
u^ is the sine*^ul 


[’ltd be lost The thread ;jthey: ., 
le reindeer {took^ 
or, wlMk they, cannot pre^te this, 
of neitiek. This may be| ’ " 
different mzre, according to i 


W) 









is certaiiijy a a^tnii^Wfc 

%ife> 'ic^etlier with any othei- ar^cles .of & am^r '. 
kind, tlifey keep ij^littie bag^ which are.*i^nn«^^es 
made of the skih.s of birdi| feet, disposed with lihe 
claws downwards in .;a very neat and’ tasteful man- 
.ner. In sewing, the point of the needle is entered 
' dray?n through in^a directioii towards the body, 
;hhd hot from it -oi tow^rda one side, as with our,, 
■iSeinptstrcpsos. They, .sew the (leei-sl«4us with S. 

‘'round seam”, .end’l^iy^ater-tight boo(;.s and shoes 

• 'are “ stitched The latter is performed in a very 
'-adroit and efficaeiouH manner, by putting the needle 

only half through the substance of oJie part of the . 
,'sdal-skin, so as to leave no hole fer admitting tho,'^ 
•'water. In cutting out the clothes, the .women do ■ 

• it after one regulai- and uniibrni pattern, which pro- 
, ba'bly descends unaltered from,generatio)i togenera- 

tioE. The skin of the deer’s head is always Made 
tg foi*in 'the apex of the hood, while that of the neck 
^ and sbouldets comes down the back hf the jacket; 

1 ipd BO of every .other part of th4, aui^^i, whic% is 
appropriated to its particular portion of the dress. 
,T«) soften the sgal-skins of which the boots, shoes, 
are made, the women chow them for ^h 


hbiir or two |ogetber, and the young girls are often 
seen employed in thus preparing the materials for 
their -Mothers, d’he covering of the canoea is at 
part df the women’s business, iii which good wbrk- 
raahsfiip'is eSpecially necessary to render the v^hoJo.. 
smooth dhd water-tight . skins, tyhfoh are ; 
those of the ntitkk only, are prepared by ;iterapihg 






-fer ,■ ' 

th<kii out'tight.on a itate- 

-tl^ over the lamps or for a^ertd < 

da^ '^^fy ; afid after t|^a they to toil cKew^ jby 
the *^ to^ca to make them .fit for workiflg; • S 
di^sifeg of leather and of skins in the hfur ie 
which the women 4ave brcrught to no imKmiidaraWej- 
degred'Of perlbc.tion. ,jph^v perform this by first 
>.lean®ng the skin flom as uiuch of the fat and. 
fleshy matter as the ooi^^'iir take off, and then 
rubbing it hmrd foiy sev'eM hourj# witii it blunt 
Sj^apbr, called ddMSt, so as nearly to dry it. It is 
itlien put into a vessel containing urine, a»d left to ; 
' steep a couple of days, after which a drying cOifi- 
pletcs the. puocess. Skins tlreHi.cd in the hair to, 
•however, not always thus steeped; the w<nnoii, iu^ 
stead of this, .chewing Uteni for hours {ogether. till t 
- they are quite soft and cl<‘;iii. Some of the leather ’■ 
tihus tlressed Jooked neariy ;is well as ours, and the 
hai*" tvas as firiuly fixed 1.o the pelt; but there was 
ifitAWs resp^^ct a ^ery great, difference, according to 
. tSe art or attention of the housewife. Dyeing is an*,^ 
art wholly unknown to them. The women are veryk^ 
■ expert at platting, which is usually don'" with three".'.? 
threads of sinew; if greater strength is i‘equire4',j^ 
several Of these are twisted slack iy together, as in^'i 
'fhe iiow-ktrinjps. The quickness with wliicb. Botne.;^^ 
of the wbmeu plat is really surprising : ami it is 
that they do so, for the quantity ic:|nired for .the,J 
bows alone would qfterwise becupy h;df the 
'■VcomplqitiBg.it;. ^ 



" ‘"Ji may Ije supposed that among so cheerful.-lt 
people as the Esquimaux there are many games oJ 
sports priit'tised ; indeed, it was rarely that we viskM 
their habitations without seeing some engaged in 
them. One of these our gentlemen saw at Winter 
Islspd, on an occasion when, moat of the men were 


absent ,fiom the hute on a sealing excxirsion, and in 
,.|h,is Iligliuk was Ine chief, performer. Being re- 


^^fisted to amuse them in this way, she suddenly 
unbound hot . hair, platted it, tied bot h ends to- 
gether % keep -it on t^ of her way, and then, stepping 
out intd'.the ihiddle of!, the hut, began t.o raalce the 
most hideous face.' that ciuj be conceived, by draw- 
ing both lips into Iber mouth, poking forward her 
•chin, squinting- liightfullyyocousionajly .shatting one 
eye, and movinj^ law head om side to sfiiJeaH if her 
heck had been dislocated.' This exliihis -ou, whicli 


'"tSfey call ay<ikU-tak--^^<',^ aiji'l wldch b evidently 
lioiilidered an . hecomplishment that few of them 
‘posai^BVin peifcctioh, distorts every feature iu the 
-'hop-iole niiaacer imaginable, and would, I 
thSk,' 'j)Ut our most skitfid ..horsey-collar gi-intiers 
qiiile onf of conute-nauce. 


<-'yl^hse in^vt pe.ri'ornmnfje (iousisti? i'u looking siua<l- 
fastly and giavcly forwiird and repeating^, he words 
k1bdk-ta/i<ik^ heibd-h'ibo, M-hnri(j-e-^id-tb-Mk,hchang- • 
enutoerky drudtiimd^fwiakma/ui the order in which 
they are hen' pl-i< ''<l. but each at least four times, 
and always by a prcn'lar modulation pf the voice, 

'Thn 5'auio, JU) vi i'i) as those of the otter (jamea I suit now JescisSijn}'. 
is givftii in the poraon amgnlto* of tbo'vfjrb \imd t<f ilto 

|K5iiomiauoo. , ' „ - 



^ 


g.-_them,iii pairs, m 

','yity is mu*!®-, to pEoc6fi<i £f(M^ •ffco 

JisssmbfiJig voiitriloqttisitij.'tO 
aa approach, ' After the lasjfc am^cei*^^ 
■'ilie^fe.iltways pointed with box finger towai^ J^V:^ 
bo^yii afid prononnced thei.word aw^oi^oi, ate^dyt',^; 
yhiaiibjng her gravity for five^or six secilads^j^^^l 
then horstiog into a loud lati^, in which she 
joined by alfthe rest. The women sometimes psg 
ducc a much more guttural and unnatutul souhu, 
'repeating principally the woi^ coup? ■ 

ling them as hefore, Jind s^^ng iu'Sw^ .a manner 
as xo make their t^ hm^t out of 

their sockets «*|S!f^Wi;;?wo or more _ of ;, 

them will someSra^s 8tat|d ^ip^face to<^ce, and wth 
great quickness resptmd to eaeh . 

keeping such exaiit tlin^ .i&t fhe sound appears j 

come from one thro^ ihsteftti of .several. Veiy l"'^’^ 
of the females are possessed of thishecomplia^ 
which is called 

uncommon to see of ydnng^*|S,,^ 

pra^itisiug it. *' A>’ thij;ir>^aTt of the gamO, dlSt ^ 
guished by the woid Jbctfi^J-poJbe, consist only.’ ^ 
falling on'e.'ich knee alternately, a piece of 
wliich they perform- with tolerable (luiebness, pon>j| 
sidering the bulky and awkward nature of 

drem '* ' . ' 

The last -kind of individual exhibition was, 
■Am^foraned by Iliglink, to whom in this, aa in 
^ ey^hing etee, the other Women tacfrly acknOW| 
^■;;.4edgea^’thwr'ihferiority, 








■■ wV ,:v-- ,.■'■■■■■■ ■i^-^';U : .{ 

'mad- letting' her /arras. 

.'bending her body very m'txc'h for'wsw^/jB^^j^’'' 
extreme violence, as if her whole Irabjil^’ 


I be^ strongly convulsed, ntWing at the saniff ' 
le, in wild tone of voice, some of the unnataiid 
i^unds. tjefore mentioned. i /v;! 

. . Tliig being at an end, a new exhibition was eonir 
4 mmoe^ in which ten or twelve -wonien took a part, 
^ii^td whnjb onr gentleinen compared to blindman’s- 
J buff. A iarcfe being formed, and a boy despatched. 

■ to look out at the door of the hut, Higlink, still the 
^^rincipal actress, placed herself in llie centre, and 
l^^ter making a vari'*(y of gulhiral noises for about 
^'ihalf'a minute, slnit Ii.t c^os, and ran fd.iout till she 
, h^ taken Isold oi.' Uio. 'd : ’i. ■.■■liiv!'. M'hos^ business 
•.it'tben iMjcanie to rake hcv si:atioii jn {l,)e ceutre, >.o 
:;lhat almost eveiy woman in liei' turn os-.cupied this 
. poati and in her own poculiai' xvay, cither by distoiv 
;tion of countenance or other gestures, performesd her 
part in the game. Thth continued three* (quarters of 
an hour, and, from the precaution of plasfmg a look- 
;' 0«t, who was witharawn when it was over, as well 
. as from other indteaiions, there is reason to believe 
tdiat It is usually performed without the knowledge 
of . their busbapde, Kaoongut was present infeed - 
on "this occasipni^b^t his age seemed to render him' 
a privileged pemoBt^Mbeades which his own wjfe .di^ , 
not join-in the game. 

The m<»t (ppmnion. amusement, however^,]^ 
%Mch thf^ i^banda made no objection, 


.fi' :'b. 






'M 




to call tM 


yn th^ fr jgArijfttjy, remaftiiiig quite stilt wWlet)ito^|;|^ 
, 'vraillif^'rc^d within tibe circle; his body w.sa rafeheif'-l 
l^irt fiSrward, his eyes sometimes closed, his arms „ 
constantly moA ing up aud down, and now anu then ', 
hoarsely vociferating a ■word'br two, as if to inci ea^ 
the animation o.f .the singers, wht^ w'henever he did fj 
tliis, quitted the chorus and 'rose into the words ofe| 
the song At the end of -teu minutes they aU left 
off at oiK C, ntui, after one minute’s interval, com- 
men<;cd a second act precisely similar and of equal;-, 
duration, Okotook <’.-.rjunuing to invoke, their Mpsa ' 
as before. A third act which followed- this varied.^ 
only in his frequently tow^s the clofe-.^ljowing -t 
his'feet up before and (dapping^his hands tb^th^i-g 
' *by which exertion he w/is thybwn into a violenfe^ 
perspiration, .He then retired, desiring a 
man (who, as we were informed, wto the only 
vidftal of several then present thus qualified) 
his place in the centre as master: , of cerem^ 

Vk'hen the B^e .anthss as be£|^ ug®ih* 
th?«?tt|d»' A^r thih <ie8cripf ' 

Slit 


■liK "’ ' VJ 


r - '' 

^j|■ ',ean■'be 




' performanf'-o. , * 

The J^nimaux women and childreti often aixinse 
■'j^eifiseLjes with A game not unlike onr “ .^kip- 
rope”.. This is ijerformed by two women holding 
the ends of a line and whirling it regul.irly round 
and rounds while a. third jump« over it in the middle 
i. according to the following uj-der* — She cornnu-nees ; 

jumping twice 015. both feet, then alteniately - 
;^ith the right and left, and next four times with - 
'Viiie, feet slipped one behind the - other, the rope 
‘■passing once round at each jump. After this slic ' 
'performs a cirele mi the gi-oni.d, jumping about balf- 
■ a-dozon times in the course of it, which bringing 
; her to her original position, the same thing is 


■JEiepeated as often as it can be done without entSng- 
;^Iing the line. One or two of the women performed 
. this* wilfc considerable agility and adroitness, eon- 
slderihg the clumsiness of their boots and jackets, 
and seemed to pride themselves' in some degree on 
■ the (juaiification. A second kind of this game 
/■ieonsists in two rfomen holding a long rope by ite; 
/i^hds a,hd whirling it round in such a manper, 6v<?r 
.|he heads ot two others standing dose together 
..Siear the middle of the bight, that each of these shail 
„-j«mp over it alternately. The art, thoreforoj^n^b^ll^, ; 
ia indeed eonaiderable, depends more on fclioEHit jB^I^’ ^ 





mtj; Vwjjte 


liig t&e h<^^^gi 

biilig^ to’kei!^ fi^ct titrtey'^'ot^er to fcb ready foi* .. 

tiiiJjjdpe. pass&®^T3nd«r,tli^ti’ feet. ,- ^ '> 

■.The whole' «ft^ae-..^ople, M^especialiy ’tlie;- 
ypoiDife, 'ti'Ve foiid‘’’*<5'i'...t3Susib) d)i.'t/k vockt tmd iostiu- 
meiilsftl. ^ Some of thbidi 3iai|;ht' b . saol to be. passion-, 
as^hyao, removing their liair frt.nn oft tiicii' ears aud/-s 
bendihg their hoy da forward, as if to 0:0 .t the sounds, 
more distinctly, whenever we amused '..fom tii this 
manner. Th»-‘ir owti luusn' is (mtirely voeal. unless 
iiideed the drum or tambourine before mentioned be 
.eotisidered an excepfeion. ' ' ■ 

• TJk! voices of the women are soft and feminine^,, 
and when feinging with the nnm are pitched itjp 
octavo higbor than theirs. ‘ They have most of them^ 
so far goOih caiv-i that. in. whatever key a song IB,, 5 
coinmen<;ed by ojic of thorn, the ret-t will always 
join in jxu'fect uiil.-^on. After singing tor ten minutes,, 
the key trad usually fallen a full semitone. 
two of them,, of whom lligliuk .was one, could catgh;j’ 
the tnue as pitched by an instrument t which 
it lUtliciilt for most of them to complete the writing 
of the notc.“, for if they once left oli they were sure ^ 
to rc.conmii'oce. iu some othc^ key, though a flute; _ 
or violin were playing -at the time. ^ 

During the season pas.'^ed ar Winloy Island, war^^ 
appears ^o.havc iieen a healthy' one. to the Esifuithafi^a 
wc had little opportunity of becoming acqumnb^ 
with tiio diseases to which they are subject, .0^ 
subsequent interc<iurse with a greater atttflbe^;|)f.;. 
. these people at Igloolik havm^Jttnfortunat^y J 



fliimeroua and 

|K;ati1enTuvl 

of more favoured ciim%? t^e;>%'^Hy ~ 
maladies is, as iniglit d ^ 

limited- But, unfortunately, tS^t iiupyoi^en^!® 
wiiifciii ,;is so reiuarkaWff it) tlicir- l-.inired +rdjei. is - 
tliem, prca:4‘'{igtjin»t Jessoiis 

• of. jKttw experierK'o th«*y. ,;:.re doorrfi^ t'O endure. 
v'^d^E^ato excesses and piivivtionB^^iM'k their pi^i- 
i '^ess through life, and wnsequent.inw^i ih one or 
ai)io>&ef shape is an active agcirt ih e^cting as 
iHtJeh' mischicP amongst. ‘‘the in as tlife dfeca^S ahoyo 
allnded to'procmce in other countries. , The mortality 
arising fi’<.)iii a few (^fseascs and wretchedness {torn* 
hmed seems sufficient tp* check anything like a 
progressive iiiiu-ca-se of. their. nuiBi)era.^ 
propoi'tion of deaths i.o hirtha that oi.'cnn’cd duiing* 
tim p^od of our interc'oi.i’se with tliem ha.s alrc^y 
been ittpticed. 

“ It is don|)tfnl in what proportio.u tlie mortah^ 
js direAtly oeoasicmcd .by disease, f e w perhaps ffiC 
in. the strict sense of the term, a natural death. A 
► iuiE^ed person of either sex rarely dies ndthouf 
tlcaving. d^titute a |toont, a widiow^f.,^ > :|6lplos» 

■ lemajs inifo# To .b©: depriyed. of u^|3%tada^,i% 


■'ll' 


|';^;!^;-;'wj4oiir 'Wd ‘Wo ''or tlW®' 

'the neglect -^d 

jeered ^t'the;''cfeaimaBdnre ''!^'>i^^ 
'el their hunsime rndhs-vo^^^^ 
t'gfdW^Wl^iWe eonaidejed as worthier • 

4 * first' Communication witii these people 6^' 

^ ^ihti»«» %|Ah‘d gave US a mcare favourable impression ■ 
i%fWW g®ii®ral hpidth than sul>seq's«: 4 t experience 
Ihercj however, they were not firee feou 
"jitfekTu^- A r^iil ' affection in the month of 
February became ' generally pievsil'ent, from whskm 
'they readily recovered after the eiciting carm^— r 
intemperancG and exposure to wet— had ceased to 
operate. A solitaiy instance of pleurisy also occurred, 
which probably might have ended fatally Gut fetf 
lamely assistencc. Our intercourse with them in - 
. the summer ■whs more intonupied; butnt ojetr occar ‘ 
siouai meetings they were observed to be eiijoyii^;,; 
excellent health. ' It is {rrobjible that their cerW^j' 
v8Uj)plies of food, and the nomad • kind , of life they ^ 
ilead in its pursuit during that season, are favourable 
healtli. Nutrition goes on actively, and aft 
f-astofti^Ging increase of strength andf " fnllne^ 'i^ ' 
f^trired. j Active diseases might noWr^ looked ; 
I Wjji 'that the power? of natur? are ' jprbvideutas^ 
^i^ted with,.,€^ect. • . ■• ^ '■ ■' ' 

onliiilted use .of s1dm|kting amj^al 
axB ^'-frdtA'.ixi^ancii fed. 


P^Sie g^ukkly' yield ttr^thc; inia'eased-^E^j^toi 
l^Ood, asid au active iiemorrbage rclieveft the 

the same continiie. te be ,i^t^ m ' 

‘iat' ^quent iii^ervals, anti ai'ft dblteXs^ ^ .sitESl^ . 

a kind ef vjc<ariou8 •^enafflffhago at‘;len^||\ 
becomes '^tablished by habit; /mipersediug the; 
iTit»ry;eB.ti 93 Q att, and having no ainall yliare in,;, 
ijiaihtaiD3&g a balHiice in 'the <;irculating systenl'; 
The |yhfeiiomcnoft is too constant to have escaped 
,:the|i-hhservatipn of those wljo have visittid 
'dhife^nt Esquiinanx people; a party of iIhoi has, 
ii^sfid rarely Iwf it stcn that did not exhil'K' cwo or 
'three, instiipced ol thi; ♦a(;t. ■ „ „ 

■“ About- the month of September ilie ai>(>roa*'h 
fof yrfnter ipdttced the Esquimaux at Jgloolik to 
abaa^oo" their .^nts and to retire into their more 
village. The majority were here crowded 
' Jhtto huts qif.a permanent construetioji, llio materials 
'comp<')sing the. sides being stone.s and the bones ul 
whales, and the roofs bciiig formed of skins, tuvt, 
■hhd.snow; the, rest of the people were lodged in 
' haow-hnts. For a while they continued very }i«i,lthy : 
.in fact, as long aa the temperature of the interior 
did f ot exceed the freezing-point, the vapour® of 
^ie sbmppphere congealed uiibll the walk, and the 
liir, seinmned and tolerably pxire; lajsides, their 
■ Intt^-frozen winter stock of walrus did iiot at this 
^,time teropt .them to indu^their appeto irfiQQi 
hdtsrately- Januwy thlj%pperature 


some 

^;i 4 i.^'<ti^o‘S pfe^, and ttese circudistances^.^^iotm^i^^ 
^ ]|isrfc»]^ witt some suj)erstitiou3 eustonif».'of wh|0^5 
. were ignorant, seemed the signal for g?,viag 
'' to' sensuhiity. 'I'he lamps wore i^nmulated aha'' 
tba Settles more frequently replenishM, and gluttony 
■ in its most disgusting form became for a while the 
order of tlie day. The i'>qnlmaux were* now seen 
wallowing in tilth, while some sm-feited lay.stretclied 
.upon their skins enormously distendcil, and with 
tb'eir friends employed in rolling tluui aboisfc to 
aj|Ri 6 t the operations of opprcs.se(l nature, - -The'toofa 
of their huts were no loiiger congesiled, hnt diipping^ 
wito wet and threatening speedy dissolution, - The. 
air was in the bone- huts dump, hot, and, beyohd 
silfferance, ofrGn,sive witli putrid exbalatio'us from 
the hip!;: iii;.'' relies of offals, or other aniroai* 
neith r, permii.ted to remain from year -to-' year', 
uudi.^'i mlHid in those horrible sinks. . "■ 


" What the eon.sequene.es might liuya bpeti ■ m 
this state of affairs long eontmued, it js not dithcult 
to imapne; but, fortunafely for them, an early aiid'5 
gradual dispersion to(>k place, so that by the end of^' 
jaiiuary few individuals were left in the villu^ji' 
The rest, 'la divided bodies, established themsclyti'i 
in snow -huts upon ‘"*15 smne distance froxgi 

the land.« Before tfaiii change had been comiplnttsd^': 
disorders of an inflammatory character bad apiioaTOdi'; 
A/few went .away sick, a 0 iaew:ere. unable to 
I. fthd* others taken ill jagqn the fee, and we heard' ol; 
the d«ftth of severd ahouf this,|(pripd. _ ' r ! 







■ th$-^^ceptioa '<if 

t Mck or j^effl^pos'edj^^OTQ ilie ab6ve“imme|lV-C!Jii®i^; f 
to sickness; many 'of theui were 4^0 de^kaent , 
clothing to meet th6,rig6r6us Wj9i^^te tbat ^piowedi' 
Nevertheless, afl:-;.i- Uii,- viQ|#fe '|M^tein©Bt ha^ . 
pJl^ed away, a ( ouipa’-itively- gip(^ cOUditioii of. 

. I^th wfts enjoyed tor the reniairttler of the winter'; 
‘.and spring mom, hs. , " 

>\ f’’ Xheir distaucie the ships at once prcii-luded ’ 
,,any effectual assistance being rendered them at their v 
%nt3, and thejr ror)iova] on board with Hafeti}t|. t lie , 
complaints <.)f tliosc aho died at the huts, therefore, «' 
did not come uu«'icr observation. It appears, ho Wi;*:,, 
; ever, to have been acute inflairirnfition of some oj ' 


the abdominal viscera, very rapid in ita cateer, , In: 
t!ie. generality the disease asshthed a more insidious 
and bub-a.cute form, umler whicii the patient lingered 
for. a while, and was tlien either tiarrii.d off by a 
diarthcea or slowly recovered by the powers of 
natta-e. Three or fona individuals who, with sohie- 


risk and trouble, were btought to the ships, we wterb ; 
pro videi||iaUy instrumeh till in recovering; but riVo 
otheip, almost helpless petieuts-, were, so far exhausted i 
..before their |fcg.val that tbe endciiVours nsed 
uii8uc<'e8sfuJ;-'’jliiid death was, proliably hatehedeby:: 
their rcmo.val. ' 


'■ A bdominai and tliorai ic. inflammations, in fetch 

f • V ' 

f^eem ta bfe fchS oialy active diseases they hay& W : 
cneoanter; Whore a spontaneous recoyery dues ttoi. j 





prove -fatal ift, h short ';' ■•■ W 

among them of chr<aiit3 segueia tof 
^3^;^,ini)Iamts occurred ia an- dll^|nan aiaa;Osfc..ift ; 

whose feeljJe remains of life were #a^(a^ -s 
tai^y #» hlceration of the Ixirjgg. 

- ; exanthematous disorders met 

?aur.m|servatic>m’ case of --'ihlepsy was' 
seen ii|, a deaf awl4«mi) boy, who (.-viMituaily d^d. 
Chronic rhenmatiain occurs, Imt it is care and not. 


seveto. 1 have some doubt in i^ayiug that scurvy 
exists among them. A ^li.ses^se, hcivvc\c.r, havia| 5 .'a; 
close affinity to it was witnessed, but as fn the only ' 
CH«e-.that came 'fairly under our notice % was oom'S'" 


plicated with tlie s^rmptoms of a previous debifi- 
■fating di.sease, the diagnosis was difficult. During • 
the pfitieut 8 recovery from cue of the. abdominal' 
attacks above' nienlio-n-.d, tht- gums were -observed 
to be spongy, separated from (ju.. r.eeth and refertod, 
bicoUiiig, and in various parts ])rc8enting the livid' 
appeal'd! loe of seorinitic gums. At the same periddl? 
arofec pains of an anomalous description, andof ooh^'i 
siderable severitv' aliout the shoulders and thorax^y 


These gradually yieidod as he recovered strength, 
but weiA .sjueceetled by other pains and tenderness 
of the bones and muscles of the, .thighs and fegS. i 
The citric acid' was given to him,.fd^ely from the 
Inigimiing, anfcii it interfered with' his appetite and 
bowels, when- it -was omittiah 'lopical a] (plications 
wej-e at the same time ttsed, and afterwards con- 
.tinned. Signs of amendment ; appealed before' ^ 
jbecame necessary to withhold ^le vegetable Ihidld 





by. impatience of control^ 1%, 
in before he had 
we ■ saw hinx; pa ^ 



times alterifanls in a progressive ^ 
went; arid;, t^^ugh yet weak, free from fIpPbutic 
symptom's.' Another instance oljcred ia a woman,' 
whom I saw bat oiicei^ Her gums were spongy ari<l‘ 
reverted, but not disco|riared ; her countenance 
;.®lIow_, lipa pale, and she ’’fafi'ered under gea'erjll- 
■’^ebility, without local pain' or rigidity of the limbi^r 
'^e remained in^ this state for -a long tune, and;'' 
' eventually, as the wc/ather improved, recovered' 
■Witliout assistance. ! 


“That alFection of the»'pjfea known by the name 
of snow -blindness, is extremely frequent among.; 
these people. With th^ it sparcliyj^eVer goes 
beyond painful irritation, whilst ‘ aniong strangers 
inflammation is the prinsequence. 1 have 

not seen, them 'Srae any ^oth^fi remedy besides the 
P exclusion of light; but' as "a prav^tive^' a wooden 
;%ye-8cfeen is wont/'Tery' simple iodili construction, 
consisting of a olp ved piece lef .w®od six or scA’cn ■ 
.r. mebes, long aM ten or itwcl'V'n lines broad, it I* 
tmd oyer the eyes like a pair of sjn-ctacles, beipg 
^dfeted to the forehead and iio.^, and hollowed rint 
/^to mVorit dhe motion-, of the eyelids. A few rdy® 

• of light only are admilifeed through a narrow slit ap 
‘^'inch loiig, cut^opposite tWfeach eye. This contriv- ; 
.. 'aitco is mori' einipje and quite -as efficient as the ' 
ymore heavy one possessed' by some who h^Ve been 



1 fortuiiate eaotigh to acquire t^' 4!' d for the purpose. 
Thi| is irierely the. foriner metruraent compUcatjj/^ 
additiori of a horizontal plate projecting 
■Mihree i>T foo*- inches from its upper lifiLi, like the 
peak-^f d jockey's cupr Ixi Hudson’s Strait the 
iafcteriis cSijipmoij/ an the , former in Greenland^", 
vrhere- also wc arfe told they ^weiir with ad>"antage 
the simple horizontal pesik alone. 

'“There arc U|:>uu tha whoii; no people more 
. rjcst'tqte of curative i£iean.s than these. With the'., 
‘oxeeptiou of the hemoriiiage already menti-oned,' 
which they duly appreciate, and have beeu observed 
" tp excite artidcially to cure headache, they are'.; 

ignorant of any rafioual method of pr(jcuring relief 
Mt has iiot been ascertained that they use a single,-, 
herb raedicinally. As prophylactics they wear i 
nmulefca, which are asually tlic teeth, bones, or. hair e 
of some aiiimah the more rare apjiarently the.niore' 
valuable. In' ab.so]ute sickness. the)/def>€Hd entirely ' 
their Angefckooks, 'who, they persuade them'' 
selve,s, have- inditence over some submarint; deities , : 
who govern tlieir destiny. The muDimerier; of these 
impostors, corisistiug in pij|tend''d cohsuilaritmti vritli 
their oracI(;.s, are lookc*! |ipon with coniideuce, and 
their mandate.s, however absurd, soj crstitiously 
submitted to. These are constitute, d of uiauea.aing 
ceremonies and prohibitions :J0nera^ aifecting the 
diet, both in kind and mode-, but never iii '|uautifcy. f 
Seal’s flesh is forladden, few instance, in one il'.«!'!ase, 

, that of the walims in the other; the heart is denied,.* 
to spme and the livejjj^to oth^i A poor woman, ; 5 



0 


!i|i fflmi^ <^-'at 'iaymg aateB, ,by 'jniiitaltei i; 
^iwijlDbl^d in bis ■wM'a’s kettle. ' ■'•’-■ 

eliarlaunerie, altliounk «>"e maiy ridieiile 
:tUe imposition, is U'>t. b.uivc.vf?' v.'.‘. (m-vh., »« 

TKith us, n pusiiivf f..vu. ui i,!c.' ia>.;oii- -..ui tka;. • 
■me<liesl sit, it j.rovcs gtMioraUy iuuuxiouB; wime 
=i^ar^ f. inatanees it must ite a soucce of peal ben^}%l 
tod comfort, by buoying up tiie sick spirit 
igitofidetit bopesuf recovery , and eveutiuilly enabljlig . j 
vital powers co rise superior to the mslau,^* , 
lifent without such support, the sufferer might ha^ft.; 

umler its weight. It attempted to ^soer-;' 
tain whether climate effeoted any jJiJfeFonce thy 
auimal heat betwisiep J;hem end ourselves by S’®* 
queutly muiking tim temperatunj oi the mouth ; wt 
tlie experimunt-B -Srere uSpessarily mado, as oeoasbli.: 
e^tod, under suoli vari(m« Btates of vaRcuiar 
meat, as to afl'ord nothing cousluaive, As it . 

&eir temperature varied from hV to l(iP , ooinyid- 
mg I^tty nearly with our own imder HtWHiar 
eu^umstanoes. Tiie pulse oflerod nothing singulftft 
i^K‘-piay h^vc rtfiiitU’k thtsxv iix io.&py h'lciir, 
vrdui^ a patoliarity about the eye. amouBtdog Id.. 
aoBiO instances to deformity, wldch I havfi vjlh' 
httptM-.ed elsewhexe. It eouaists in the' 
of the ry.c bdnfSentirt-ly covei^id % ft dnplicftl^^ 
r; Of ‘;the adjacent iloose skin of the ^eljds u.ud imse.;. 
, 'This feid is lightly stretched {>v'er the edges of tJiO 





m it iireBBj 

. piiipe*' ■ ‘-Tije 

■ ■' soae^hat pjrrijfori^, 

'3,i;>y ''^' H.Tigle ' formed wheiV ■i;he;^ .^id/'.cfftl^ y#* 
dF the low-er palpebMi. , -Thint F 
■4®p«dd^! Tipoti tt!f' rarinh'e form of the rabbit darii^ ! 
^.ilSlliatnff.i tigf-, .‘itid i« rernntkablc in ehildhpod:^ 
totvards adult agf., and then, it wouki swpm 
uitogefeher; for the projjor- 
j ^1%’ ifih -Srhicli it existi among jgrfwu-up_ persons 
btit ft sfnail ccimp.'uieou with tliat .observed 
the yodnm ■ . .' , 

„ ' “ Bfhaonfti^. deformity mai-oonforlaation ifj 

nac^moti, the only instance ,! remember being that 
il ypttlag'ft’oinail, nlio.-ia utterairce Avas ui-dtiteiM-; 
-|^ly haSai, In consequence qf an imperfect- deveLujj-^ 
Ssmhnt of thft. pdintine bones leaving u gap in the rooC- 
the tntiuth.” .. 

The imperfect ai-ithtnetie of these pcbplej .whiehiti 
fesblYeB every number above ten , into one cornpre?* 
hefisiite word, prevented our obtaining any Very 
certain information rcBpectihg +he population of 4itbi . 

. littft'or North Amenea and its. ttdjftoeht islands. < 
principal stationfe of these, pwople, hot visited ‘W. :| 
’ hs'afe' . litfee/ee^ Tooiioome-roo^in^i PaeUg, sael^.; 

of whose sitnatipn I have i^hdy 
;?’;i^;fijrst at these', M'hich'is the only one 

continent, lies in an iwiehtitiiim'of (mnaidj^^^^ 
of tW l‘hlar„’f!h5a,. 
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•^aing with it the large peninsula mtamted lifee a; 
b^tiott 3 rt "Ch© north-ea-st riiiglc (>f x 4 incricoi, whit^h^l/ , 
We named Melville Peninsula, in honour of ' 
OoW Afolville, the First Lord Commissioner of the 
' AdmilMt^- From what we know of the hahit? and 
disposition of the Esquimaux, which incline them 
always to associate in considerable numbers, 
cannot well assign a sm?41er population than fifty ^ 
^•«S0iil8 to each of the four principal stations above- 
mentioned; and including these, and tLe inhabitants ^ 
of several minor ones that were occasionally named ; 
to ns, there may perhaps be three or four hundred 
people holonging to tids tribe with wfeom we.have 
never had cojaitiunicalioi:. In all their charts of 
this nei2-hb.iur)'i-.,l iliey tdso delineate a. tract of " 
Ihnd to the eastward, and soinc-what teethe north- 
ward, of Igloolik, where they say the Seadiiirmeoo,^ 
or stj augers, live, with whom, as with, the .hsqui-. 
maux of Southampton Island, and all others coming 
; under the same denomination, they have seldom or 
never any intercourse, either of a friendly Wbr a 
hestiLe nature. It is more than probable that the 
natives of the inlet called the river Clyde, on Ihc 
western coast of Baffin’s Bay, are a part of the 
j people thus designated; and, indeed, the whole of ; 
the nu^e^pusP^'bays and inlets on that extensive ah^, 
productive line of coa.st may be the resKience of* 
great iiiiiiJibers of Esquimaax, of whom thfse people 
pbfflseia rjQ imeurat® fe . . 

'’l^^atever may ]?e the abundatice .sometimes 

enjoyed by 1|im pef'pie, emi 
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by their too froquent abuse of it, 
that they occasionally suffer very sevie^^^ 
^||6 !tbe opposite extreiAe, A remarjkably 
yroman informed Captain Lyon 
ago asome Esquimaux arrived at IgLoc^^HI^ 
place near Akkoolee, bringing infonnatioii that dur^l 


ittg a very ' grievous faiBiae <^^ party of mep hai 
lallen npoU anothe® arid filled them ; and that th^ 
afterwards subsisted on their flesh while in a fieoic^- 


State, but never cooked nor even thawed ifci Thia 
tllOiTib^?- account was soon after confirmed by 
Toolei^ak on board the Fury, and though %©> 
evidently uneasy at oar having heard the .hthjyj'ai^^ 
conversed upon it- with reluctance, yet by means 
of our questibns he was brought to name, upon his 
fingers, fiv^tj individuals who had been killed on tiUm 


occasion. Of the fact, theSrefore, there can. be nq 
doubt ; but it i.s certain, also, that we onrselve^i.' 
' scarcely regarded it with greater horror than thoa®:’; 
■ who .related it ; and the occurrence may be con’-J 
sideied similar to those dreadful instances on recol^j'; 
even among civilized nations, of men devourii:^,fi»h 
anoth^, in wrecks or boats, when rendered desperate' 
by the sufferings of actual starvation. 

The ceremony of crying, which has before been, 
mentioned as pra{;tised after a p<ir8on% death, is not^ 
however, altogether confined to those raelancholy' 


occasions, but is occaaaotially adopted 
illness, and that fff no very '-dhPfigSKBbns 
' father of a sieb fiersonfn]^^* 

.after Ifim ler 








'^yf^ •;«i:v ,; ■ ^ 

■imtAott fot th4 tfotniJg «sante^.y*^f; 

;Sf^ otbfet indiviattfci preaent coinf»se« bis featni^ :; 
■‘'m^nm, mA #"ifea^y of tl»« eiwros then setting: 

,*y i’loul Md pitno^ bo^l, whkk tests, about a , 

.nJiiititei is joilihd t»y »J1 the ^’*o!ra 

. teafH dutihg the process, m dmtkdly « Una « 

tojittei-'of fom, unaccottipattied by oi 

■softow, that those who are not relativ^ Shed jnst 
4 te many tearg ite those that srej, to may be 
, added thdt.in tlie instances whioh we witneBsecl 
f no teid dtosioti for crying at 4L it mus . 

" therefore be fcohsideted in the light of a ceremony of 
which it Wmtld bo either indecorous or 

■, 'uMluiky to oinife' - ' /. " -n- ti ' irerte 

. { havb already gifert sei^oral instaow ul tho Uttte, 

\:mc those people take in the interment of Aeu* 
ieftd; especially in thmwiotcr season; it i& cstto^ 

' InsirBy^ that this ‘irises from sxioq superstitious , 
and parlioniarij IVom the behef that any 
hfeivy V^Sht Upm the corpse would Jmve an inj^ 

' upon the deceased in a future stum of, 

be e.^ martw I,. »«eUK « My tmm the 4^1^ 
'.'oidtttiotis ttf wild animals, the ukkIc of burial is not 
"■xe 69 « 0 liaily.,difibrcnt. 'flje cnvpfic of a child observe 
' by Tufeiftsaant ^’almci:, he dcHcvibcs “ m being 
"f'M a tegular Intt shallow Jtavc, with its head to the 
horth-^ It ^ dfeyently dressed m a good d^* 
'. fekin fftt&et, attd « seal-tflan, prepaied without 
■ hidrj im eareMly placed aa, ■» eover te the w^: 







HI UB. all ■.•^' 

,'-|eT«B^d 'wiw te pi6!e0ii JiiBe<stou% w>utjhj 
' i* Hiiglit easaly h»v® 

.:>^ltCpved them. Near the jgpfftv© were tour littiji ' 
sepBrafco i)iie8 i<f atoiiea, not moje ti.iui h. ib<ii :jto,,,i 
Jtsnghti iu fiiic of whieii w.t noticed h piece of 
: ani n' hlHclt silk haudkcfchief, in R ^6«o4 a 

i ptlif lif oMJd’s boots ami mifttuis, and in eaQh cl- the; 
nthers a whalebone pot. The face of the child ipoked^ 
unttsnaljy ‘-.It'an and freah. and a few daya only eoald- 
ha.ve elapsed niace its deoeitae.’’ 

Esquiinanx dp not apiiear to have any idea 
of the existelfice of One Supreme *Beiog, nor indesC ; 
can they be said to entertain any nptione on th%' 
nnbject, which may bo dignified with the name.af^'; 
Iteligiou. • Their Rnperstitiona, which are uuinerous, 
have uh some reference to the preternatural agency 
.of a number of to6nuj6io, or spirits, with whom, on ' 
certain occasions, the Angetkooks pretend to hold;,; 
mysU?rious inrevcourae, and who in vari<ins and dis- 
tinct ways are supposed to preside over the destinibi; i 
of the Esquimaux. On particular occasions of sick" 
ness or want of food tfio Anyct, kooks contrive, by ' 
means <d' a darken*.*; liur, a !*.’.-uliar modulation of 


the veJee, and i lic uttering of .a variety of uniutelli- 
.gible sounds, to ptnsuade their countrjimen that tdiey . 
are desccudiug to the loAver r* gion^i for this purpose, . 
where they force the spirits to comniunicate thtdii 
desired information. The superstitious reverence 
which these wizards are held, and a considei^|^0 
degree of ingenuity in their mode of perfoi tw^g ^j 



Pip AOOcHmr or tub BsqontAm:. 

•c ' 

their mummery, event the detection, of the'inr^o^ 
ture, and -sei-are implicit confidence in these absurd 
oracled. My friend Captaiii Lyon having parti^- 
lariy directed his attention to -'this part ‘ of tfieif 
history durmg the whole of our intercourse wdth 
these people, and intending to publish his .Toarsal, 

. whifch contains much interesting informa tion of this 
nature, X shall not here enter more at large on the 
©ubject. Some account of "their ideas respecting 
death, and of their belief in a. future state of 
'.eJristence, have already been jntrorluc(;d in the course 
of the foregoing pages, in the order of ttiose occur- 
xences ’whi.-l) furnislied us with opportunities of 
observing them. 


THE END. 
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A Tale of lihe N »rtti Witlit, i» pB}^e 

IllMstratioas t>y CQJOaw BiiOw:^Ei. 

}$ ^ifd0 m the i|ijctui^e»(jue focJcy i ^ Hfior^h 


|?#s thiotoijh mmy prnis Isoth and ashors-, ’ ■ 

Aarat offiuen^ ajad a stem old coiintjfy «irw<?on.iJ^ysthdt 'j3ae^ 

; i» t£e. i>t^;> which i» one of hooear advefitnro iwith me waftefi]^ of diffi 
cwfeiiipit ia a vliolestoific nuuily mlpgled ivith audicient amteitteiu jo . 

mohi eyactifilj^ t'Cpdcr* ’■<»« 

'♦’'Aa nd^rtikaW* ^xay, m Jiftiiiarleahk iot iHHnit i« 4 *w*ciuaHteF frf |to* iheiMi m fet, thic ^ 
t eIjrGcflRha rfe$rrtpt«»c»» f'f ooGst #oe««^jr aad li<lf Ite IJeVifct Diwj d>?> he$t J 

‘‘■'H s!ti»iava*i»<^ 



>t the NaturVlist: tSTit^T^^SSSrZ:'- 

t^mn ^EWNit. 5 ^. ^ 

boy l^fOtd hh unUe gomnMB 

1 l» MSdr m tmibmi 

. ahd. Tlwe d^Kllpr^ lii Witi . 

^‘•^tQaarada, and of the accAes edf sa\»i^r life s][vV/Jc with gci 

book tsntxvttagti, hidiep«^((en<^cr of cha arter> develops ’rewntzcct en^' 
a boy to keep hio op«fuV-^’<aAiM%»r ^fv/r v . ' /•^\’ ■'.' i^'-K 

Ymsaf the Guide-: 

if- 4- lad'-^-wuo haa baeaT-sdinaBt' given ovev j&y. the doctoirs^ btxt 

heahb aAd slvex^l^ in a jounvby throiigb Asi^ h£tt)Oll:^vdi4 
“^ird^^'add their gtdde. Tb«sr ^adj^tr.res ciilmsoafe. iA ' 

up .winter m the whicch T'" 


risapo^swirc .wttitikjgifo^.-|he ratj»e>ja|-’:^' does ,aot' 
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Iw Far Bolivia: ^ 

/ With 6 p*igt: illustralions by j. 

r:, ka. >•-. htf. 

Lift' «»i thf'^ hcrautilu! plantfio^in o,i the bank ? v-f th<‘ great An uzori flows 
gt utly and dr'^ainilr on, unto itie ab'^uctton of th>* neroint* by Boliviai! 
savrig€s. Then the . 'i: indeed iwjgin.:^ and the adventure^ of iliv ''esci e- 
partr in \vl ; i the hir tine' i>ov eoiisia and Ids diuin aiv the moving 
spn: , are the abject of an enlh railing narrative. 

in I'l ' K'.Jou Svibleis’ i style.”- ^'^^'■ksktre Herald. 

■'Aiir\ciun, luti ultog'vUi-; rtciiaiiubv' .story.”— i/i ■rapk. 


- Kidin'.pped by f Amdhals: 

lustratiou^ b\ ] J- i:'.\ b 'o .A 6A 


A Stor)' of trie bb - ibern 
Seas. Widi b wage ll* 


Thinking his faih* f .1 ,• , .• li v - WAi]. -i. . O) 

rcu 'sith his biend ifa T'b'.,, n. .■-r.-t *;>e, 'v 

i'o;;ub stirred up by foreigii .hiej >' in a ■' ,,, n 

<‘iinni!M.] isliOids in the south oi -a. me i»o;- ate cusi , y : ' 
sir.ingr- ild ijlc and adventures fov years among these i u.r are r ni 

h* most giapihie st}-Ie. 

’* }' .''uiiig and nlincsliuK from dnnii'g to end.”- 
“ Fv'* )fexciui”». h .Mil u- •, a:ift lold with on.;. fr/.A*. 


Capt. F. S. BRERFTON, R.A.M.C. 

In. the King’s Service: 

8 page Illit stmt ions by Sl ANiTV L. Woof). 5.^-. 

Wlioii the lVrjiiur..'ii!ary army cros.ses u. Ireland young Dick Gr nville 
and his cousin ''1 ,» .■ ( jr.ir , ’ .^xd)' of iNoyalist horse. They take part in 
the dnferce ol ^ •. \rdicda, s,'-rri|)inr hor«> the slaughiei there by a 

minirlc, and afleiw'aols ^o • igli a seru'M >n thrilling ad'.uiturea and 
narrow e.'.cap' in winclk Dick diNplays ■ ' tr ■:»' rli •; nd resource. 

■ W'liat Lay could wish fo. a Lett.*, .story V « ^Jornm^ Ne^v 


- With Rifle and Bayonet: 

illustnitions by W^al Pagei. 


V cd the Boer 
With 8 page 


On the outbreak of war Jack Sosnerton volunteers as a desjmlch rider. 
Alter i odering signal service, he shares the fate of many another gallant 
fellow, and is lirought as a captive lo l*retoria. He escapes in u'ue course, 
and is fortunate in sharing in the brilliant operations that resulted hi the 
captuo. v»f the Free State capital. 


" Boys who are not ready to vote this the book of the heafoon do not deserve to be 
remembered whea Boxing-day cmnes round." Glmtgvw Herald. 


ill) 



■■ 
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LEON GOLSCHMANN 

Ptn^V f^ri i ^ story of the Siberian Fairest Adapted 

. . from the Russian by iJoH OOLSCHml^N. 

W»th 6 page IlliTstrations by J. Finnkmore, r.i. 3 *f, 6d. 

Evety pc'ge Boy Cmsoes is crauimed wit h adventure of a hfili and 
'peculiarly irucrepting clmjacter. It is a story of two Russian lads who are 
* sta ^deeply tmpresi t.d by leading Crus&c that they decide . to lun 

%awtxy from honte and have similar experiences. They lose tli;||||||y^ in 
, a huge trackless lorest, and are kepi busy hunting for foo<l, light ijUkigainst 
y; •■‘wolves and otlier »Anennes, and labouring to increase Lheu conirorls, Vitlbre 
, they are're' - aed by clianop nfttt'isome two years’ sojourn in ^ forest. 

‘"Ihi - l: a s'oiy utter a boj ■ uwn heart."-- Nrr^tmyAam Gitardia/i. 

ROBERT LEIGHTON 


The Thirsty Sword; w'l™ 

6 p^lg'c illii-vlt ationb by A. PfaRSK. New Edition, 3 ^*. 

The slory tells how Kodtaic AJa'"‘Al[»in, tIw. ftca-iover, ctnte to the Isle oi 
Vn'it: h‘.\v h». vlcv both his brother, fbiil JiajjjLsh, and the earib eldest 
/lipin: i'.w }<y ng Kc'iuif' Iwornt* King uf liute, met the sea-rover oti 
Gariricli fits'i. cuid fcvid. 

^ '* ijiv i < Uh' uiObi fasrinaiiny -iorx's for h'>vs rh.it it has ever been our pleasure to 

r.TTLl, Froiu fu fv* t.isr the intciest qevei " —Schooimai'ttr. 


MEREDITH 


FL F FGHER 


Every Inch a Briton : 

COWFJJ.. 3.i. (V/ 


- . • • : f n .0 1 ' Story. With 6 
])Ligc III u:h rations by St^DNEY 


This story is written from the point of view oi an ordinary hoy, who gives 
an animat. -d irrount of a young pubUc-sohoo3l'o\ s life. No moral is 
dr, iwn: }vl ^ihe story indicates a kind of tOiiniug that gt">es tp promote 
>i:nu:ity .. mluranre, and enterprise; and ol earl? of several the chi*|-iu.i:ers 
it nngfii he truly Sidd, he is worthy U> be call'd, “ l^iverv inch a B?'ii»,vrj 
'■ III fivtry Inch a Britoft Mr, Mtcrpcluh Fltachc*- has scoied A mjccclIS,” 

— 3faHi'hesi!>’r iftmrftmft. 


Col. J. PERCY-GROVES 
he War of the Axe: 

. ' tratod. 2.0 tW. 

.Tfirrh. Flinders, late -»■ Rugby, sails to rejoin his parents in Cape Colony, 
yoea up coijntry, meets with many exj>erie«ces, gets mauled by a Cape 
J on, a:ml finailvdioins tiie Ca; e Mounted Rifles. 

“ i'liR wtcry H uyrli and hnllj.jngy told, ^ind the iliustritliott* Arc ospocially good 
and effective. Wc^rld, 


A Story’ of South African 
Adventure. Foully Hlus- 


( xa)' 



jFrum EVE'rV INCH A 



UOR^ DINAH, , DmAH, DINA|i^^,;|)i;N4H pC3S|tl” 


• it «S7 


■ ^ies' of Indian- 



^ 

tine h»« placf t an almost un^.^p died store ol'ixj^nce iU bb cSspcstdij'^wl 
the collcri >n of i-ipu i of Sfo#)l|-d, «ttd 

^if^lry should Hjin foi itself a > manent ^jltce amoogj We treap^tas df'^tljc 
J^tlsik «rl>oolboj^ 

^ •*iCa|tttal reoduig for hoys ” — 


|»j»fe 3 Sor WaftinJUan^s great aoquaktamso |ijij% Indian 

ue ha« placf I an almost un^.^p died store of ixi^nce at bh 


HARRY COLLINGWOOD 


The Congo Rovers: 

SCHCMsBE-R-G, 3S. 


rations 1^7 


Tfee scene of this tale is laid on the west coast of Atiir*a 'I iie Lno, abet 
bwig effertually laughed out of 1 1 ;? bovisb amty, develop'' into a 1 d pofc 
of a large s’^arc of sound u ar^nn sc i, the exerase of whi h cuabb 4 
lum to render much valuable s ivi e to lu sup rioi oi^ioeBS tp unmasskaoig 
A tnost dso'Dig And successful niori o \ p^tt ot he siaverAM 

*'W€* hotter story has utcK it ti tUoi i Zr 

at aftj boy couk dewe M 


iLORENCB COOMBE 
Boys of the Priory School. 

Hakoli> Copping, 2y* (id ^ 


The interest ceuxttes in Oi relations of Rayniund anil Hat Wimtww^, 
t}iid the opess by wlm h 1 a/mond, ^he hero of the school, kariiJs that 
per at hii» udiculed a u in tbere beats a heart mcic beiwc tb*^ 
enva# 

«in cRcelkat woilt of its cU ■. Uemiy illustratftd with twKyj VlHiiks, 
Ilarold Cq^wg: I tierat ure. 

JANE II. SPETTIGUE 
A ‘Tyek and a Laager: 


T A|rt^ UjARDy*.. %$ 6ii 


A of iiion^r bf n Snufh Africa, full of sttering advefr^rij 
Umtin^ infofPAtion about h itry The hero and Ms , 
of! iiom the lail^r by a pniv n ves, and are eaptuJPed Ibew; 

afu I making a bold stand *gau r vt rwh* lining oddlk They 

h la^er, whi«dt Is afterv^ i fiercdv attaAffeisd by tike 

aS/rt 


lr< 

J » K c!e-4f! lUy^def ended, 

“* Pud «>< nbwhy a«i 4 eaifdtem<*nt ’ 
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SzkCKIJ^S STORY BOOKS FOR JSOYS^ 


FRED. HARRISON 
- Wjnport College: 

CQFF^NG. 5j. 

* Tlte hfjro and his chums differ as widely in ehaiacte; as in personal appear- 
ance. Wc have l^atrick O’Ffiahertic, the good-natured Irish boy; Tack 
jh’ookfcs, the irrer'iessible himiorist • Davie Jackson, the t; ue hearted little 
’'nd, on e h -ps and mishaps the plot to a great exteul turus; and the 
hero himsohj r eypericnecs ai VVyup^-rl College the story relates. 
‘^Crammed wu''. u.*]'; . nKidmi -7V'.7', 

“ Full fif li^ * and ad • <,;.t tet.” - Standard. 

W. C. METCALFE 
All Hands on Deck! 

I’he story l-egins with tiie expencuct’ of ' of the crew and a young 
lady p isbenge .1 in an o}>en lH>al. Alter many privaiii ,»s they are prr-ked 
UJ'i by the ship ArmdnR. Fy a rare ccmibiivation of cnruuistrttices the hero 
is .: c>rnpd|^d to assume the command of the Ariadnr, and navigates tiif’ ship 
safely to^torg K-Uig, whm--- iviany happy '-surprises await bi n. 

“Is su- h a crapbir sea sU)iy tbai th<^ reader almn-:i M/ifV tie? sair bicr x- of mid- 
W. ‘u.”- - S'ru’KX' li’r*‘!d. 


EDGAR PICKERING 


An Old-l ime Yarn 


Ad void;: 17 ^? in the W.^st IncbVs 
and Mexico with Haw Ians .nid 


. With 6 jiagc Illusti ntioii.? by ALFKi'.n Pkarsf:. i;.. 6,'/ 
The hero sail., horn Plymoe.th in the liagship ol Masto j. jm Ib -iMns. 
Div'us aie l!ie renk- tln-oityh 'vhich he passes. Cihief m are the 

destruction of the Krigb.d' by tlic treacheious Fpamarih-, li.c- fight 

r.'Virod ,he burrnng Vl'S'-:cJ^. in*; journey of the prison'll':, b* the city of Mexico, 
till’ i'.oiTors of the IrujutTit loj’, and the final escape to England. 

“A’! cvkxllent .story o! ..dv<-? . . . T'..c b<ioV is thoroughh to ac rticom- 

T'lCiK V k*’ - >J •..'rd.'cxjt.. 


WAL FER' P. WRIGH r 
An Ocean Adventurer: 


liliislraiions by IbviM, H aR’^c/. 7s. 6d. ^ 

There is a fight a! the bciuj’.dng fif this story, and treaskire at the end of 
il. From the day he is iid ' ..<1 of Id.-, Fitlnr's priedt’-''- secret,' through all 
th:? <iesperaic a-oentures of the pnvaotr 0rbi until I' - solves du: greur 
myslery, Eiank Prnglc has a IhaUing time of il, and so will his te.ider. 


“A breery ,ih> 1 c-xc.iun*': se , si<t, v . . which fs full of .-.lirfing ittrWent: from bc' 
ginning tc end. " - Ctinrt C* rra ia / . 
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' -PLACKiE'S STOsv-iiooKS roH .coys’^^ 

W. O’BYRNE 


Kings and Yikings; 

HaB.1>Y. 2S, 6</. 


Stoi of Irish liistory* ^^iHh 
^ llUistmtions hy ?A-ur, 


!a ihir, iiisi' Siug ^cdU'fiMn lUr ^nuioj ■ • / / nmi of /4'»vvv> ris a 

furihcr of ke^roic siorl's t.i ijv .iic .U' .liinals of Erin • TIm ; 
volume ‘.i;« :\\] 'ke romunli'^ ee-Tin thu! .iiiado.i, to the early UWtuJv 
Ird.Mvi. , . ' 

'* 'j'nc uoues uic full *>1 hu^,tf.u interest, und are well told.” — Btad/^rd Obst'r^tT, 


S. BARING-GOULD . 

Grettir the Outlaw: a o ir.-bnd m 

of the Viktn^’ v* 'tD 6 pag' 
Illusiratiohs by M, ^KT'Uv DiKMER. 3 .r 


■ f A narrative f adventiir* of the romantic kind > 1 ' Aiil 

able: lo with^^tand the magic of such s'^en^s as the light ol < ; vri«. rh ■ 

twelve btafserk.'', the wfe.«tle with Kair .ne f .)ld in iiic chamV;ei ot the d> u«, 
the coiahat wiih Uje*.spirii o/ Glam the ihiai.. and the defrinf(Phf th^ ‘^Vhjiy 
Grettir by hijj ycxu get brotljer, ' . 

'* Is tht r.’ b'-otc of its year. That is. of ccun'se, a i- ii' h to say that jT -vi - 'ki 
for men iiio-v > as '^ell as juniors, h is lold in -u .tn^hth EaiiU«>lv, ali 

ntories Slv)ui',l tie, av.U has a-fresh t;*-',, a fie-d-in* a ■ .‘in r-d ‘•'■'ind aila the 

(' , wlu.'li m:>h • t! irresi-'OibIt.” Na.it''niii Ohset^'cy. 


’ f i'M 

X iiL 


C. !- CtJTC) IEEE flYNE 

Captured Cr.nsc-: 

hv T'. BKh..l>fGWYN. Auwf AdiiiOi^u 39 . hd. 

The ceikrul incideiib deal with the capture, during rtv: war hetwr.-. 
.\r.d Peru, of an armed .cruiser. The Iteroei'- and h oh #'oin pah ions 
fr .>in prison in Valparaiso, 'board this warship in the ni;>ht ovoqxYv 
w.atcb, escape to sea under the fire of the forts, nonlly, .'ilioi /<;o v 
'c ivenlur ’ . a iiC Ih-; ciuiser among the iceber'^s c' .i.- < b].?^ 1 1 01 

Ti;e "VO bds ' the two skippeiH a^-e ntiiai- .ihc ui a',M M }p, , 
secured ; y< vuuir ■ . the tirst rank, of »v/uer.'. ot fr io'! (■': '• . ' . 

Stimson’s Reef: uiasE-a_m.„s. bv v 

STACEVt AV?*' fdihon 3.i. be 
Jid.- i; the extended log of a cutter which .-.cdu.l n tlic Clyde 
Amuzon in search of -a gold reef. It 7r*iatc,-> ho.*.' O-ry .ho'ov^- rf 
haic?nec. s treasuic in the Spanish Mam, fouplu ii<< m.-heu'., T-Mncd 
the jamary byblasting, and so laid lure “he th 'M '>1 Vi//; /. 

' I'c'.v stories come witliiK liailing distance of .'./"/Aw'.vh lu -■ y. 

and .hairbreadth ’sca'pcii. It Uiay ainiOi,t vie v nh Mr E. t,. iIm-.c':. / 

J.-JuMii . " -■ -Guardian., 

<3’0 


t upjr, 

C'hih 

break 

Cl !('<• 

'C lions 


s . si' 


lo ii I 
■<i ti* . 




